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OCPODER EXCURSION TO THE UGATHULAIDS. 


Although it was necessary to change our October excursion from 
ijullundung Forest to the Loch Sport Road, we met , as originally planned 
atGormandale, in case some members’ did not know of the changed plan. 
Though this was a roundabout way to the Loch Sport area it gave us 
opportunities to see more flowers..In many places between Traralgon 


and Bairnsdale Weddinc Bush and vSilky Tea-tree were in abundant flower. 


. Our first stop after the meetin= place was on the willung road, | 
where small grassland flowers kept us happily exploring for some time. 
Patches of bluebells and tall mauve --flowered chocolate Lilies were 
sprinkled with other flowers; the white rather daisy--like Prickly Star- 
wort, low elusters of Small riceflower, and three kinds of brormn and 
yellow peas Chaffy Bush -pea with tufts of golden brown , and Creeping 
Bossiaea with larger solitary yellow and red flowers trailed amongst 
the thin grass, while silky Parrot-pea stood erect, its browns and 
yellows more varied. The almost inch-wide velvety yellow discs of 
Curling Everlastinss were surrounded by paler yellow curled bracts, and 
a whole flock of Wiry Buttons stood near them only about one quarter 
of their size, and without the fringe of bracts. 


There were a few honey~scented white liilkmaids and a few late red flow~ 
ers of Running POstman amongst their mat of clover-like leaves. 


Our next stop was to see one of the few Aboriginal Canoe Trees of — 
this district.The outline of the removed bark was clearly visible as 
though new bark is slowly growing inward reducung its size. One quick - 
eyed member found a delicate green and crimson Green-comb Spider-orchid 
Srowing near the tree. on r 


After skirting pine plantations and the Holey Hill State Park we , 
turned into Limepit road and passed our early wildflower sanctuary, 
now much overgrown, but stopped farther .on at a garden of white,pink - 
and yellow with some bushes of Red Correa still hung with scarlet bells. 
The white flowere were Silky Tea-tree, Vedding Bush, and shining Pepp- 
ermint, with occasional pink flowered bushes of the Teatree ,and four 
species of Guinea~flower shone golden, with wide open cups. 

e largest was Twiggy Guinea-flower with slender incii-lons leaves and 
delicate flowers.: ERect and Bundled Guinea-flowers both stood erect, 
the first with rather dull leaves, the second with bundles or clusters 
Of bright mossy green foliace, while Prickly Guinea~flower with small 
bright flowers was almost matlike. 


Miles farther on we stopped for lunch where a forest road in a pine 
Plantation permitted parking off the main road. It was pleasantly shady 
but with only bracken and weeds under the pines, apart from a thicket 
of Burgan where more open planting let in enough light. 


Continuing eastward, in the afternoon we stopped near Dutson, at 
the roadside where Sticky Boronia was so beautiful some years ago. 
It is still there, though less abundant than it was because trees and 
Shrubs have grown up, and it needs light, contdpp 92 
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CLOLER EXCURSION TO Tilt ITAPULATDS. 


{oO 


contd... 


But. late though it was (Sticky Boronia flowers in August and September) 
we found many bright little pink flowers. Another feature of that road 
the yellow Aotus with rods of pea-flowers, was also nearly over, but 
tall Heath Parrot~-pea with graceful branches and narrow leaves, was 
just beginning to open its light clusters of brown.and yellow flowers, 
while the big bushes of Red Correa alone were worth stopping for. 

They were several fect high and wide with hundreds of scarlet bells. 


We stopped only-once more, some distance west of Loch Sport, and 
that. was the climax of the day. We had heen promised flowers “like the 
Garden of Eden", and surely they must have been as beautiful as in that 
garden of innocence. Seeing the first rosy bush I thought it was Tea- 
tree- the deepest pink I had ever seen, for I did not. know that pink 
Fringe-myrtle grew there. We passed more and more of the pink flowered 
bushes, now obviously Fringse-myrtle, fisst in tvos and threes, then in 
thickets and hedges, interspersed with Satw.Banksia and yellow and brown 
peas and the relatively dwarf Shrubby She-oak with its crimson female 
and golden male flowers and tight little grey cones. 

An observant member of the Bush Walker‘s Club, several of whom accomp- 
anied us, found a Purplish Beard-orchid and we all admired its veined 
petals and red-nurple beard. . 


The tall crowth was all on one side of the road at that point.. 
The other side had been cleared For some distance froin the road edge, 
anda carpet of seedlings had sprung up, from a few inches to about 
two feet high, They were all in bright flower amongst the brown sedges. 
In that intricate pattern of colour there was clear bluc of Dampiera, - 
Frinsemyrtle varying from pale to-deep pink, more yellow and brown peas; 
blue-~grey. foliage and white bells fléckéed@with pink and honey~scented 
Daphne Heath, cream stars of Tufted Blue-lily (often deep blue , but 
here all cream) and some Red Correa, and wooly grey Xanthosia. 
Amongst all these was Pine Heath, its short but pine like crowded fol- 
jiage studded with shiny butter-yellow pointed bells. 
In delighted groups we explored the garden of colour, gathering at last 
for afternoon tea before we-went home by different ways after very 
hearty thanks had been given to lim Lubcke, our leader, warmly seconded 
by one of our bush-walking friends and to lir.and lirs thompson who had 
provided lists of the more outstanding flowers we should see, with 


short descriptions of characters by which they could be recognised. 


Though this was. mainly a wildflower outing we did see and hear 
birds, though perhaps not as many as usual. Willie Wagtails and Grey 
Fantails enlivened the Dutson stop - there were Ibis and sulphur-cres- 
ted Cockatoos on the pastureland, Rufous whistlers sang in the trees, 
and in the forest behind the Fringe-myrtle"Garden of Eden" three spec- 
ies of cuckoos called incessantly. ; 


Jean Galbraith. 


Purplish Beard--orchid 
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OCTORER EXCURSIOi? TO TRE HEAPHELAUDS, 


Scientific names of plants in order of reference. 


Vedding Bush 
Silky Teatree 
Naked Bluebell 
Chocolate Lily 
Prickly Starwort 
Small riceflower 
Chaffy Bush-pea 
Creeping Bossiaca 
Showy Parrot-pea 
Curline Everlasting 
Wiry Buttons 


Pimelea humilis 


~Pultenaea paleacea 
Bossieea prostrata 
Dillwynia sericea 
Helichrysum scorpoides 
Leptorhynchos tenuifolius 


liijlkmaids Burchardia umbellata 


Runnings POstman 
Green-comb Spider-orchid 


Red Correa Correa reflexa 
Twiggy Guinea-flower Fabbertia virgata 


Erect Guinea~flover 4 ‘He stricta 
Bundled Guinea-flower HW. fasciculata 
Prickly Guinea-flower li.acicularis 


Aotus ary Aotus ericoides 
Dillwynia claberrima 
Calytrix tetragona 


Ueath Parrot-pea 
Fringe-myrtle 

Saw Banksia Banksia serrata 
Shrubby. sheoak Casuarina nena 
Blue Dampiera Dampiera stricta 
Daphne Heath 


Kennedia prostrata 
Caladenia dilatata 


Tufted Blue~lily Stypandra caespitosa 
Pine Heath Astroloma pinifolia 


Woolly Kanthosia Yanthosia pilosa. 


Ricinocarpos pinifolius 
Leptospermum myrsinoides 
WVahlenbergia symnoclada 
Dichopogon strictus 
Stellaria pungens 


Calocnilus robertsonii 


Brachyloma daphnoides 
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Best lishes to lira Lyndon who is presently reeuperating fron an 
Operation. We hope she ts home by the time thts tssue goes to print. 
Ve wish you a speedy recoveryfrom all L.V.F.i.C Members. 
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VELDS AUD VILDFLOVERS. 


The cuest speaker for our meeting on 27th Hovember 1901 was lir 
Fricke who lives on the liornington peninsula. He commenced by recalling 
early memories of Yallourn in 1938 when much of the natural flora and 
fauna had not been disturbed, but now it is all gone, and things are 
setting worse, for even as he spoke, every minute somewhere in the 
world 75 acres (30.3 Ha) of forest are destroyed, one person dies from 
a pesticide and a whvle dies in agony. Our biggest environnental dis- 
turbances are caused by pollution and over population. f 


lier Fricke explained that when the early settlers came to the lor- 
nincton Peninsula it was mainly covered with Banksias, iflelaleucas and 


Casguarinas with smaller wild flowers groving,as a carpet un erneath 
amid the native srasses. However the early lime-burners used these 


bigger trees for their fires and as young plants grew they in turn were 
eaten by the rabbits. For some reason the rabbits did not like the ti- 
<ree(Leptospérmum) so that is why they have flourished when other thincs 
have almost died out. 

Then came the developers who divided the area into minute blecks, 
far too small to retain much of the natural environment, followed close- 
ly by the holiday makers and vandals who introduced foreicn grasses, 
“weeds® and unwanted pets. INtroduced grasses frow very natted and tak 
over, whereas our native grasses are very delicate and slender. 
io match for the newcomers. This in turn increases the fire hazard crea- 
ting further upset to the balance of nature. 


Sone introduced plants will not grow under our fairly harsh cond- 
itions but others just thrive and take over, killing out all the natu- 
ral growth. . 

There are 154 treeds crowing on the iiornington Peninsula, 25 of 
which are very bad, and the worst by far is the Doneseed (Chrysanthen- 


-oides monilifera) which comes from South Africa and even up to years 


ago it was not thought to be a problem.UiNfortunately birds(particularly 
blackbirds) and foxes are the chief spreaders of this weed over large 
areas. The boneseed plant will live up to 20 years, grow to 1.3 metres 
pee and produce 50,000viable seeds every year. A formidable weed in- 
deed. ' : 


The reason for settlers bringing a lot of these secds to Australia 
in the first place was their need to have familiar thines around them/ 

They also missed the changing colours of thedifferent seasons and grew 

tired of the gums which lacked in brilliance and variance of colour. 


Wr Fricke then showed us some beautiful slides which illustrated 
the changing seasons in England and Europe. liany magnificent lakes and 


high mountains of which we have very few in Australia. Of monuments, 
old buildings, castles and palaces some many eenturies old. 

However he also showed us some slides of buildings which although they 
had been reduced to rubble during the war, have been rebuilt back to 
their original state as near as possible. 


contd: :pp « 
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WEEDS AID WILDFLOVERS. contd... 


We then moved on to slides of our beautiful Australian scenery, 
our native flora, fauna and insects. If these were ever destroyed 
they will be lost forever as no amount of human endeavour can bring 
back plants which have been totally destroyed. Ye must try to keep the’ 
weeds (foreignplants) under control or they _tilltake—over—and—elinin- 
ate our native flora forever. Our own natural flora is far more prec- 
ious than anything we will find overseas. 


LABEREOUCHE BXCURSIOi. 


Seven cars assembled at the Labertouche turn off for a wildflower 
excursion under the leadership of Ir and Mrs Brooks. 

We travelled alongs the Labertouche Worth Road and stopped at a 
Cleared area under S.E.C.power lines where flowers were still bloominc. 
There were not so many flowers as on a previous excursion two weeks 
Carlier with V.F.N.C. members. However we did see the Bent Goodenia 
G.seniculata standing erect but would bend over when the flowers died. 
There were Dampiera stricta , Dusty Miller(Spyridium pavafoliun) , 

Viry Bauera (B.rubioidesyand several Onion Orchids in the area. 
On the previous visit I hed seen a large patch of Sun Orchids in bud, 
but they were not to be seen this day, not even a late on in bloom. 


At the next stop we saw many Flying Duck-orchids (Caleana major) 
which is our own Club emblem. It was a thrill to see so Many together — 
in various stages of opening and closing. Also one Thelynitra_media 
and the bud of a Hyacinth Orchid (Dipodium punctatum). Violets and 
Noddine Blue-lily tore blooming and the Teatree (Leptospermum juniper- 
inun) vas a picture. 


Continuing alone the forest road with ferns on either side and the 
Shrubs of Boronia muelleri -Labertouche form but well past its prime 
but still Some nice patches of pink in the ctllies. At the lunch areca 
the rough Star-hair (Astrotricha asperifolia), Fairy Fan-flower (Scaev~ 
Olataemula), Handsome Flat-pea (Platylobium formosum) , Furze Hakea™~ 


.uleina), Elderberry Panaz and Sere Fern vere seen. 


luch further alonc we walked in one of the many lovely fern gull. 
ies where liaidenhair Fern and a very old Ausrral King-fern with a very” 
800d trunk and the uncommon Common Filmy-fern and Small Fork-fern which 
ave found growing on the trunks of Treeferns- The rare Jungle Bristle-_ 
fern growing on Rough Treeferns were of great interest here. 


Further along we saw Grevillea barklyana vith masses of pink brush- 


&s,0m these-Larger trees, Also many other speciesespecially the Vi¢gtor-_ 
lan Ghraistae Been (pacstantroes PRY .fanthos) with misses oF white Eee 
ers.We stopped for afternoon at the top of "Gentle Annie" and then found 


Our way home through Neerim South passing some beautiful patches of 


Sun Orchids near the roadside. : ; 
We all had a perfect day thanks to our leaders Jack and Nancy Brooks. 


iris Peterson. 


LATROBE VALLEY WATURALIST (6) ISSUE ilo 217 JANUARY 1982 — 


VEGETATION CHANGES ASSOCIATED WITH PHYTOPETAERA CIiiIAtOttr. 


A recent article by Gretna este of the School of Botany, Univer- 
sity of llelbourne (Australian Jzutrnal of Botany, 1981, 29 -261-~276) 
describes her study of the effects of Phytophthera cinnamomi on 
vecetation changes in the Wilson's Promontory ational Park. 


Affected areas of scleronhyll shrubby woodland are changins to 
an open sedre woodland. The major differences contributing to the 
change in plant communities associated with the prescence of P.cinnamoni 
are the reduction in trees (Banksia serrata, Eucalyptus obliqua), 
change of dominant shrub from Xanthorroea australis to Leptospexmnun 
concavum, the failure of regeneration of many species and-the™taReover 
by sedses. Such changes in the number and freauency of species is the 
result of differential susceptibility of the species present to attack 
by the pathogen. Species resistant or tolerant of the disease persist 
while susceptible species decline in health and numbers. 
While the author stresses the need for more research into the long 
term effects of the disease on the plant community, she has observed 
a decline in pathogen disease potential following disease and it seems 
likely that a cycle may occur as follows. 


Disease -- decline of susceptible host ---decrease of pathogen ~~~ 
increase in susceptible host --- inerease of nathocren ----disease. 


It is noted that the disease effects are probably related to complex 
soil-microbe-root interactions with the example that the proteid 

roots of Banksia and Isopogon are observed to wither rapidly with the 
advent of P.cinnamomi-. 


P.Snethurst. 


SILVEREYE iiTGRATIOI, 

Sunday jiiay 10th was one of those days which excursionists dont 
anticipate when they are making up the list of the year's outings. 
We were scheduled to visit the beach in the vicinity of Arch Rock, bet- 
ween Tarwin Lower and Cane Liptrap. And it was vet with a howling sale 
thrown in for cood measure. Out on the beach, when we emerged from the 
warm shelter of the teatree, we could hardly stand against the wind 
force. At intervale driving rain livened things up. Out in this no-mans 
land the air was suddenly full of thw twvitterings of birds, the unmist- 
akable voices of many Silvereyes on the wing, apparently coming in from 
the sea. As the flocks lost height over the beach the individuals became 
visible before they dropped down into the sheltering shrubbery that 
lined the creek. For some minutes the migration continued before we too 
were rorced to run for shelter. Numbers we could not estimate, nor how 
far up and down the beach the birds were coming in. Silvereyes are 
known to migrate from Tasmania to the mainland in thousands but this 
is the first time I have witnessed such an occasion. It vas positively 
eerie to watch these tiny creatures literally blowing in over the wild 
sea. The time would have been about llam. in the forenoon. 


Ellen Lyndon. 
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A_HORUING VALI. 


On the day following the L.V.Field Naturalists Club excursion to? 
Labertouche iiSiirs Fricke accompanied seven members of the Club on a 
walk through the ilorwell National Park. the freshness of the morning . 
gradually gave way to warmth and sunshine and the Park, as ever, had much 
of interestto offer. 


Three separate clusters of the dainty Butterfly Orchid (Sarcochilus 
australis) were noticed beside the walking track, and further along 
in the drier area, about eight or nine Cinnamon Bells (Gastrodia sesam~- 
Oides) .BOth species of orchid were in full bloon. ; 


Past Lyndon's Clearing a mass of Hard Water-fern (Blechnum procerun$ 
Sprawled over a slope on the left hahd side of the Nature Trail. Its ~~ 
Soft shades of apricot, lime and green made it an excellent subject for 
a water colour painting. Chattering Rosellas darted about, addins vivid 
Splashes of crimson and blue to the more subdued colours of the bush. 


Surprisingly on such a fine mornings other species of birds seemed 
reluctant to show themselves, but they compensated by pmttine on a sple- 
ndid vocal performance. Whip-birds, Golden whistlers, rufous Whistlers 
and Lyrebitds were all in good voice. Three old Lyrebird mounds were 
noticed. 

Two Koalas were seen, and an Echidne and a Skink. The skink was 
last and least - but least in size only, for the tiny creature was 
Shining bronze with delicate striped and spotted side markinss, and it 
Was quite beautiful. — . t 


lip €lips Fricke will no doubt remenber with pleasure their visit 
to the liortell National Park‘ionee on a Sunday mornins, before the sun 
light was in the air...” — 


June Lubeke 


PHE CREEKS OF LABERTOUCHE AREA. 


The unusual names of some of the creeks we passed during the excursion 
to Labertouche intrigued hirs Peterson so she made a list of some of 
then. Sunset Valley, Sunrise Lookout,Teatree Rd, Grevillea Flat, Hungry 
Hill, Limberlost, not creeks hut interesting areas. Then Dugout, Forest 
Quartz Creek Roads,Rocky,Discovery, Bullock Spur, 01d Tinmine, Sisters - 
and Lower Sisters Tracks. ns» ey ; VP ene ee ne 
Hut Corner (No hut )Seven Acre rock. All interestinr and must have sone. 
Story to tell. / ; 

Alf, Mabel, Crisp ,Sardine, Pioneer and Gypsy Crecks. 

North Hells Gate and south Hells Gate firetracks made us wonder just 
how these places really did set their names. 


LATROBE VALLEY JATURALISL (2) ISSUL io 218 FEBRUARY 1982 


A_XTMBERLEY SAFART 


On a wintry day in July 1981 ,I left ilelbourne by air and, four 
hours later, walked out of Darwin airport with the temperature at 3 
celsius, to join a safari holiday for 3 weeks. Boarding a four wheel 
drive bus, with 34 other people, mostly from Iielbourne and suburbs, we 
| drove around part of Darwin, then by the Stuart Highway stopping the 
| first night at the Ferguson River. By evening it was pleasantly cool, 
_ without being cold, and it was sood to erect our tents and sleep and 
| eat “under the stars". 


There were many fork-tailed (or black)Kites, soaring and circlins 
above the camp site in the morning: also a pair of Wedse--tailed Eagles. 
A single Jabiru was seen flying over, also white-necked herons on the 
river: red collared Lorikeets were busy in the tree tops and one eucal- 
ypt was covered with tree martins calling sweetly as they sat in the 
branches.In the low vefetation below the bridse, I was thrilled to find 
crimson finches, also double barred finches, busily feedinc on the 
seeds of long grasses. They. kept up a pleasant twittering. 


Between Ferguson River and Katherine a small flock of Red-tailed 
Black Cockatoos flew across in front ofthe bus, and the Fork-tailed 
Kites were continually circlins above the road as ve travelled down 
the Victoria Highway. The road follows the river valley with hich 
red rocky cliffs on either side: Lichtly timbered country with long 
grass between the trees and beef cattle SPpazince on unfenced areas. 
Animals that have been killed by motor vehicles attract large flocks 
of Crows and Kites. We stopped at Victoria River Crossing for two 
nights and a day. The river was low but there was enoush water for 
swimming: I saw Brolgas, Large Esret, White-necked Nerons, Forest King- 
fisher, Blue-winged Kookaburra. Lovely Rainbow Birds (Bee eater) sto00- 
ped and circled over the water after dragonflies: a pair perched often 
on a dry limb near my tent.Two Striated Pardalotes were busily takine 
loads of grass into a nesting burrow in the bank. Banded Dotterels fed 


on a sand bank, very neat. and dainty as they ran to and fro. 

Peaceful Doves were common and tame* srey crowned babblers kept up a 
noisy chatter, and white-naped and srey honeyeaters fed in uecalypt 
blossoms. Willie Wagtail and restless flycatchers also Singing. — 

OW the way to Kununnurra, we stopped at WEst Baines River, almost dry, 
without enough water to swim in, but a white-necked Heron was quietly 
fishing. Lovely orange flowered Eucalyptus miniata attracted many honey 
eaters including yellow tinted. Black-faced Cuckoo Shrikes and Peaceful 
Doves were here also and Striated Pardalotes. . 

AT Timber Creek, I talked to a gradev driver who told me that no vain 
had fallen since ilarch 3rd and none was expected until October. 


from Timber Creek to Kununnurra the scenery was more spectacular 
with a high red voek escarpment 3; to 1 Kn away and the. road wound about 
avoiding the roughest and steepest terrain. Lake Arcyle is nine times 
the size .of Sydney Harbour, it is a lovely sicht, but is being used 
for very little irrigation. Pelicans, Egrets, White-necked and Picd 
Herons. Pied Cormorants ,Darters, littel Corellas and Galehs were about 
the lake and surroundine trees. Sulphur-crested Cockatoos and Red-tailed 
Black cocketoos, Worthern Rosella. Pied Butcherbind and jiacnie Larks 
were all numerous. ; of iis : at Fat 
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A lovely orange Grevillea,(pteridifolia. I think) attracted white-thr- 
oated honeyeaters, as well as white--naped and yellow tinted. A walk 
along the Ord River revealed ilasked Finches and chestnut Breasted 
liannikins. 
From Gaamaantnn we followed the duncan liishway towards wyndhan, 

then the Gibb river Road into the Kimberleys: red sandy roads and ned 
eoek cliffs and peaks.The liagpie Lark, dillie VActail, Peaecful Dove and 
Black-faced Cuckoo shrike were seen every day whenever ve were near 
water, HIghlights of the stop on the King River vere plumed Whistling 
Ducks , Nankeen Nicht Herons, Red- ‘winged Parrots and Azure Kinsfishers. 
A stop on the Durack River added tvo most interesting and beautiful 
birds, the White Quilled Rock Pigeon and the Sandstone Shrike thrush, 
which whistled sweetly as it ran and walked under large boulders in the 
Shade, only flying short distances to another patch of shade. — 
Corellas and Galahs were noisy along the river and the great Bower 

Bird had built its bower not far fron the water. We also saw a little 
Cuckoo shrike. lliopokes called at night and Brolgas flew over calling 
loudly. 

On the way to lianning river Gorge, we saw Bustards. A Black Bittern 

Was busily fishing in the lianning river and we saw Jaeky Winters, Morth-- 
ern flycatchers, and Bar-breasted Noneyeaters,a silver crormed Friar 
Bird, Black-faced Yood Svallow,Golden Mhistler and Olive backed Oriole. 


At Vinjana G Gorge, Nankeen Kestrels were nesting hith in the rocky 
cliffs, magpie larks also nesting and mopokes were seen at close quart—. 
ers in daylight. Several great BoverBirds were coming to water, Diamond | 
Doveswere seen and figbinds » With lovely yellow breasts and reddish eyes. 

Geike Gorge on the Fr eerOe River “is a fine sheet of water where 
we enjoyed a Bese Mane cruise amonsst the Johnson River or Fresh Water 
Crocodiles. Every day was warn and cloudless 20--30 C. with a hich blue 
sky. 

Jane Purbrick.. 


ee an te nm ne 


The authors name was not included in this copy bute ERS SIE 
Scorn) 


5 
it was from Jeane. I hope we were picht. Ed. 
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REPORT OF COMIITTEE MEETING UELD JANUARY 20th 1982 


Discussion and final arrancements for campout at Licola set 


out. 
This would be announced at oes aS General Meeting. 


Mosses and Liverworts 5 day course at lionash .yniversity liay 24-28. 
Accomodation available at Normanby House $16. 50 ner nicht. 
contact Centre for Continuing Education, | jonash University Clayton 


3168. 


Publications received. ECOS, Victorian Naturalist. C.C.V.iiinutes 


Northern Territory Naturalist 
1982 Victorian alpine C alendar of fer $y 


-50 incl postarce. 
from C.C.V. P.O Box 845} lielbaurne 3001. 


Discussion re the forthcoming weekend when the P.1.C.A.members will 
visit the Latrobe Valley. Campin available at Hazelvood pondare. 
Advice re Hotels etc sent to Secretary. 

Saturday and sunday eveniness will be spent at the PAstal Institute 
Mall.in liorgell. Excursions arranged to liortrell National Park, 
Tarra Valley and Bulga Parks, Tour of S.E.C.area 

We hope it will be a pleasant weekend. 


We have not been advised of any charces for our meeting hall as vet. 
Advised that there is a room at lorvell Library which can be used by 
Community sroups . 


SUPPER ROSTER February 26th.iirs Padfield ifrs Branson 
The next Committee ileeting will be held on Wednesday Tetrbary 24th at 
the home of itr and lirs thompson, Downies Lane Traralgon South at 7.30 pn 
Any interested members are welcome at these meetings. 


rn a A A = a NR a ae = Ae nt ao = ty te eet 


ANNUAL HEETING | MARCH 26th 


liembers are asked to give some thought to the election of office bearers 
which will take place at the Annual iicetins liarch 26th 1992. 


We must elect 1. Secretary _ 2. llol Vice President(vacant sincel981) 
3. No 2 Vice President held by lir ©.thompson at present 
u. No 3 Vice President held by Mr E .Lubeke at present. 


The Committee is anxious to see some new people on the committee as 
these people just cannot continue for ever without some relict. 


Nomination forms will be included in liarch issue of Naturalist. 


ele eee ne stecelsanb- cob sreoaioastsspasherainenentpeumsetepereereseeeett ete TT 


Disturbing news re the Book Tax to be introduced, is that it night 
en our publication in some way. We are endeavourins to find out 
ust how the tax if implemented will affect the L.V. Naturalist 
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TijDEX FOR LATROBE VALLEY HATURALIST 1981 Hos. 205-216 
~~ Boobook Owls Fire yundon 213 Sept 
Care of Injured Btrds (tatk G.Flynn)d. Watt 216 Dee 
Daylight Out J.Galbratth 210 June 
1080 and fagles E. Lyndon 215 iov 
Gatlahs B.Lyndon 209 liay 
Letter Fron Beechuorth i.Gatbratth 212 Aug 
Letter from Vetpa /.lorton 215 Sep 
liagptes ai Lyndon 207 liar 
iurray River and Forests: Galbraith 215 iJov 
ature ilote £. 7. Lyndon 214 Oct. 
Parrots (talk P. Vroegop) 4. PRtngtin 213 Sep 
Parrots (tatk P.Vroegop) A. Rtnetn 214 Oct 
Peregrine Fatleon LPEOBrevster 210 dune 
Rejoteing tn the rain d.Lubeke 205 Jan 
Display of Australtan Flora J.Vatt 215 ilov 
Dunkeld to Hatls Gap L.Padfietd 214 Oct 
Holey Plains K.ileDonald © 2905 Jan 
Limosetla austratts B.Thonpson 209 flay 
Norvell ilattonal Park E.Jones — 206 Peb 
Horvetl attonat Park B. Thompson 212 Aug 
Vote about Flora H.Durgess 214 Oct 
Notes from Loeh Sport ezeurston B. Thompson 208 Apr 
Orehtids at Witson's Pron: Kk. Black 206 Feb 
Orchids (talk I.llorrtson) I.Petersoa 215 FHov 
Regtster of Outstanding Trees 212 Aug 
Watk to Waterloo Lay J.Gatbratth 205 Jan 
Vestern Australia i. Smtth 2185 ijov 
Blue Rock Dain G. Toye 212 Aug 
Dinosaurs (talk T.Rtien) R. Gaulton 209 iiay 
Thomson Dan(tatk A.ilarshattl) R.Gautlton 211 July 
Thomson Dan G. Toye 211 July 
Batrnusdatle Veekend E. Lyndon 216 Dee 
Forest Entonology (talk F.eunann) P.Flahavin 206 Feb 
itnting Caterptllars i. Brevster 208 Apr 
Wonders of ature A. Stevart 212 Aug 
ature i0tes E.Lyndon 


216 Dee 
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IUDEX FOR LATROBE VALLEY HATURALIST os 205-216 1982 | 


GENERAL 
Aeross tiountatn and PLhain(Book veview) J.Galbraith 208 Apr 
AITARCTICA . (tatk A.Humphreys) A.Hunphreys 212 Aug 
Bairnsdale Weekend OS SA LTE 216 Dec 
Constitution and Rules - — 2 el ‘= 210 June 
Do Flowers Speak? (Book review) J.£ve 206 Feb 
Fire tn S.f.Aust. Environment P.Smethurst 205 Jan 
(Patk C.lutter) 
Uenbers ltght P.Vatt 207 flax 
iiteroscopes (Tatk U.Bates) TDR AY 210 June 
iit Kosetusko lattonal Park JEP. Watt 207 ‘ar 
Hattonal Parks P.Reeves 215 Aug 
Southern China (fatk &.Turner) B.Phonmpson 207 Liar 
Vorltd Lnvtronnent Strategy 215 ilov 
EXCURSIONS 
Glen Hayook 27/6/81 J.Purbriek |. 213 Sep 
Holey Platins 28/10/80 er Re TeDonatd 205 Jan 
Holey PLatus 24/10/81 - - T.Peterson 216 Dec 
ilowwvell Hat. Park 26/9/81 J. Matt 214 Oct 
Orange-bellted Parrot 25/7/81 J.Lubeke 213 Sep 
Refuge Cove ‘ 2780 f. BPrevster 207 Far 
Sperm Wiiale Head 28/2/91 | J.Lubeke 208 Apr 
Thonson Dain 23/5/81 G. Toye 211dUly 
Venus Bay 28/3/81 C.Batlite 208 Apr 
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LATROBE VALLEY F.i.C. 


SALE F.C 


PRARALGOHW LF. i. C. 


HOU SECRETARY : 
Hes fi. Pevce2sor 
14 Barry Street 
HORVELL 5 
“prone 542 
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8.00pm on Ist Frtday 
each month, Room 13 
Continutng Educatton 
Centre, Raymond Street 
SALE 


8.00pm on Ist Friday 


7? Grahan Cres. 
TRARALGOIW 3844 


each nonth, at LV. 
Eduaeatton Butlding 
PRAPRALGOI 

Kosetusko St School. 


VARRAGUL F.i1.C. lip J.Brooks 
3 Hobet Street 
WARRAGUL 3820 
‘phone 2815638 


8,00 pin on 3rd Friday 
each month. Publte 
Library. WARRAGUL. 


DATRUSDALE F.il.C. ile E.V.Barton 8.00 pron Sed Friday 
13 Turnbull Street each nonth. 
BAT?ISDALE MARY 10. RRS He YL.. 


‘phone 523792 PAIRUSDALE. 


SUDSCRIPTIOIS « 


Die lave} Ist, payable to Hon Treasurer lips A. Stevart 
P.O.Box 169 


EBUBOROUGH 3828 


HATURALIST 86.00° PAMILY $8.00 SiuGLa LiENBERS $7.00 
LATROBE VALLEY iATURALIST ts the offtetal publteatton of the 
Latrobe Valley Freld ilaturalist Club. 
Contributions on any aspect of iatural History are tnuvtted froin 
“EMBERS OF ALL CLUBS and should be addressed to 
Hon Editor. .iirs L.Padftetd 
99 Chamberlain Rd. 
Tewborough 3828. 


Registered at the General Post Offi 
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VARRAGUL PIELD iATURALISTS CLUB. 


At the Warragul F.il.C.Annual Weeting on 19th February, ilrs Altee 
Jeneke was elected President: Jack Brooks, Seeretary:ilaney Brooks, 
Treasurer, iirps Doreen Bird ts our newly elected vice-President, with 
Frank Hanley aecepting the posttton of Asststant Secretary. 

Henbershép Fee venatns the sane at $2.00 with the optton of cont- 
etbuting to “Latrobe Valley Naturalist" for a further $6.00 for 1982. 

Altee Jencke showed slides of last year's tree planting by the 
Ranger and Staff and “Frteuds of ilount vorth" in the grasslands of the 
Park, beting the second annual planting, together utth vitevus of many of 
the seente spots around tie park. 


lie Seott Campbetl, the Park Ranger, then outltned the nany ways 


that the "Prtends” ean asstst ti the Park - such jobs as nahtng tree guar 
guards, tree planting tn the Wtnter. cutting tracks, ttdytug up by eolt- 
ecttngand venoving rubbish at natural beauty spots, ete- as vell as 
potnting to the great value of ieeting s otally tn the enjoynent of «a 
vatk t2 the park t2 eongental conpany utth the songs of the Lyrebirds 
providing the musteal haeckground. 

Anyone wtshtng to jotn the “Pritends" group acttvtttes can ring 


okts on (056)231 563 for future meeting dates and suggesttons 
table . equipment, tools ,ete that nay be requtved. 


At the moment, preparations are directed at veadiness for an event 
ti eonneec ee utth WATIOUAL HERITAGE EEK whieh ts aimed at avakeniing 
the eonsetousiess of the publte to tie tiportance of ilature in vetatton 


to peoples Cie in the modern . World which ts so often overlooked. 


The date ts 28th ilareh when a Bush Piente vttl be parttietpated tu by 

everyone wilo cares to conic. 

Starting from the liarragul civte Centre , we will travel via Seavteuv 

and llount Worth to Possum Iollow Piente Area tn I't Worth Park where 

we wttl meet with those who go diveet to that spot. 
It ts where the River Road(from Darnun) ftrst erosses the Vest Tarvin 
River. 


. 


oe nn oo ee ae 


Ife Alan liOrrison 


Members and friends of ii Alan Morrison will be sorry to hear that he 


suffered a’ stroke while attending the V.F.N.C.A. weekend in the Latrobe — 


Valley. He was admitted to hospital and is now in hospital in Melbourne. 
Ve wish him a speedy recovery. 

A card was sisned by all present at the meetine on Saturday Nic 
Given to him in hospital. 


‘ys E.Lyndon is back on the track again. She attended the last excurs- 
ion of L.V.F.N.C. and was at the outing to liortrell National Park on 
Saturday March 6th. to meet her friends from all over Victoria who 
had come to visit the area for the weekend. 


At ee le els aaa 
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HEUBERS BIGHT JATUARY 22nd. 


There was a nice collection of slides from our members for the 
evening, which covered many interests. 


Jean Galbraith presented slides of Carnivorous. plants. The Sundew and 


views showing the plant enlarged to show just how this plant dicests 


its food. The ‘Pitcher Plants and enlargzed views ‘and in section. . 
Fairies Aprons showins the bladders which open to tran insects . 
These were well explained to us all. | ; 

LORNA PADFIELD shoved slides of wilson's Promontory taken during Cur 
Week 1981 on the. various walks the croup took part in, but mainly the 
walk to Tongue Point. 

Eric Lubcke's slides took us to Venus 
prints” , and alpine views at Ht Baw Baw. Flowers wer Triscer Plants 


rn) 


| and Wedding Bush. Other views of interest were of Vonancatta valley and 


homestead area. 


ies Avwty had slides of an “Albino” Vombat which intricued us all. 

Another slide showed 11 emu eres in the nest. Other slides of Wittenoon 

Gorse and Hammersley Ranges were of interest showing the meny bricht 
colours of the rocks and the unusual formations. The Smoke bush < ah 
Kalbarri shoved what some of the flovers of North “est Australia ar 

like in that-:area. | 


Mary Huxley kept us in the west with slides of the beautiful flowers, 
Leschanaultea, Dampiera and Geraldton “ax plant. A Kangaroo Paw display 
in a local cemetery(evidently a good place for flowers) and the Purple 
Hovea were spectacular. A field of pink and white Everlastings cave us 
all the desire to go “west. The Cats Paw seemed to be the plant of 
lirs Huxleys choice. 


Bart Sterkenburg brought us eastward to iit Kosciusko, showing the views 
obtained from the summit.The roof of australia as it is known. | 
Seribble. Gums, Alpine Celery and Richea showed some of the flora. 

A bearded Lizard showing his frill looked frirhtenine. Other slides of 
Seaweed and an Octopus under water were interestinzc. 


The Thompsons presented Alpine flowers, samples of what micht be seen 
on the forthcoming alpine excursion. There were Daisy--bush, Snow Daisy, 
Trigger Plants, Eyebricht, the bright yellow Podolepis and Helichrysum 
and the delicate Gentian. The white flower of a Sundew was interesting. 
Orchids shown were the Veined Sun-orchid and Leek orchids. 


lips Vinell showed slides of pet Kangaroos , and the sand-erosion on the 
Gold Coast at Burleigh Heads. A largee tree shown was thourht to be a 
lioreton Lay Pigtree. ; ve 


Jean iierson brousht us back to Victoria and = ast Gippsland with views 
of the Cabbare Palns in the sub tropical areas near Cabbare Tree. 
These slides were most interesting as there are not many of these trees 
srovwineg in their natural habitat now. 


contd. eee DD ' 


Day in the area of the “Bird Foot- 


q 
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UEMBERS HIGHT JAUUARY 22nd. — 


The Brooks slides were of Northern Territory subjects. 

The Umbrivarra gorse near PIne Creek was a lovely area. A picture of 
Climbing Fern (one of the few fern in .T.) , Serew Palm and a flower 
which proved to be one of the Hibiscus family. 


Then we travelled to Vest Australia and the Hidden Valley near Kununarra 


showing the srandeur of the rock formations. A display ofCalytrix vas 
Spectacular. 


The seneral exhibits were seeds of Uakea, fruits of Kiwi Bush (Casuarina 
muelleri) very like a small kiwi. The unusual fruits of some Eucalypts, 
Dishes of Yellow Bladderwort and Duckweed. / 


It was a most interesting and informative evening. 
-L.Padftetd 


TAITUARBRY CAIPOUT. by Don Thompson 
The weather and the company were very pleasant, so the weekend was 
most successful. During the weekend about 36 members were present. 
llany members arrived of Friday and vot the camp working in fine order: 
so by the time we arrived on Friday evening the water for showers, etc. 
was hot and the electricity was available. ee 


The 'Rirdos" rose early Saturday morning and went in search of | 
their feathered friends. The others rose later and after breakfast took 


@ leisurely walk in the bushland and river area near the camp. There was_ 


always someone at the camp to welcome the new arrivals. 


After lunch an exeursion to iit Tamboritha was arranged so that mem— 


bers who had to leave on Sunday could see the alpine flowers. While. 
Many of us explored the flora around the iit Tamboritha cattle yards, 
some cars were held up down the road as one car had engine trouble. 
However the men were equal to the situation and after some time the | 
problem was solved and rectified. We did not move on because of the num- 
ber of interestins plants to investigate in that area. I felt the flow- 
ers were a little later than usual in bloomins this year, probably due 
to the autumn rains being later, The Summer Greenhood produced a few 
blooms for us to find. The Bluebells were truly beautiful, large in 

Size and deep:.in colour. Both the paler Tall Bluebell and the darker 


Royal Bluebell had many flowers in bloom. The creeping Matted Bossiaea 
Still had some orange and brown pea flowers. The clusters of yellow and 
brown pea flowerswith very tiny leaves and unusual pods divided zlinh toy 197: | 
lengthwise, had many of us tricked until Miss Galbraith came along and 
identified it as jiountain iMirbelia. The distinctive long orange buds of 


the Dwarf Geebung and the srevillea -like flowers were easy to .see! 
but as the plants crept along the ground it required quite a stoop to 
appreciate them. Some members tasted the tempting little berries of the 
‘ountain Beard-heath whose bushes were seen in several places duping 
the weekend. oe 

contd...pn4 


| 
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JAHUARY CALPOUT. 
However as a feed they left much to be desired as they had little flesh; 


-but they did stimulate the saliva and so would help thirsty travellers. 


The pale Vanilla Lilies, with their nodding dainty flowers, were ench~ 
anting. there were two different daisy-bushes - the Large-leaf Daisy- 
bush with, as the name sussests, large leaves bright and smooth green 
above but almost cottony on the underside and the other iloth Daisy~-bush 
with smaller leaves and the flowers with only 3 white ways. The deep 
pink triggers and the orangze Alpine. Podolepis with the three-lobed 
"petals" and the transparent bracts added bright colour to the area. 
The large white Snow Daisies and the smaller Chamomile sunray are also 
characteristic alpine flowers. Less conspicuous were the unusuel shaped 
flowers of the fine-leafed form of the Elderberry Panax. The small Bottle 
daisy lookedas. if all the flower heads had fallen off justleaving the 
sreen cup. In some cases this was right, but there were also heads with 
‘che tiny green ‘tubular flowers in full bloom but not exceeding the creen 
cup and therefore not noticeable unlesss under magnification. 
The other very interesting plant was the Austral Moonwort that is not 
seen very often. ey 

On the Sunday excursion we headed for the Caledonia stamp in the 
hope of collecting specimens of Epacris coreacea «the Illarvarra Coral 
Heath that had recently been found there and was not previously recorded 
in Victoria. The herbarium needed specimens for the records. 
We had several stops alone the way. the first being Lost Plain which © 
was our first snow plain. Here we found the little ereeping Ivy Goodenia | 
‘<he Lattice Everlasting with tiny cream flowers in dense clusters and 
the dark green leaves pressed closely into the white branches making a 
lattice pattern; the tiny button-like flowers of Cotula; the tiny white 
flowers of the Alpine woodruff and the starry white flowers of the Pri- 
ekly Starwort; the mauve flowers of the eyebright: the small shrubs of 
the tree violet and the tiny teatree-like flowers of the mountain Heath 
myrtle -Baeckea gunniana- ; and the delicate clusters richt on the ground 
of the Alpine Trachymene. Here we also found a lovely bloom of the mauve 
Leek-orchid with its white tongue pointing upvards. Yellowish green _. 
tufts proved to be the Tyin-flowered navel vith tiny_flowers in pairs: 
later on: in the day we found another Knavel with single flovers. 


‘my 


We then set off.acain looking. for a bos to find other types of flow- 
ers. Our next stop was not as rood a bos as we had hoped. but we were 
shown a waterfall about 6 metres hich and around the base vere several 
ferns including the Alpine Waterfern, :iother Shield-fern, Weeklace Fern. 
But more exciting was the leaves of the Silky Daisy, a second kind of — 
Snow Daisy. This one loses all its leaves in the winter and only a mass 
of intertwined roots remain ready for the next Spring. We believe this 
is only the second record area outside the Bogong High Plains area, 
where this plant grows. There was also a bush of the pink Alpine Rice- 
flower and specimens of the Alpine Groundsel with its big yellow daisy 
flowers. 


contd...pp  § 
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JAHUARY CAUPOUT. contd... 


From this interesting spot we moved on to the turnoff to the Cal- 
adonia swamp and had lunch there. As the road to the swamp looked rather 
roush and dangerous because of its pebbles which can make the wheels of 
the cars slip, it .was decided that one car go down to the samp and 
see if the road was passable for the whole excursion and the rest of 
the excursion would walk over to look down into Bryces Gorge. 

Ollie took our car down towards the swamp; but about halfway down ‘we 
met Evan and Clere Chesterfield, who had collected somw specimens of 

the heath. So it was decided to turn back and nobody else went down to 
the swamp. Everybody was left free to make their own way back to camp 
Stopping where they wished. There was a wonderful display of colours in 
profusion with the Triggers, Bluebells, snow Daisies and Buttons, Ever- 
lastings, ete. Many people stopped to photograph these. Some flowers r 
have not mentioned that were seen in several places include the bricht 
Orange Everlastings, the Billy Buttons, the shaccy Pea, the delicate 
Mauve flowers of the Derwent speedwell and the flowering Snow Gums. 
{nls pepoet does not include all the flowers seen for the weekend as 
did not make a list while we were up there. : : , 

Unfortunate incidents for the weekend included a visit from two 
bikies who were investigating the cars at 1 am when disturbed by our 
President. fad Jin not cot up to see what was roing on, the bikies 
Could have had quite a haul from the cars. In the early hours one morn- 
ine , a member “jumped” from a top bunk vakening everyone. 

_ In the evenings we enjoyed music of the recorder, ocarina and 
Suitar and sincinc and, of course, much chatter. : 

iio report for the weekend would be complete without the thanks to 
the iaembers tho organised the sleeping quarters, Lit the furnace and : 
kept it coins for our hot water, pumped up the water when neccessary anc 
°pened up and locked up the camp. I am sure. everyone present will have | 
Many happy memories of the weekend. 


Plants as they appear in the article. : Gert 
ummer Greenhood «- Pterostylis decurva Tall Bluebell~Wahlenbergia stricta 
Royal Bluebell- Wahlenbergia gloriosa jiatted Bossiaea~Bossiaea b xifolia 
Mountain lirbelia~ Mirbelia oxyloboides Dwarf Geebung:-Persoonia chamaepeuc 
Mountain Beard-heath Leucopogon suaveolens Pale Vanilla Lily-~Anthropodium 


al 


Lange--leaf Daisy-bush- Olearia megalophylla — milleflorum 
ihe Daisy~bush- Olearia erubescens Trisgers-Stylidium grammnifolium 
Foe Podolepis --Podolepis robusta Snow Daisy-Celmisia asteliifolia 


amomile Sunray~- Helipterum anthemoidesElderberry Panax- Bolyscias | 
mall Bottle-daisy- Solenogyne bellioides ~ sambucifolius -- 
ustral lioonvort- Botrychium australe Ivy Goodenia-Goodenia hederaceca 
Sace Everlasting-Helichrysum hookeri Alpine iloodruff-Asperula gunnii 
roe iG Starvort- Stellaria pungens Purple eyebright-Euphrasia collina 
‘Mauve Soe we menanthers angustifolia (Alpine Trachymene-Trachymene 
: eek-orchid- Prasophyllum sutton2 eet humilis 

Motes Waterfern-Blechnum penna~marina Twin-flowered Knawel Scleranthus 
een Shield-.fern~ Polystichum proliferum _ -biflorus 

Cklace Fern- Aspleniua flabellifoliun Silky Daisy-Celnisia sepicophylla 
Bares nels Bie aaa et apa eat (pine Croundsel--Senecio pectinatu 
D B verlastinc~ Helichrysum acuninate iy SRE Ton CREOLE. GAUGE 


erwent needr i ] Jerpuentiana 197. 
Speedirell-~ Parahebe derwentiane Snow Guins-Eucalyptus pauciflora 
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NT A i a Sa OE 
REPORT OF COMMITTCE HNEETIVG HELD FEBRUARY 24th 1982. 


AUMUAL UEETIUG: fiarch 26th. Offices to be fttled.are 
Vice President 1 year term (not filled. last year) 
Viee President 2 years held phy i'r Thompson 

Viee President 2 years held by i'r Lubcke 


Secretary 2 year term held by iire Peterson who has been in the posttton 
for 8 years. 
Homtnatton forms .in thts tssue of iaturaltst. 


in Gears eh DA el een peered AS eet mee PES RAD a nT ate hey oN Ss 
Advised that there had been a postal inerease, also we do not know yet 
tf tke proposed Book Tax will affeet the Vaturalist. 

Discusston took place ve the ratsing of fees , but decided to defer 

a dectsion for 6 months when a further look at the sttuatton wtll be 
taken. 

Correspondence recetvec: Details of C.C.V.Annual Meeting 

Details of ao Publte ijeeting re Hoodehtpping. 
Clematis, #.E.laturalist (fas) i. %.iaturalist. Vietortan laturaltst 
83.G.A.P. Maroondah Group Hevusletter. Petition from A.C.F. ve Save the 
Barrier Reef. 

Hatural Utstory iiedallion: decided that ve would support the 10MtRAELON 
Or lites Rtka Lrtekson from Vest Australia. 


An arttele appeared oin the Traralgon Journal re tie cutting of Tree- 
ferns in the Calignee area. A letter vas urtitten to the paper and 
printed wtth the name of our Club at the end. This Letter was not senv 
by the Club although ve dtd agree wit the sentinentd eppressed. 

The Journal is to apologise to the Club for thts overstgnt by a Prepor- 
ter . The Connittee vas rather disturbed by this happening. 
CRIMIGAN RESERVE. Horuell. tir Lubeke attended a meeting tn whieh the 
local people are attempting to find out just what wtll happen to the 
area. Barry Tratll had written a thests about the area and tts prospects 
of becoming a reserve or not. We are still avatting the outcone of 
further talks with Counectl. S.E.C. ete. 
The book “fhe VONDERFUL BUTTERFLY’ by Jean Gathratth was to be presented 
to VYoorabinda Camp in appreciation of betng able to use the area for. 
our Christnas Breakup. 


Conservatton Co-ordinator reported that we are considering the. 6th 
Ssubnisston ve the S.E.C.Driffield Project. . 
9.8.C.had sent details of proposed Transmission line between Sale and 
Bairnsdale. The posttton oj easements and alternate routes marked. 

Ye are to coninent on this wtthin one inonth. j 


Supper Roster arch 26th. fivs Huxley irs iierson. 


The next comnittee meeting vill be held on Nednesday ilareh 24th at 
the hone of livres Padfield 99 Chanbertatz road at 7.30 pi. 


The editor (iirs Padfteld witl be absent fron July to Lepteiber. 
Does anyone feel able to do typing for tise Jatuvalist during this time. 
If so please contact the above as sooi as posstbte. 
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PRESIDENTS REPORT 


Reviewing the last 12 months, I feel that they have been most success-- 
ful, not only have we had very good sneakers, meetings and excursions 
but have participated in other activities. 


we manned a stand in conjunction with the National Parks at the rotary 
Club display at Kernot Hall during the Latrobe Valley Festival and also 
helda Native Flora and Fauna show in the Postal Institute Hall which 
was an outstanding success and from these two activities we gained new 
members. "e hosted the. Victorian Field Naturalists Club Association — 
during the Labour weekend and I thank all those members who gave up © 
their weekend to make it successful. 


Our Xmas breakup. was held at Woorabinda school camp and was well atten- 
ded and everyone enjoyed themselves. Our January campout: was held at 
the Traralgon Figh School Camp at Licola and was fully booked out. 

My thanks so to the members for their untiring efforts in making it con- 
fortable for those attending. 


Many submissions have been tendered to the appropriate authorities By 
our conservation Conon nai Ora ips Thompson) and an excellent job has 
been done. 


AN sad Snaliinys to nee year Gree been the death of Miss ¢ Pair enlonie who 
was a foundation member. 


Special thanks to lirs Tris Peterson, our Secretary who has kept me inf- 
ormed on club matters during the past year. 


I conclude this report by thanking you all for the. opportunity of being 
your president, and sincerely hope to enjoy the next 12 months as well 
as the last. 


J.“all (President) 


STATEMENT OF RECEIPTS AUD EXPENDITURE t'arch ist to February 28th 


1981 1982 
Summary of Cash Receipts Summary of Payments. 

Balance as at 2/3/81. $129.44 Naturalist ~ : ae $540.38 
Bank Interest. 9.33 Petty Cash Secretary and 
Donations (incl suppers and Publicity 84.72 
Sale of plants) 112.86 Subscriptions and donations 
Proceeds from Flower show 175.95 : 69.00 
Sale of plants at show 145.20 ire of Hall Flower Show 75.00 
Licola Campout 125.00 Microphone for meetings 26.50 
Cheques from iiiss Galbraith 70.80 Traralgon High School 
liembership Subscriptions 80.50 for LIcola Campout 125.00 
liagazine Subseriptions 374..00 To iliss Galbraith ~ 70.80 

~BOok for Woorabinda 3132-5 


5 Balance on hand 2/3/82 274.43 
SIZ69.08 : $1269.00 
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JAUUARY CAUPOUT.: 


ene 


Some comments on the flora at the campout by liiss Galbraith. 
The Bluebells are always a feature of the alpine plains in late January 
and we saw three species - the large-flowered rich purple Dlue Royal 


Bluebell with firm shining leaves. vith crinkled edses: the usually paler 


“plue Tall Bluebell with soft hairy leaves: while here and there were the 
~Sprawling Bluebells with tiny almost minute flowers on single stems when 


they grew amongst dry rock crevices, but living un to their name in 
much branched sprawling bushes in damp places. é 


Ye did not record all the trees, though about a dozen species of 
Eucalypts were noted. Especially interesting amongst them were the | 
Spinning top Gums - fine. widely branched trees along the eree below 
where we lunched. The “spinning top" leaves, encircling the stems and 
often breaking free and spinning raund, are only on young trees. 

I did not find any young trees. It was interesting too to see Black 
Sallee with starry clusters of buds and white Sallee(snow gum) with 
its heavier, often bluish fruits, growing together near the Tamboritha 
Stockyard. ; y 

-The new discovery for that part of the mountains was the handsome 
silky Daisy(Celmisia sericophylla)handsome in flower at least, but there 
vere no flowers.” Was too early for them, but the Tinp silky grey- 
green leaves in a reat mass direwtly under a little waterfall on the 
Bennison Plains were unmistakable. Silky Daisy differs froin the big 
Silver Daisies common on the hich plains in havine annual, not perennial 
leaves. those of the big silver Daisies, which were flowering all 
over the hich plains, live under the snow during winter and are very 
stiff, crowing in tufts, each plant distinct from the others. 
While the silky Daisy loses its leaves in winter making new ones when 
the snow melt uncovers its masses of thick interwoven vhizomes(no signs 
of separate tufts). It flowers when the Silver Daisies-are nearly over 
and its flowers, though little if any larger than Silver Daisies, look 
larger and whiter because the petals are broader. 


re en LT 


BIRDS OF Tilt COAST. Talk by Dre. R.Brown 26/2/82 


Dr. Robert Brown of Warragul spoke to a large.sroup of members 
and visitors et the February meeting his subject being “Sea Birds of . 
the world". This talk was illustrated by slides many of which had been 
taken overseas , on the many trips taken by Dr Brown. 


The first few slides showed the different environmental habitats 
of bird groups. Seashore, coastal areas, salt flats, low sandy beaches, 
and sand dunes. Dr Brown mentioned a superb spot for viewing waders, 
stilts, avocet, and sea birds, namely ,llerribee. ‘ nt 
Examples of the different sroups of sea birds were Pensuins, Petrels, 
Shearwaters, Albatross, ‘laders, Gulls and Terns. Amonr some of the int- 
eresting features of these birds is the scale like effect on the feath- 
ers of the Fairy Penruins, the reason for which is unknown. 


contd...pp 3 
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an 3 BIRDS OF THG COAST. — contd... 

The Albatross is na seen in the northern henisphere Saal? takes. as lone 
as 6 to 7 years to fully mature. The Osprey which is one of;the few 


large sea water feeding birds of prey can be seen all over the vorid . 
and has a large untidy nest. 


For all his photography Dr Brown used a Telephoto liirror Lens and 
did not use a hide, » in fact. he stated he had never been in a hide. :- 
During his talk Dr Brown was assisted by tiv Richard Woods. who pers Iie 
the projector. " 


Peg Vall. 
ee Ses Pe eee 
SOUMETHIIG ABOUT SPIDERS. 

There has been some disquieting reports in the press of recent 
weeks concerning -venemous spiders. It seems that spider specialists 
are few and far between and we are only now learning that some common 
Species are dangerous. Reactions to the poison seem to vary from person 
to person, but, like our snakes, few of our victorian spiders are agr- 
ressive.] met a lass this week who told me that a fairly large black 
spider had crawled into her ear as she lay in bed. It did not “Dit e her, 


Her husband poured a drop of o31 on it and it obliging sly backed out 
again. I could not Bene sSs a shudder : 


All spiders carry some poison, usually’ Foon shy enough toe immobilise. 
their particular prey. The two most publicised and deadly kinds are . 
well known, and, in addition to these, we have a couple of amacedhioad 
-Species with a bad reputation. oon: Che boda cast 
“The common Australian Black ifouse Spider, Iz:ewticus robustus,; can cause 
veryunpleasant symptoms. The larga Female ives.in dark window corners 
in a dusty funnel--shaped web. The srialler male has_ a habit of vandering 
round the walls at seme times of the year, and i's likely to lose 
his footing and drop onto beds. I was bitten on the weist by one of 
these and was off colour for a week, sufferins severe muscular pains. 


They are despatched on sight nov. 

In my pottine shed lives another large black spider also native with 

a sort of cylindrical body, and if one looks closely, a white tip on 

its rear end. This is Lampona cylindrata , the White-tailed Spider, 
which is said to pack a very severe bite. When I am sorting wattle 
Seeds from paper bags there are usually several white-tails that waddle 
off into dark corners. Some of the wolf spiders are under suspicion of 
Causing gangrene with their. bites, but this particular spider is as yet 
unidentified. There is no need to panic, but it is well to treat all 
Spiders with respect, and to wear gloves when gardening or sorting mat- 
erial that has lain undisturbed for a while. Feu people suffer bites, 
and the epider Ene: in general are great destroyers of harmful insects. 


Etten Lyndon. 


0 eel 
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CAPE YORK VALKABOUT. ~~ 


I don't think I told you about my trip to Unilya Point last year 
in August with the National Parks and Wildlife Si cudy Tean. ‘Unilya point 
is north of here but south of the Jardine, and forns part of Comalco’s 
lease. There is no road access, so we went up by boat( a fishing barge) 
two days, and then set up camp just behind the beach on the edge of 
vine forest. Mick goodwin , a H.P.W.S. botanist who works with Peter 
Stanton in Cairns was also on the trip ~ and he and I botanized for 
10 days while the others did the fauna work -. happily, spotlighting etc. 
iiick and I walked and walked through swamps, along dunes, through mangr- 
oves, over sand plains - through some truly fascinating country. 
Mick is also a soil scientist, so I learnt so much. What was fascinating 
was to see how the land had changed, and the vesetation, as the sea 
receded. We found parallel dunes and old remnants of dunes miles inland. 


The first colonizers of the dunes areCasuarina equisel: ‘oliafzand grasses 
and vines, and then Melaleuca dealbata colonizes in the svamns and then 
maybe vine forests. It was a real botanical feast - and there were 
lielaleucas. galore -- they are such a complicated group, and nobody seems 
table to sort then out- and there are definately undescribed ones. 

Ve got into low (.2m) tielaleuca swamps, typical I gather of the Jardine 
swamps which stretch for miles and are almost impossible to walk through 
We also found wonderful swamps with the most incredible stands of 
Nepenthes mirabilis * and pitchers of all sizes, and myriads of other 
little insectivorous plants- Droseres , Spathulate petiolaris , Utricul- 
arias, Stylidiums. We are still sorting out some or the species. 


; Ann florton 
from a letter to Jean Galbraith. 


* 
*Casuarina equt stttifolia 


EXCURSIOU TO AUDERSONS TiLET AD TilVERLOCH AREA 27/2/82 


With a lovely morning sky with a hint of Autumn the members conrre- 
gated at lieeniyan to receive a briefing fron our fellow members: Bulies and 
Ossie Brewster who able organised the days activities 


Fourteen cars in convoy proceeded tovards Inverloch and phe firs 
pone of interest was a stop at the local tip: The point being a.row: of 
trees planted seven years aso alongside a road by Ins Lyndon a screen, 
the scarred bush of the tip area , a commendable effort. . ; 

iWe then Travelled on and arrived at the BnOQ area at tiahers femal ie 
on the inlet. The weather was still fine but a cool sea breeze warranted 
a cardigan. 

The first bird at note sighted (by Dr t Rob BrOUnD was 2 -Peresrine Fal 
con hovering over sthe approaches to the car park. A few members probably 


missed it. 
contd. ..pp 5 
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_EXCURSIO! TO AUDERSOUS THLET AilD THVERLOCH ARTA contd... 


Then the following birds were sisthted- Red-browed Finch, Sharp-tailed 
Sandpiper, White-faced Heron, Spur--1yinged Plover, Pacific Gull (immature 
and mature), Silver Gull, Little Pied Cormorant, Eastern Curletw,White 
Ibis, Crested Tern, Black Suan,'lood Swallow, Dusky Wood Swallor, Silver- 
eyes,Grey Fantail, Willy Vagtail, iagpie Lark, Red~canped Dotterel , 
Caspian Tern, Whistling Kite, Double Danded Plover and finally Red--necked 
Stints. 


All of these birds. were sighted at various times during the day. 
The Red- caooed Dotterel breeds Tho iletr Zealandand like the Double Banded 


Plover is a relatively uncommon bird in S.E.Australia. 


Lunch was <aken on the beach at Inverloch and those energetic 
walkers who worked off their calories in the direction of Ea8les Nest 
were treated to a sight of black coal quite visible in the cliff face. 
One wonders what the vegetation and birdlife was like which potted dorm 
to form it. 

After lunch we returned to Inverloch township and visited the display 
centre for the South Gippsland Conservation Society and saw some very 
interesting publications related to Conservation. 


Then a visit to the Shell lituseum with its interesting collection 
of liarine Life preceeded our return to our first major call ,iiahers Lan- 
ding. By this time the tide and time vere almost right to.see some more 
birds. After a patient wait in the tussocks some small birds flew in 
from across the other side of the Inlet but did not go to ground as 

“pected. Instead they carried on their swift flight towards Inverlock. 


On returnins to the car park the members were csreeted by a very 
lovely sight of a huge flock of Red-necked Stints on the beach sand west 
of iiahers Landing huddled ° cocether looking like an area of fabricated 
cobblestones all exactly the same size shape and colour and probably 


the flocks of flashing wings which refused to join us near*the tussocks. 


Special thanks are due to Eulie and Ossie Brevster Fese their guid- 
ance during the day and to the various ~“birdos* who helped with ident- 
ification. 

J. Broil. 


Urs ELLen Lyndon vishes to thank all L.V.F.i.C. menbers who sent cards, 
flowers and vistted her during her recent stay tn hospital. 
All these efforts were greatly apprectated by her. 


qoankuon also to the rangers of the Hattonal Parks who gave thetr ttine 
to assist the V.F.i].C.A.menbers when they vtsited these areas on their 
Deekend tn larch. 

fhe Rangers are liark Doyle, Tin Oconnor and JIn Catterwalt from iorwell 
Tarra Valley and Bulga Nattonal Parks. 
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REPORT OF COHNIITTTEE ieETING MELD ilarch 24th 1982. 


lirs Wall offered to do typing for Naturalist in the abscence of the 
_Editor. lips Peterson offered to assemble and post Naturalist while 
lirs Burns is away. iliss Galbraith till do any editing necessary. 
_Please note that for the months of July August and September that any 
_correspondence for the Naturalist should be sent to jirs Wall 156 Kay St 
Traralgon 384, 


Discussion re arrangements for Annual iieetince and lege Lon of office 

| bearers. 

ileeting siaesiters April excursion decided. Yanakiec Township so that all 
can find their own way there and only travel in convoy the distance to 
‘Wilsons Prom from there. ; 


| Details of-V.F.i. - Botany Group Excursion which we would not be able to 
attend. 
| Letter fron ‘V.F.N.C.A. expressing thanks for the pleasant weekend spent 
in Latrobe Valley during ifarch 6.7.8. 
There is to be a liini Campout 28th august at Bendigo , centred in the 
Whipstick area. 
| Publications received. 

C.C.V.Annual fieeting Arcenda. Ecos, N.T.Naturalist 
Geelong Naturalist S.G.&.P.iiaroondah Group Iewsletter. 
Yoodchipping (Native Forest EEK) 


Geeening of the Valle Latrobe Valley Forum wanted to know our policy 
on this matter. tip TUbeke is the representative on the committee. 

After much discussion a policy was d&cided upon which im Lubeke would 
take to the L.V.Forun. Pa Ute 


Mir Wall thanked all for help during the V.F.N.C.A.weekend. 
40 people came from jielbourne and other parts of Victoria for the weekend. 


Ve heard with sorrow of the death of lliss Auchterlonie. iflembers of the 
Club were represented at the service for her at Thorpdale. A plate to be 
on table at general meeting for contributions tovards floral tribute. 


iiiss Galbraith reported that there is reneval inprovement in the condition 
of lim alan llorrison, she had visited hin _vecently. net 

ise Morrison wished to thank all members for their, heln and concern, visits 
in hospital, flowers, cards etc.. ai cinerpdee 


Conservation CO--ordinator. reported oe ae had written to. the Vermin 
and Noxious Weeds authority re the Boneseed infestation at Giffard. 
A bird list supplied to B.0.C. of Giffard Rifle Range area. 


Submission to S.B.C. re power line easements 


Next committee meeting: will be held on Wednesday April 21st at the hone 
of the Lubckes 22la Helen Street MOrwell at 7.30 pn. 


pees Roster April. 23rd.... Mrs O'Reilly Mrs Burns. 
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POLLIWVATLOM STUDIZS Til BUCALYP®S. 
Tatk by Dv A.R.GRiffin 26/3/82. 


After spending many years studyins the senetics of conifers, espec- 
ially Pinus radiata, Dr Griffin turned his attention to the reproductive 
biolosy of eucalyots. This was in response to a demand for knowledge and 
skills in the breeding of cucalvpts for improved seed to be used in 
plantation establishment. 

About 40 % of australias land erea carried tree ee mallee commun- 
ities before European settlement. Unlike many temperate Forest commun- 

ities in the northern hemisphere the meiority of aes are hardwoods, 
andof those eucalypts predominate. Eucalypts grow in habitats rancine 
from alpine to semi desert and their form v aries from 20 m tall Eucal- 
yptus resnans to low mallee species. About 450 species have been identif- 
ted. ot which 111 are listed in a recent Natio nal Parks publication as 
rare or threatened. 


In discussing eucalypts it is important to understand the taxonony 
of the menus. The senus Eucalyptus is within the family Myrtaceae and 
is divided into several subgenera. Two subrenera represented in the 
Gippsland area areiionocalyptus and Symphyomyrtus. 
Species of the Monocalyptus have only one speculum(the cap coverins the 
stamens) whereas those of Symphyonyrtus have two.Species from different 
subgenera cannot hybridize, due to senepic incompatibility, but those 
from within the same subgenera can. For example E.rernans and E.obliqua 
from lionocalyptus can hybridize and likewise E.viminalis and E. ~clobulus 
from Symphyomyrtus. When hybridizing,species are growinr in close prox | 
imity, ecological factors and flowering biology are very important in | 
retaining species integrity... Classification of individual eucalypts is | 
based on habitat, tree size and forn. ,bark type, adult and juvenile 
leaf venation and shape, inflorescencetype: bud and fruit size,shape 
and structure, and ovate and seed coat structure. No single character 
is usually definitive. 


While tazxonorny is important it is much more interesting to know 
what the adaptive advantases of the characteristics taxonomists use are. 
{ow do species retain their penetic intesrity, compete with each other 
for habitat resources and interact with thein ‘pollinators etc. .? 
Answers to these sort of auestions give real insichts into the evolut- 
ion of the group and will ‘hopefully allow us to plan successvully for 
the conservation of those communities which are threatened by alternat- 
ive land uses. 


The rest of the talk concentrated on some relationships between 
various flowering characters of different eucalypt species and thein 
pollinators. 

Some major floral traits in eucalypt -s that vary widely anor. 
flowering season, affecting the array of active vectors; flower size, 
affecting the size of the pollen/nectar reward and the component of the 

flower visitors which effects pollination: numbers of flowers per inf flor- 
escence, Siege energy expenditure in reward harvest: stamen colours,» 
affecting visual attraction: and nectar exposure and flower Dee Souis Cane 
affecting adeessi pine to the reward. The question arises “ Are these 
variations adaptions to particular types of pollinators? " 


contd..pp 2 


LATROBE VALLEY WATURALIS® (2) ISSUE ilo 221 MAY 1982 


POLLIUATION STUDIES Ii? FUCALYP?S. contd... 


The following three premises were derived from seneral literature 
on flowering biolocy. 
ib. Insects are -more active in sumer than winter: birds are less 
seasonal. ; 


2. Large vectors are attracted to larce rewards (nectar) 
3. lon white flowers are more cotonly associated with birds 
than insects. . 
Studies on Western Australian eucalvnts valideted these premises. 
such that larce flowers tend to be bird pollineted, coloured (red or 
yellow) and non-seasonal white small flowers tend to be insect pollin-~ - 


ated, white and quite eect es 

The imnortance of flora 1 structure was also deseribed in relation 
to two clese oly related species Brewing at Cowvarr: E.rolvanthemos and. 
E.gideroxylon. Even thousch they a capable of hvbridization this | does. 
not occur. the reason for this lic s in their pollination biolocy. 
&.polyanthemos has. small erect flowers and is more freauently visited 
ond é-—pottinated iy insects(bees, wasps, moths and butterflies) than birds. 
“whereas .sideroxylon has eee and drooping flovers and is more frea-- 
uently visited and pollinated by birds(ved vattle bird,sulnhur crested 
cockatoo, erdmson rosella 7 5 MBIe ie ene ) than insects. lience, there is 
very little cross pollination because very (different po- ESE vectors are 

involved. 7 

The talk was upmeniad ee an ey cel ere set of i LIUseERGe et aes 
and enjoyed by all present. ~ 


Phttlin Snethurst 


he ale Decenben Janine an 
discovering all sorts of th 
otten about over the dry sea 


y, and lovely tine of year with respect to 
as 
é 
wretched annual weeds such as 
oe OT 
c 


Sie in the forest Wiich vou have BOD Gea 
(es well as the irksome side of ; seeins 
YPTIS nop up evervunere). 


nd © 


De 
a 
3 Ht tit ie cr 9 


Grasses are becinnine to-flover, the weed “pane .. Caynpatea and Cissus 

bursts out of norhere and Sc) 1 s thithe “a and yon, dear, little Brunon-: 
iella australis makec disp avs. oF white flowers in the mornings and they 
drop off as it heats up(they were at their best in Decenber). : 


The Crinium Lilies were also lovely with. the ‘first cood rains, . 
Yes T have seen Burnmannia - “only occas ionally , and TI aoe it only Fron a 
couple of places close to here. both in lovely svampy areas with Xanth- 
ostemon crenulata and Tristonia and sedtes and Nepenthes and other ‘svampy 
delichts ineludine Yellow billed Kingfishers. heard much more than seen. 


5 Ann Orton , 
from a Letter to iiss J.Galbratith. 


7 Ls 
. ; > bs , 
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_UARCH BXCURSTOW Ii LHE VARRACAIT DISTRICT. 


It was a morning of glorious sunshine, with little indication of 
thedownpour we were to experience later, when we sathered at Gunn‘ sGully 
for our liarch excursion. We were led by De Rod Griffin, who had been 
guest speaker at our meeting the previous evenine, and was to introduce 
us to the Eucalypts which srow in our crea. 

He was accompanied by his dauchter Brontyn, whose presence and assi 
ance added to the enjoyment of the day, and assisted by Philip snmet 
tho, looked up various references for us./fter our president had ch 
up and fined those for not weaping name EaGeD eicht vchicles set o: 
We travelled alonc the hichvay tovardsiiorwell, then had an secias! 
ent view of 4 the siog enshrouded Valle vy as: We crossed the overpass at the 
‘Yallourn turnoff, OUr first stop was onVary' s Track, where we were sreet-: 
ed by the call of a Yellow Robin and four different soecies of Eucalypt. 
Ina lower-lying rully area was evades | or Swamp Gum, which has- 
sreater tolerance for vaterlogred soils. Its leaves have a vavy edre 
doa distinct ovate shape, which sives: ie species its name. 
t the top it had lovely sm-otn branches: where the bark had peeled off 
in ribbons. On closer inspection, we were able to see some florvers 


On hicher ground was E.vadiata, the narrow leaved peppermint, ener Tts 

many simall buds (up to 20 in @ach eluster) and its flat -~topped fruit: 

7 Se Soe eae (or Yertchuk, with its. Haba (glossy leaves, unusual rourh 
Darl and wide flat dish on hthe fouit: and E.obliqua_, or ‘‘essmate, with 

its strincsy bark, goblet shaned fruit and: unusual leaves which curve in 

on one side to ACes the stalk at a higher point, thus civine the neme 

“obliqua", 

‘ Rod pointed out to us that it was unusual to have species of the 
same subrenera crowing in close proximity . but as flowerinz times varv 
they are temporarily isolated from each other and thus do nat cross poll- 
inate. 

Ve returned to the cars and Be along the service road on the 
south side of the highway to our next stop, where we were introduced to 
E.cephalocarpa,the Silver-leaf Sir lcar gabisualley this has a small,usually 
crooked trunk and often intrisues observant. children because of its wide 
blue juvenile leaves, so different from the navvover, silvery, mature 
leaves. Koala droppings tere found in the vicinity of this tree. 


> 
Sh 


At this stase Don mentioned that 
ypts confusins, while Jim comnented that 
bend. 


she found the varieties of Eucal-. 
they could drive you round the 


As we drove southwards, the porer station could be clearly seen on 
Our left.We turned west and stopped in Dean's Road at E. -aronapnioie 50D 
Scent Bark, It isunusual to find jt in Gippsland. Some exnerts say it 


doesnt ero herve, while others know better! [ts coarse Baek has a very 
pleasent, fresh smell when it is ,vubbed and its fruit has a domed disc 


with prominent valves 
contd..-pp 4 
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LARCH eXCURSION Tii THE BARRACAI DIS PICT. 


. Hearby was E.bridceesiana,or the Apple Box, which has very distin- 
ctive buds and fruit and narrow leaves which ere lonrer than those of 
most Eucalypts. The rouch bark, which roes out to the branches without 
peeling off, has a pungent odour , Doin the hills;.on the edre of the 
trees, some birds were flittins about and there was some discussion 
before it was decided the larser one was a WYoisy “‘iner. 


— At our next stop, where we were joined by a ninth car, menbers. 
again produced their reliable reference book, Costerman's "Trees of 
Victoria’, and turned to E.cypellocarpa,the liountain Grey —uln. 

We had driven slightly upwards and Rod explained that this was as low 
as this species crows. Lhese tall, straicht trees have leaves up to 
twelve inches in lencth and rough “bark on the base(stockinc) of the 
trunk which comes off in strips hicher up, leaving eee ety yellow or 
whitish patches. The ’ buds and fruits grow off a broad ; flat stalk and 
have one or two fine ribs, making them easy to distincuish. 

Opposite was a plantation of pines and hich above a Little Earle soared 
against the blue sky. 3 


A pleasant drive followed as we went up to Golden Gully road nast 
plantations of Eucalynts and through natural bush with its scents and 
sounds drifting in through the open car windows E.sieberi, ov the. 
Silvertop , was tall and straight, with whitish branches at the ton 

which bives it its common name. The bark is dark srey or brown and falls 
ff easily on the youns trees to reveal an oranre-brown layer beneath. 


mn .sone places, the leaves had brushed off the top layer of bark. 
This species can hybridize with Yertchuk. Uere a Grey Fantail flitted 
bout and Jin discovered a stick insect OS MSISTONIS ANY moving alone. 


The bush cave way to farmlands and rollins hilis ; ance Cohen we sto- 
pped in Fall's Road raucous ravens and varbline parnies provided a very 
Australian ba .ckeround of noise. =.vininalis.the ilanha or Ribbony Gun, 
is very widespread, and this vas an impressive ¢s specinen. The bark peels 


off in long ribbons, leaving patches of crey and brown on the smooth 
white trunk and a rouch bark stocking at the base. Usually the buds are 


attractively arranged in threes, in the shape of a cross. 


From there we vent to the farm of Gaye Cameron, where te were to- 
spend the rest of our day. Lunch was a pleasant interlude in the sarden 
under the. shady. trees. Inviting--looking hammocis were struns from the 
trees, but we didn't see many people darine to try themout. 

By this time, the fluffy white: and grey clouds vere besinning to build 
up and look ominous in the blue sky. 


Before we left the garden, Rod, who had proved to be an excellent 
leader, used charts and a disrlay to teach us more about Eucalynts and 
pile the work being done among the & -Pernans on the property. 
le saw how, on one branch of a tree, there could be examples of three 
years of development from the very beginning of the buds through to 


flowers and the nature fruit, which finally drops to the sround. 


contd....pp6§ 
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TT 


E.resnans 


ilany aspects of the * : 
We saya map showings the position 
whichwork the flowers. but furth 
at what time of day they work th 
and their importance. Associated wee 
an attempt to gauge their effect. 


wers, at what heicsht, the 
ther conditions are also s 


Along the track down to the creek flitted a male and a female 
Scarlet Robin, and a Grey thrush was busy down near the creek, which had 
stately tree-ferns scattered along its banks. ‘iountain Grey Gums (E.cyp- 
ellocarpa) were scattered around the hills and some had lost their 7 tops — 
during past storms 

The biggest trees in this area probably resulted from a bush fire 
towards the end of last century, but there is one larse tree that could 
be over200 years old. It was in this district that the biggest tree in. 
the world once gre. 


About 50 mature E.regnans in the stand are being studied. Far above 
our heads we could see plastic bags covering blocsoms that had been hand 
pollinated. They were so high that , at first, it seemed as if the only 
method of cecting then there was to train nacpies to carry the bags 
aloft. iioneves , once the giant ‘cherry picker" was pointed out with its 
long, extendable arm, we realised the task was veally much simpler. 

There ants three trees which are the original parent trees from which 
the rest have grown. The seed harvested from the hand--pollinated flow- 
ers is planted and srown, then from the characteristics of those plants 
it is possible to determine which are the parent trees of those in the 
stand. 

Couraseous members of the croup tere offered a ride in the basket 
ofthe "cherry picker", but those who were chicken-hearted stayed firm- 
ly on the ground. Bart and Philip collected insect specimens when aloft, 
while Jim took photos of those below when he and Broniyn were aboard. 
For them, the arm was extended to almost its full heicht of 75 Fret. 
Gaye deposited Pez and Bon on the ground after taking them for a lotr. 
less nerve-tmracking ride, though Peg still managed to disappear sone~ 
how from viet duping part of the pide. Val end Estelle were willinc to 
fo from there back to the arin’ S original position, but had a much higher 

ride than expected when the “elbow caught on a branch and had to be 
manoeuvred free. All of the intrepid adventurers who went aloft thought 
it a highlight of an extremely interesting and informative day. 


Rod's skill as a leader and imparter of knowledge was evident. when 
at the end of our excursion, Bon admitted that she was no longer quite 
so confused about cucalypts. Certainly Jim didn't look to have gone 
around the bend. It was a wonderful day that coneluded with our grateful 
thanks to Rod ,Gaye and Philip, just before the skies opened up to release 
a downpour of rain. 
Estelle Adanis. 


| 
| 
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po SR ipa en ERG. ARUMESE SB Fe LANES oe ET eT RT 
REPORT OF _COMNTIT ES HEETTIG HELD APRIL 21st 1982 
GRE Ss VALLEY FU nna Eonaneeenmnineiaiaemmnaeieen 


LEY PORUL. Ay ps * 

The Greening of the Valley was discussed in view of the articles 
ppinted in the local press. limp Lubeke has civen the views of the Club 
to the Forum on this matter. : 


BOVESEED The infestation in the Giffard area will be dealt with after 
we had sent a letter to the Vermin and iJoxious Weeds Authority . 

200 TRIP. This is postponed until later in the vear due to the fact that 
our speeker for the llay reeting will be travellins by car and will stay 
overnight. It was unpracticable to have the train trin. 

tT; + te + . o a ° 

re will visit iip Brunby at Newry and travel to Sale Common later in the 
dav. nd 
A&.C.P.have a campaign" Leunch a Tree” for Vorld environment Day June 5th 


A petition from the C.C.V reauestins sisnatures re the *‘Ines Pill which 
they would like amended. The petition will be taken to the ceneral 
meeting oF the club. 
Publications Received. 
ia Geelong faturalist i].T.Naturalist 
C.C.V.Environment Victoria S.G.A.P.laroondah Groun tewvsletter 
VETA marazine (MZ) 
TRARALCON SOUTH I TH RESERVE. Bikes still able to enter reserve in spite of 
wence provided by our Club. The Shite Engineer ‘to be advised of the 
probler. 
the last issue oF Pasa kiee fave hari to the N.P.Rancers and named 

T 


Tim O'Connor as one of the Rangers . We should have said Tim. Buttal who 
was concerned with the aah ivities. This was an error by the Secretary. 
The next Committee reeting will be held on Vednesday May 26th at the 
home of .mssReterson 14 tarry St iiopwell at 7.30 pn. 

fupper Roster iiay 2oth iins Plant Ys Reeves. 


It was with sorrow that we learned of the death of i» Don Lyndon on 
Appil 27th. ie Lyndon was a foundation member of the Club and has worked 
for the conservation of our environment for many years. 


Our sincere symnathy .to iirs Lyndon form all L.v,F.N.C. members. 
Many Club members were at the service and flovers have been sent on our 


behalf. 


Part of the Metropolitan celebration of “World Environment Day" as 
planned by the Victorian National Parks Association is an environmenta al 
walk in the afternoon in various National Parks within reach of }’elbournc. 


On June 5th at lpm a 2 hour walk is planned in Jit Worth Park. by the 
friends of iit Vorth croup. 

The walk will commence from Possom Hollow Picnic area, which is within 
the park Possor Hollow is just past the first bridge over the Tarwin 
River on the River Road south fron Darnun. 
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~YGAR- OFTHE 
The following is the list of trees forwarded to Morwell Shire asa 
Club project. If you know of any trees not listed here please send 
details to the Secretary who will be pleased to forward the information. 


Eucalyptus yarraensis At least 20 of these trees are crowine on Old Vid- 
land fishway, opposite Elderly citizens flats. 


Eucalyptus, leucoxylon (white iron bark, var.rosea cult.) This tree is 
about 60 ve years old growing in Commercial Pd School crounds . 


citriodora (Lemon scented cum) There is a beautiful - specimen 
ommereczal Rd. Rus Terminal “orwell. 


Evicalyptus 
eroOwine a 


Eucalyptus rubida (Candlebark) A stand of mature trees and saplinrss are 
erowlne on the corner of Old lelbourne Rd and Letrobe Rd.Vorwell. Thev a 
are also scattered along the west side of Old iidland FPirhway near the 
POndase. . . 


Eucalyptus vininalis C’anna gum) There is a fine specimen of fair are 
in front of the home of iir H. Godridge, OLd l’elhourne Rd. ti0rwell. 


Eucalyptus brideesiana (Apple box or Lut-but) These treea are scattered 
calaliare > ee Old ‘elbourne Rd. and a Seat iceanils arly fine specimen stands in 


none of the Horvell Vest School House. 


(b) Two good specimens stand at Folnes Rd entrance to ijiorvell iiich 
school. These trees are of natural crowth. 

Cc) A very lapve tree stands at the corner of “anuels Rd and Tyers 

Road Tyers. This is a very mature tree. 


Eucalyptus botryoides (Southern Mahogany) These trees are crovinre on 
the west side of OLd i} Idland Nishvay opposite POndace. 


Eugalyptus pauciflora (‘hite Sallee or Snow Cum) There is a natural 
occurence of these trees along Old itidland lishway.Seed was taken from 
these trees and further plantincs made near the ovicinal CRCeS i 4 

(b) There is also a small stand on lJadenbousch Rd. ?0rwell Sth.of the 
lien's quarters. BS 


Eucalyptus slobulus(Blue Gum) — 

nuUCalynotus clobulus var. pseudoflobulus 

Eucalyptus vininalis ; Gianna Gum) . 

All + these trees are growing at Junction Picnic Hac etis and all are 
particularly fine specinens. 


Poplars There is a fine line of Poplars on Tlossom Flat ,Near Tom's 
Bridge. 

Old Garden Block 427 Barbor Rd Tyers. this arden was planted many years 
ego and has still some fine old trees of note. Six larce oaks »ponlars, 
elms and willows : 

Catalpa Three of “thes e unusual exotic trees sro opposite Boolarra Res 0. 
Pinus pinaster, (maritine pine) Pinus sylvistris (Scots pine) 

These form a most attractive srove, with various Shaped cones ans sorie 

with beautifully patterned trunks at Boolarra Railway 1 Reserve. 
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A WEEK AP ROTOMAH ISLAID LIRD OL SERVATORY 


Early in December we went to Rotomah Island to take part in a 

“Bird in the Hand" course. Access to the Island is by boat either fron 
PERSE ALNE or from Trapper Point in the Lakes National Park. 

Ne left our car at Trapper Point and the warden came across to collect 
us, our sleeping bers. binoculars, camera and clothes necessary for a 
week of informal livine at the Pird Observatory. The Observatory, which 
is a former farm house leased from the iMational Parks fervice, is vell 
Suited to its present use with wide views fre the windows and verandahs 
across lakes Reeve and Victoria to the north and around the areas closer 
to the house. Sichting birds from the lounre or meal table really made 
bird watching easy, as Pelicans, Swans, cormorants, Terns, white-faced 
inerons, Silver Gulls, and Grebes were all seen at tiises on the water, 
while iiasked Lanvings, Willy Wagtails, Noisy Miners, ‘elcome Swallows. 
Magpie Larks, iiagpies and Little Ravens tere often on the erass in front 
ef the house 

Already at the Observatory when ve arrived vere four American stud- 

entsdoins researcn as part of their University courses, an assistant . 
warden and a trainee varden. Tro other persons joined the "Sind in Mand” 
course which was conducted by the Warden. Dreakfasts were help yourself 
meals as people rose at pected: times dependins on what they were doin 
each day.One of the Anerican lasses vas studyine the kanraroos on the 
island and was out before first Licht each dav and usually came for brea- 
kfast as the rest of us were finishing as she was notins where “her* 
animals were sleeping, feeding and movine throughout the day. Whoever was 
handy helned the warden prepare lunch, and the evening meal was prepared 
by each of the wardens in turn. Everyone helned with dishes or table 
setting at some time.Vater supply was from rainwater tanks so its use 
had to be carefully watched. _ . 


After lunch on our first day we were taken out to set lines of 
mammal traps as these small creatures were being checked by the asst. 
warden. New experience for all of us crawlins throuch tick ridded serub 
to set and check these trans twice or thrice daily! In the course of the 
these walks to traps and back there was plenty of opportunity to spot a-. 
wide variety of birds.Emus stalked across the areas once cleared for 
farmland, White-breasted Easles, Brown Paileene and other raptores were 
high overhead, Spine-tailed Swifts andTree liartins flew at a lower level, 
and in the forest there were Cuckoos Fan--tailed, Horsfield Bronze and 
Shining Bronze, both Grey Fantails and Rufous Fantails, Yellow Robins, 
Rufous Whistlers. Prown thornbills, Scrub Wrens and Blue ‘rens, Yellor--- 
faced and White~eared Honeyeaters, and both Crimson and Eastern Rosellas. 


Later on the first afternoon we were taken out and shown how the 
nets were set to catch birds for bandinre. Unfortunately the weather bec- 
ame very windy and it was not possibile to net in these positidns so a °7: 
couple ofdays later the nets tere moved to more sheltered sites where 
birds were netted and banded. While we waited for the wind to lessen 
there was an opportunity to explore the island and walk across a cause~ 
way to part of the Ninety liile Deach. 


contd..pp 3 
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A WEEE AT ROTOUAH ISLAiD BIRD OBSERVATORY. 
WU concdaan 
There were plenty of birds to interest us and the chance to see some of 
the plants of the island. Sessions back at the Observatory alternated 

with outdoor activity. At these we were shown some of the details which 
are learned by having banded birds. Those which are recaucht provide 

data as to their growth or distribution. Each nicht there was a bird 

count of all birds seen’ each day and listing of the animals seen and 

their location. as: cae ; 

When the’ wind abated enouch for the nets to be used it was most 
interesting checking each of the four nets to see what birds had been 
caught. Usually it was Yellow Robins, Blue Wrens, thornbills or Grey Faa- 
tails, but one morning a pair of Eastern whipbirds were caught. Unfortun- 
ately before they could be released a Grey Currawons strooned in and killec 
one so only one of the pair was banded. Only persons with a bird bander's 
licence issued by Fisheries and ‘lildlife Department can net and band birds 
so we observers were used as runners to check the nets for birds and let 
the banders know which nets had birds caught in their shelves. 

The “shelf" in the net is formed by taut nylon lines across each net 
which allows the netting to fall below this line forming horizontal pleats 
Not all birds were caught in the shelves as many became entansled in the 
net just where they flew into it.Releasins each bird from the: fine mesh 
of the nets was a very delicate job requiring centle hands and sood eye- 
sight. We were shown the correct way to handle each bird and alloved to 
hold some before they were released near each net where they had been 
Caught in the hope that they would fly away and not be caucht in the ner 
a second time. Netting took place very early each mornins and continued 
until birds stopped being caught, and again late in the afternoon until 
dark to write each recording of the ase, sez, state of feathers(whether 
vorn or fresh or moult stage), weight, head and tarsal measurements, 
band number, date and time of day. ha ae 

Two of our group discovered nesting birds. A. Grey Fantail had a 
hest on the lowest branch of a Coast Wattle beside the track where we 
walked each day, and the nest hole of a Crimson Rosella was in a dead 
Eucalypt by one of the trapping lines. there were five flufify younc 
birds in the Rosella's nest and the warden was able to band these and 
three young Fantails before they left their nests. 

The mammal traps were baited with balls of oatmeal, fat and honey 
but caught only three animals durins the entire week. A sickly Swamp Rat 
Vas caught one day and another much livelier Swamp Rat alongs the same 
line the next day.One set of traps was placed on the lower limbs of the 
Cucalypts and one of these caught a Common Rine~tail. Possum with a young 
One in its pouch. The lively rat and the female possum tere ear tagsed 
before they were released, so that they could be recornised on future 
Spot-lighting or trapping occasions.The sickly rat was not tagred as it 
Yas thought a tag would be wasted on it. ‘hich would have been in this 
case as it was found.dead the day after it was released. 


contd...pp 4 
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A WEEK AL ROTOLAH ISLAUD BIRD ORSERVATORY _ contd... 


During our stay we listed 67 different birds, hut other sharper 
eyed and rore experienced bird watchers saw rany rore. Ve felt the tine 
spent at rotomah was well worth while and would like to pay a tinter or 
sprinc time visit there. At those times ve hear there is not the need 
for’ insect repellant which sore of us had to use to keep the flies, mos: 
quitoes and ticks at bay: 
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I see that a course tn WATURAL ZISTORY PHOTOGRAPHY wttt be held at. 

Rotona: Oetober 1-4 1982. 

Coutaect RAOU, 21 Gladstone St. i0onee Ponds 30359 ,Tel(08)370 1272 
fits ts wtthin the pest free? pertod. id. 


Serceracnomene Ce en a a a ge ec 


WILSOU'S PROUOUTORY. : 
lip Peter Lhomas, Rancer of wilson‘s Promontory National Park was guest 
speaker at our meeting held 23/4/82 and it was pleasins to see a large i 


attendance of members and visitors. 

Wilson's Promontory oricinally known as Furneaux Land because of 
its proximity to the furneaux croup of Islands, was nared by Iathew 
Flinders after a friend of his Thomas 'ilson. lMost of the mountains on 
the Prom. are named after members of the Admiralty. 


To assist Peter with his talk he showed us a series of lovely 
slides many early photos had been taken by Jock Kershaw, a Photosranher 
using glass plates, in 1900-1912-1920(inacine carrying camera rear wei- 
ching about 1 cwt around in dense scrub and having to be careful not to 
drop those precious glass plates) 


e 


Beginning around the year 1880 when three members of the Field 
Naturalist Club of victoria, Gresory, Lucas and Robinson felt that it 
wastime something was done to preserve wilson's Promontory as a National 
Park. They continued to bring pressure to bear on the Government saying 
that with better means of transport and more leisure time people needed 
places to mo to and eventually the Government conceded to ° reserve the 
Promontory as a National Park in 1905. Len vears later the beach7line 
was also included as part of the park nakine @ total of 4900 hectares. 
Wilson$s Promontory was one of Victorias first or very early National 
Parks. 

Peter outlined some of the early history of the Pronontory, which 
is a very rugged piece of land with bic boulders risine out of the’ sand. 
Early trips by Field ilaturalists had to be taken by boat acpyoss Corner 
Inlet over to camp at lillers Landing. Cost of the trip for a 10 day 
holiday was 14/6 (fourteen shillings and sizpence or $1.45 cents) to 
cover transport, hire of horses food etc. Starting atFoster they went 
to Lennison took a trolley to Port Franklin, boarded 


an ocean poing 
vessel to cross corner Inlet to i7llers Landing ; 


and camped nearby. 


Re AMAT Te ID eee ee re ae least anya eye tee ey ee 
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Ue 
MILSONS PROMONTORY contd.... 


Next morning they picked up their horses, which were kept at ‘iillers 
Landing and moved across the headlands to Darby River where they made 

base camp. At Darby River there was a hut used by the P.i7.G. when they 

put the telesraph line down the centre of the Pronontory in 1860 to the 
Lighthouse. 


From here the Naturalis sts would set out on various ae kes of 2 on 
3 days duration, women joining the men. One of these hikes went to 
Sealers Cove. Looking back ty, Darby river alons the Danone Saddle is where 


the telegraph line rvan and that is roughly where the road ‘puns today. 


Sealers Cove had very lush vegetation, temperate rain forest which 
chansed drastically with bush fires and althouch there have been no | 
serious fires for 50 years there is still nowhere near the lush crowth 
of iyrtle Beech and various ferns of the early days. Sealers Cove was 

one of the larger towns in the early days with a population of about 69 
_ people. It had a history of fur and oil from 1800- “1840 and when seals 
“vere wiped out they were followed by the timber undustry. The jetty 
Dlayed an important part in the history along with two saw mills. 

~£S much as 2,000,000 super feet of timber in one year was takeh out, much 
of it going to england. Old photos sive the history of timber vorkines, 
savy benches and mills. Owine to fires which freauentlv took Dlace after 


“burn offs‘ to clear undersrowth for timber cutters and provide nasture 
cpowth for cattle , very little of the mills now remain. Timber wags taken 
out from Sealers Cove on an old steaner which called ; there, 


Tt, au pleasing to note that seals are cradually increasins and 
present population spread over 1 or 2 islands is thousht to be 2,000. 


4 


Jock Kershaw came seeking various types of crustacea. -JOCK AND 
‘his party made base camp at Lilly Pilly Gylly below Bishons ifount. 
.Some of the camps were quite sophisticated for those days and we saw 
Slides of the camping party at Christnas dinner with white tablecloths 
and all the trimminegs:: and then to snooze after dining in a camp bed © 
in a bark and teatree shelter. ; 


Lilly Pilly Gully was an incredibly damp swamp, thick and dense 
with many leeches, in many ways similar to Sealers Cove with masses of 
ferns, Kansaroo Ferns , Spleenvort , livptle Beech, Lilly Pilly trees. 


Ni 


On various trips to the Prom the Naturalists brousht with then 
Kangaroos, Emus, Lyrebirds, iallee aya and introduced various plants 
and trees from other areas, with a view to save then from extinction. 


It does not a ppear that many of these plants survived. When the V.F.N.C. 
Visited the Prom in 1980 one palin was found in a remote sully having 
Survived for 60 years. 

“oe AGS pals Bought that there may, have been a ranrer at the park as 
Carly as 1912 but < the whole idea of Oars nanagenent is totelly differ. 
ent today. 


Pearl. Reeves 


the vemnainder of this article wtll pb cluded tn July aturatist. 
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REPORT OF COMMITTEE RETTIG HELD VAY 26th 1982. 


lated 


VORLD EiUVIROWIENT DAY. 15 groups of trees have been nottfied to iiorwell 
Shtre as a Clu effort for thts year. 


ZOO fRIP Deetded that thts will be helé September 11th 1982. 

Publicattons received. Vorvell ilat.Park plant list 
A.C.F. Directory i  Hattve Forest Actton Petition ve 
C.C.V.ilewstetter voodentpping tn Last Cippstand. 
1.7. iaturvatist . de. laturaltist (Tas) MD Ae 
S.G.A.P iiaroondan Group TJeustetter ECOS 
Geelong Taturaltst Yortd Witdltfe Fund lNeusletter 
VETA (HZ) RAOU Courses. lintstry of Conservatton Summary. 


Australta Post advises that a 12% % inerease will take effeet from 
Oetober 11th 1982. 

VATIOUAL COHSERVATLOH STRATEGY FOR AUSTRALIA. 

Detatls forwarded by Department of Home affairs and Envtronnent, vho 


request coments and submisstons by September 15th. 


ALetter to be written to Harracan Shire requesting constderatton be 
given to a voadside reserve along iicDonalds Track at Varracan, 


linterland Report L.C.C. Submission betng prepared. 


3 


he next committee neeting will be held June 23rd at the home of ix and 
vs licilroy 35 Latrobe Road iorwell at 7.30 pri. 


Aipd PSS 


Supper Roster June 25th. ives Ltngtin ivs Thompson. 
Details of RAOU Caurses printed in tits tssue. 


A note from ins Lyncon 
I Woutd ttke to thank all of our dear Frtends 
flovers, ecards, and eupressions of syiipati:y ¢ 
dear husband and companton of close on 50 years. 
I greatly appreetated their support. | 


nu the Club for thetr 
he recent Loss of i 


WATURE i0TE. 


In a dry sunmer such as we have lately euperteneed some unusual 
things turn up. In January ve became aware that ve had lots of great 
broun Stick Insects, or Phasiids, ta the garden. One measured 5 tnches 
or almost 13 centimetres in body length. and would have been inueh longer 
with Legs extended. These curtous ereatures feed by night and rely on 
thetrperfeet mimtery to hide them from predators during the day. 

They live on the leaves of trees and, tf they appear in plagues, as 


‘they sometimes do, can fairly strip a forest. Ours gave no vitstble 


trouble and looked rather handsome. They are the giants of the tnsect 
Tigo SL GLA Oia” EE pa 


Eilen Lyndon. 


eee 
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VILSONS PROVOUTORY. contd... 


More people were starting to come and visit the area to seewhat 
the Promontory had to offer. Early transport was horse or bike and now 
and again motor bikes. Vehicles went along the Reser from Cotter Beach 
14 miles to Shelley Inlet, later came cars and buses. The sand was soft 
ane sometimes the vehicles became bogged ~- this was Anetant if the tide 

as out, but it was a different story a the tide was coming in , as 
eee slides showed. 


During a boat trip last year to check on the bird population, it 
was noted 13 individual sea eagles, 10 breeding nairs , which is quite 
a significent population of these birds. They build a large stick mest 
in a tree, or sometimes ona big rock and this is added to year after - 
year. Pied Oystercatchers and Sooty Oystercatchers are also to be seen 
in fairly sood numbers. 


Natural History is high at the Prom. In the 1890's some 2000Koalas 
year were taken for the fur trade, recovering from this period they. 
ae faced the serious bush fires 30 years ALO 5 but their numbers now 
appear to be building up again. Various types of Lizards - skink the 
most common, a couple found on the Prom are similar to others in Tasman i. 


which helpd to strengthen the bond with Tasmania. Snakes found on the 
Prom are mostly Tiger snakes:and Copperheads. Building up in numbers ave 
svamp wallabies , various frogs. tree frogs being the most -comnmon. 
In most cases, bird, plant life are more related to Tasmania and have 
a clear association with Tasmania than with Victoria. Common bush birds 
are Yellow-faced Honeyeater, Eastern Snpinebill, Golden Vhistler and the 
friendly Yellow Robin. There are mag gnificent stands of Banksia serreta 
forming whole forests. Walking tracks lead to fern pullies which are . 
quite different to open heathlands. Large areas are covered with sovt | 
bracken fern and beautiful mosses while in secluded :fern gullies beaut- 
iful patterns are made by the fern leaves. On the heathlands some 600 
different plant species have been recorded, andthere is always something 


in flower, at the moment (April) the pink heath and correa reflexa are 3 
adding splashes of colour. 
Fungi occurs all over the Prom in dank damp nilnaes ava on rotten logs 
and vegetation:in a wealth of beautiful colours and shapes. 


People still come to see the Prom for virtually the same reas 
as they did in the early 1900's. When | the area was created a REReaStERT 


Park it was to save the netural history and. scenic beauty and many of 
these values vemain unchanged. The lovely..cranite rocks: Tonsue Point, 
some parts of Sealers Cove remain untouched, with no hotels ete, its 
values have been protected. os SHics fis 


With the dramatic change in emevel and transport in “recent years 
the Prom has an- average attendance of 35000 visitors per year against 
350 people in earlier times. People came for all sorts of weasons, to 
take in the expanse of beautiful large areas, to enjoy the ever changing 
moods and beautyof the coast line . 


Beautiful sunsets and quiet Boy cree are all part of this wonderful area. 


Pearl Reeves. 
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EXCLRSION TO WILSON'S PROMONTORY. » 


210 cars assembled at Yanakie for our excursion to Wilson's 
Promontory, perfect weather and the actual sightings startec 
ever. before we moved off, with 7 White-faced "erons circlingaround 
and then flying off. 


We met Mr. Peter Thomas at the entrance to the park and he led: 
‘us along to the Miller's Landing Road passing Panksia serrata and 
Banksia marginata in bloom and the sheokes (Casuarina stricta) with 
their drooping grey green foliage. and heavy laden with orange 
flowers. One couldn, t help but notice Hee different colour greens, 
the different heights of the trees, the way the sun was shining 
through these beautiful trees... it really made a picture, in 
striking contrast to the acres of the same green, same height of the 
dark depressing pines that we had earlier travelled through. iir. 
Thomas explained that the area bordering Miller's Landing Road had 
been slashed as part of the management policy of the park in order | 
that any bush fires that may occur can be stopped or at least slowed 
down and not -grow to uncontrollable limits as in earlier days. 
The area, in general was very dry particularly this year. 


Armed with the trail brochure provided we set off for a very 
lovely walk throughthe Yeathlands, noting all items mc: :ioned in ‘the 
pamphlet and many others besides. The Eucalypts in this area are 
fairly stunted to the normal ones because of the dry conditions and” 


a soil deficiency. However we stopped and studied the tree and: 
with the help of Costermans' “Trees of Victoria’ and Dr. Griffin's 
address the previous month we finally came up with the right answer.. 


Eucalyptus obliqua. 


A little find was Pterostylis parvaflora out in bloom, this little 
greenhood orchid had two flowers and looked for all the world like a 
pair of boxing gloves " Sweet Wattle Acacia suavelons was just beginning 
to bloom as wasthe common heath Enacris inpressa, Cranberry heath 
Astrjloma humifusum,Correa reflexa, and Tetratheca pilosa. Several . 


species of anea = 
species of , ainea flowers were seen but He were just a Little too™ early 
for this area as regards the flowers, however these meee thlands are a 


favourite spot for Veneyeaters and we saw resent and Yellow-wineed 
honeyeaters , es Spinebills and Wattle birds all feasting on the 
Banksias and y the way they were chattering it seemed as if it was.a 
good meal" then we reached ifiller's Landing, the area where 
visitors to “the Promontory in earlier days landed, the tide was in so 
we could only see the tops of the Mangrove ipeea, ote sthiaee trees 
themselves were worth the walk as they were growing in conditions not 
usually considered good for mangroves... it being far too cold, 

however these were surviving and are in fact the most southerly 
mangroves in the world. Hangrove swamps are always good for water 
birds and hundreds of birds were sighted, Little-pied cormorants ,black 
swans, sea-gulls and ducks. Just behind the actual beach was an area 


| 
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EXCURSION TO WILSOI'S PROMONTORY contd. 


c- swamp and underneath the paper bark trees were large granite 

boulders covered with Kangaroo ferns.,it really was a pretty sight. | 
On the way back to the cars several fungi were sighted, mainly | 
belonging to the Boletus family... has tubes instead of gills as with 
normal “mushrooms. We had lunch and then went back towards the main 
road of the park, but stopped to find the rittle rarson's Yands orchid 
Eriochilus cucullatus and while searchins we found the tiny Drosera 
pygmaea with its young leaves forming a silver hairy centre rosette. 

Ve then headed for the hills, passing Darby River Flats where about 8 
Emus were grazing, Emus were introduced to the area in about 1909 and 
seem to be doing well. 


At Darby Saddle we walked along a fairly easy praded track noting 
the change in vegetation to that of the heathlands. Banksia spinulosa 


was blooming and a very beautiful little forest cf Pterostylis 
longifolia- was growing but not yet if flower. The high side of the 


track was just covered in places with ferns. A little “Midge orchid, 
Prasophyllum??? was seen, these little orchids just looked like grass 
in seed until one looks more closely, however Peter seemed to think it 
would probably be P. morrisii, not rare but rarely seen”". We walked 
through a grove of cheokes and it was so peaceful the “leaves” on the 
ground deadening our footsteps, then finally onto Snarkes Lookout and 
what a lovely view. The group of islands known as the Anser Group 
which include Rodondo,Anser, Kanowna, Anderson and Cleft Island 

looked perfect. It was a perfect day and one could look for miles - 
taking in the natural beauty of the area and appreciate the forethought 
of those early “Naturalists and others who fought so hard and so. long 
to have this area set aside as a National Park. 


On the way home 12 Kangaroos were standing at the exit gate more 
or less waving us goodbye made for a perfect finale to a perfect day. 
any thanks to lip. Peter Thomas for his outstandins leadership. 


Trts Peterson. 


lips. A. Morrtson has asked us to thank, through the Latrobe 
Valley Waturalist, all the many members who have sent letters and cards 
sinee Alan's illness and for his 81st., birthday she says “He deeply 
epprectated thetr love and good wishes, but I eannot possibly ansuer 
them all: perhaps I can someday": 
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Ve have assured her that no one expects her to reply or wtshes 


her to make that effort, and our thoughts are sttll with then. 


nel 4 beauttful book has just been published: a reviston of Ernest 
Lord's “SHRUBS AHD TREES FOR AUSTRALIA GARDENS*® . Revised by Dr. 
Willis and wtth hundreds of nev illustrations from colour photographs, 


many by Dr. Willis but over 200 by Alan liorrison. 


Jean Gatbratth °:: 


MORWELL NATIONAL PARK - A: REGIONAL PARK? 
e 


The club excutive is concerned because the Land Conservation 


Council:has proposed that the present Morwell National Park in 


future 


be given the name of Morivell Regional Park with all that it means. 


The definition of a regional park, according to the proposed 


recommendations is ‘an area of public land, readily accessible 


urban centres or a major tourist route, set aside primarily to 


from 


provide recreation for. large numbers of people in natural or semi- 
natural surroundings. These parks would be intensively developed 
for informal recreation and could include road systems. Although 
natural beauty would enhance their value, closeness to an urban 


centre is more important than natural attributes. Other uses 

as timber~harvesting, fossicking and stone extraction - maybe 

mitted where they are compatible with the primary use”. af 
Before the National Park was finally, declared Mrs. Lyndon 


spent ten years trying to arouse interest in this special area 


the Latrobe Valley Field Naturalist Club was even thought of. 
the Club was formed it took up the effort to help Mrs. Lyndon. 
another seven years before the park was finally declared. pyHig 
achieved after the Morwell Shire Council and the Government of 
contributed sufficient moneys to buy the land. 


Being downgraded to a Regional Park destroys. the original 
of preservation of the special flore, the Butterfly Orchid and 


= such 
per- 


had 


before 
After 
Tt was 


“was only 


the day 


concept 
the Oval 


Fork Fern, which grows in Fosters Gully. A Regional Park concept would 
be detrimental to the preservation of this flora. The Butterfly Orchid 
hasn't been found in either Bulga or Tarra Valley National Parks. The 


Oval Fork Fern is only recorded in 3 of the 24 sections of the 


State. 


Of later years the Tasmanian Fork Fern has also been reported in the 
Morwell National Park and this is only the second section of the State 


for this fern. The total plant list for the area contains 312 
and the Club bird list has §§ species. 


species 
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HORWELL WATIONAL PARK A REGIONAL PARK contd. 


This park was formed long before the population increase in the 


Latrobe Valley and rural areas. The park has the capacity for passive | 


recreation without destroying the environment for the native species; 
but needs the classification of a National Park to preserve it from the 
harmful facets of the regional nark classification. 

We are anxious that members please write individually to the 
Secretary. Land Conservation Council, 464, St. Kilde Road, Melbourne 
3004 and state why you think the Morwell National Park should retain 
the name and not be classified as a regional park. i 

Bulga and Tarra Valley National Parks have been combined and 
extended:.to 960 hectares but this time they are named the Strzelecki’ 
State Park. This area is of national importance because of the fine 
fern gullies and the large trees and is very well known throughout 
the tourist world. 


' Could y you also include a request that this park retain the 
National Park status in your SAUL SE ion which hes to 12 at the l.c.C. 
by 16th. Suenos eS 


Bon ibrar BELO 


PENGUINS OF ANTARTICA 

In the comfort of a warm hall and soft chairs we were taken on a » 
trip to the Antartic where we heard the sounds of breaking ice, as 
creaking ships, mating calls of Penguins and Seals, plus storms and 
howling winds. These sounds where accompanied by slides and shown by 
Dr. Myfanwy Beadnell in her talkon “Penguins and.the Antartic"™ the 
expedition left Hobart an. 1971, and lectures were Bete two or three 
times a day. all. the tine. they were away at sea. > 

Antartica. is one of the lands of the lidnight Sun antl a very 
cruelplacé” as winds travel across it at more than 130 miles per hour 
and the. lovest™ temperature that was recorded was 137 degrees F. below. 
They called. at numerous islands before reaching the main cortinent. In 
1875 Baron Von, Mueller thought that. ifacquarie Island would be an ideal 
Situation for a good weather station,. but it was not until 1930 that 
this was achieved. There are 17 species of Penguins and they all _ 
live south of the equator ranging in size from the Fairy Penguin 14" 
to the Emperor Penguin which is 3' high. Four sorts of Penguins are 
On Hacquarie Island, Gentoos, which have a white flash on the cheek, 
the Kings which have a yellow marking The Rockhoppers, and the 
Royals. The King and Emperor are eomiilan to each other both very big 
birds of which the larger is the Emperor. They are very highly adapted 
for the environment in which they live. They are awkward on land but 
in the sea, their motion is described as flying in water, rather than 
De: Jim alt 

he i ° 


fhe remainder of this article will be ineluded in August ilaturalist/ 
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REPORT OF COMMITTEE MEETING HELD JUPE 23rd 1982. 


Publteattons recetved. 
C.C.V. agenda and minutes of meeting. S.G.A.P. newsletter. 
Ncathern Terrttory aturaltst. Victortan Haturalts 


Submisston has been sent for the Gippsland Lakes Hinterland area. 
L.C.C. proposed recommendations for South Gippsland Study area io. 2 
have been recetved and found satisfactory 


Correspondence: Reply from ilarracan Shtre ~ re lNemortal Drive to ir. B. 
Auehtertlonte to be dtscussed at July Council neeting. 


lext survcy for Orange Bellted Parrot 24-25 July. Salt larshes. ( 
ROTAMAH ISLAHD:-~ Hatural Htstory Photography Course ~- 1st-4th October. 
Treasurers report:- $624.58 balance. 


The next committee meeting will be held on wednesday July 21st a the 
home of Mrs. P. Reeves; 7, Whtttakers Road, Traralgon. 3844 at 7.30.p.m. 


Supper Roster:~ duly 23rd Mrs.J. Lubeke firs. P. Walt’: 


VAHTED OLD PICTURES: The ational Parks Service ts appealing to the 
publie for htstorte photographs of the Promontory. The older the better 


preferably photos taken before 1950. Tie photos will be on display at 
the new Tidal River Centre as part of a programne telling tourtsts 
about the “Proms” history. People with photographs they feen mtght be 
useful should phone the Hattonal Parks Service on 651-4011. 


1982 AUSTRALIAI BIRD CALL IMITATION CHAMPIONSHIP: Sat. 28th August at 

Maryborough Contact:- Mrs. E. Courtney, 45. Carrtck St, Maryborough. M.F.H.C 
; | 

We.vere sorry to hear of the-death of Ilitss Jane Pur betek's napher: 

Our sineere sympathy to Jane's famtly. A feu club members attended 

the funeral. 


A CURIOUS FORi! OF A. KITSONTIAA. 


Out at the Koonwarra sandpits one of a row of Bog gums that 
ortginally came from il.R.C.L. ts a dtfferent form from tts fellovs. 
Itt is a natural weeping form and tf grafted on to a standard ‘ould he 
sensational. Betng flat on the ground tts stnuous limbs corkscrew in 
different dtrecttons, as tf trying to burrow into the earth. They have 
been damaged somewhat by motor btkes but still manage to set a few 
flowers and capsules. The chances are, hovuever, that any progeny vould 
follow the normal pattern, and that this ts merely an aberrant form, or, 
to put tt platnly, a fiuke. 


Ellen Lyndon. 
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COMING EVENTS. 


LATROBE VALLEY F.4.C. 


MEETING: Friday 27th August 

SPEAKER: lirs. E. Lyndon 

SUBJECT: “Fungt* 

EXCURSIOH: Dartlinurla. 

HEETIHG PLACE: Pump House, Mountatn Hut Road. 


10. 00a.n1. 


VARRAGUL F.1.C. ilo tnformatton to hand. 


: | 
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PENGUINS OF AN'TARTICA contd. 


Penguins are hot blooded birds and they have various methods 
of keeping warm, such as the layer of blubber underneath the skin, 
and an undercoating of thick down which covers the body and provides 
insulation under the feathers. Their short legs are set well back 
on their bodies which enables them to steer in the water or stand 
upright on land, also their toenails are long and their feet are 
webbed, During the breeding season, of the King and Emperor 
Penguins a curtain of feathers grow near the feet of the Penguin 


and this curtain keeps the eggs warm while incubation takes place. 
The Emperors live far out on the sea ice, and lay their eggs on 
the ice, then they have to walk 60 miles over the ice to the sea to 
get fish. The male carries the eggs on his feet while the female 
goes to obtain the food. The male and female take turns at incub- 
ating the eggs. The male incubates the egg entirely by himself for 
three months and then the female takes over. The Kings are the 
only birds that mate twice in three years, one early, one late and 
one it misses. : . 
One thing that applys to Penguins and Seals and all diving 
animals is that they have a special way of conserving oxygen under 
water by stopping the circulation to the lungs and slowing the heart 
beat down. There are three species of flippered animals the Walrus 
which is not seen south of the equator, the second is the true seal 
which has backward pointing flippers, and can only ripple along the 
ground, (it does not walk) and it has no external ears. The third 
is the Eared Seal of which there are two kinds, the Furred Seal 
common around the Southern Australian coast, and the Sea Lion. These 
have quite a different motion in swimming and can walk on land. 


- Among the Antartic true seal is the Elephant Seal which can grow up 


to six metres long and has a huge proboscis which it blows up on 
mating or fighting. 

The only other animal life are flies and insects of which there 
is a huge variety. The plant life consists entirely of Alsae and 
Lichens except on the extension north of the Antartic circle, south 
of the Argentine. ; 

Slides showing the Penguins, Seals, the Ice Shelf which is two 
miles deep (and is made of fresh water) Pack Ice, Icebergs, Albatross, 
Skuas, and the Scott and Shackleton Huts, which have been preserved 
as memorials to the explorers, were presented and commented upon. The 
expedition completed its journey at New Zealand. 


Jim Vall. 
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THE MAY EXCURSION TO NEWRY, LAKE GUTHERIDGE AND HOLEY HILL. 


For the second time - though a first for many of us - we visited 
lin. Brumby's farm at Newry on a gentle day of grey skies breaking ~ 
here are there into blue, a perfect day for bird watching, and an 
environment strange to many of us. There were scattered Red Gums, 
and level pastures were broken by distant pools and the misty* gold 
of Willows and Elms. Here and there Ibis were feeding, a large 
flock near the lagoon as we reached the farm, where both Australian 
and exotic birds are bred. Most of them are rare- some very rare, 
and some of the Australian species have disappeared from their 
natural habitat. When that is so they are bred on the extensive 
lagoon on the farm, and restored to their original habitat if it is 
still suitable for them. ( 

This lagoon was so sheltered by shrubs and trees that oe was 
barely. visible from the drive that led to the house and aviaries. 
There were twitterings and occasional strange calls as we approached 
and a handsome young Peacock walked slowly past. A white one was 
seen later on a fence beyond a pen where a pair of Cape Barren 
Geese were nesting. The smooth hen bird sat on her nest ina Stump 
of Sedge. 

Mrs. Brumby kindly gave up her morning to show us the birds as 
her husband was away and led us past the geese and other pens. In - 
one of them a pair of Mandarins were spectacular, the drake in 
Black and white with his chestnut breast braceleted by black and 

white lines, his mate less brilliant but still decorative. 
Rounding the end of the leafy enclosures we turned back by another 
path bordered now by wire meshed flight aviaries with the wire 


almost hidden by shrubs and creepers. They were partly open and 

partly covered, with here and there an electric light burning to 

raise the temperature a little. ( 
Sharp twitterings drew attention to South African Peach-faced 7 


Finches, their lovely peach-pink shading into delicate green. Few, 
if any of us had seen them before. We had glimpses of Pigeons and 
Quail, often disappearing amongst the growing things, while, in and 
out through the meshes, and helping themselves to seed from time to 
time, were two species of our small colourful Victorian Finches, Red~- 
browed Finch and Diamond Firetail. Slender Crested Cockateils, 
their soft grey and lemon enhanced by the spot of red behind each eye, 
fluttered and murmured to each other, looking down on us from high 
perches. b: 
We moved on, past the garden with its late roses, to the long 
lagoon, shaded by willows with nesting boxes in forks and on stumps 
or logs, usually approached by unobtrusive little raised steps. A 
thick bordering of shrubs almost hid the water and its birds until 
we walked through a gate in the netting that enclosed them - past a 
pair of small Wallabies, to the waters edge. Then we could see the 


“beautiful birds that lived there, Shelducks and Nandarins;: eM 


-Iemon yellow in clouds, were as far back as we could see, often with 


I I 
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Geese, miniatures amongst the rest, not twice the size of a Stubble 
Quail. The males. were velvet black above, and white below, the 
females with white heads and finely striped backs. Bright brown 


Burdekin Ducks with black heads, marked with a triangle of white, and 
black and white Canada Geese were is sections of the lagoon, and there 
were beige and brown and pink Egyptian Geese - one cannot even list 
them all. EW? 

One long stretch of water could well have been called the Nursery 
for it was occupied by Cygnets, and fledglings of many species, all 
seeming happily at home. Farther on a netting fence separated four 


mature white swans from their children, hatched last year. This was 
necessary as otherwise the young birds would have been driven away by 
their parents. This would not be necessary in the wild where food 

is unlimited in any one place. Strange cries and quacks and calls ™— 
came from all directions. It was a memorable experience. 

We gathered round the cars to thank our helpful scuide before . 
leaving. We had already heard that the Brumby's are moving - but not 
too far away. When new stretches of waters, new shelters, and all 
the environment necessary for humans and birds are ready they will atl 
move to a new home, and we hope to visit them there. 

« ‘Then we moved on through those pleasant farmlands, through Maffra 
to Lake Gutheridge in Sale. There we had lunch, with Coots, water-. 
hens, gulls and Black swans to entertain us before we went on to 
Sale Common where flight after flight of birds passed over, too high 
for recognition. The beautiful old Red Gums surviving along the 
river, the lianna Gums of the roadside and Swamp Gums of the damp 
common made it a pleasant place, but we went on to TOVeV Ailes ae 
National Park, enjoying the trees on the way. There were eucalypts 
of several species, banksias, and wattles. Sunshine Wattle bloomed 
on the roadside and as far back through the trees, primrose and 


the even paler but still lovely Sweet Wattle. It is good to know . 
that their beauty will not be swallowed up in the uniformity of pines, 
which covers, so much of those once beautiful and varied heathlands. 
Even in the pine plantations more recently made, beautiful native 
vegetation borders the roads instead of the waste of bare sand along 
older plantations. This accords with the Land Conservation Councils 
decision that. firetracks must be made inside the borders of planted 


land, and not along the road verges. _ ; 

“Ye stopped at the new picnic area on Holey Hill, where the Amen- 
ities are well placed to allow shelter, yet a view across the wide 
southern landscape, and without disfiguring the ridge. 

The Ranger, Mr. Peter Lawrence, was there and led a very apprec~ 
iative party round the new, well-graded and very pleasent walking 
track, which was full of interest. Even in May orchid leaves were 
seen, and we passed through low thickets of the uncommon Pomaderris 
of Holey Hill, which will be full of golden flowers in spring. = 


Jean Gatbratth. 
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ENVIRONNENT OF THE LATROBE VALLEY 


"It is valid to have different views on making conclusions, 
and this is a consideration when making conclusions about the 
Latrobe Valley environment’. said Mr. Ian Gibson, Lecturer in 
Economics at the G.I.A.E. Churchill, in his opening remarks as 
Guest Speaker at the June meeting. 

Mr. Gibson went on to illustrate this point by showing maps, 
prepared by his students, with each map showing a particular 


feature of the Latrobe Valley, e.g. contours, rainfall, municipal 
boundaries, roads, vegetation, etc. 


When looked at separately, each map conveyed a picture of the 


feature represented. However, when the maps were superimposed 
on each other, in effect attempting to look at all these features 
at the one time, the result was an unintelligable jumble. 

Mr. Gibson said it was necessary to clarify the specific areas, 
and went on to discuss some of these areas. 


AIR. Report on emissions! estimates suggest significant rises 
by the year 2000. 


WATER. Polutants into streams. 
Demands on streams. (It is estimated that the Sen 
in the Thomson River, after completion of the Thomson 
Dam and when Melbourne has taken its requirements, will 
be insufficient to meet other requirements). 


~LAND. Requirements for development will reduce the remnants of 
; flora and fauna and pressure on remaining areas will be 
considerable. Agriculture will also be under pressure 
from increased charges for rates and expensive labour. 

Mr. Gibson showed several tables of figures based on S.E.C.V. 
forecasts and S.P.A.G. (Strategic Planning Advisory Group) Task 
Force Predictions. fie suggested that we should not so much 
consider the figures shown’, but rather try to visualize the effect 
‘these predicted disturbances would have on the Latrobe Valley En- 
vironment. 

This, to most people, would “sound reasoning as, for instance: 
- Who could visualize the size of a hill containing 12,500 Millon 
tonnes of brown coal, the total quantity which the S.E.C.V. estimates 
it will have used up to the year 2030; or, perhaps more importantly, 
visualize the size of the holes left after this quantity of coal 
has been extracted? 
- How many slices of bread could we toast with 170,000 giga watt 
hours of electricity, the quantity the S.E.C.V. estimates it will 
be required to generate in the year 2030? The requirement for 
1980 was 23 ,000¢iga watt hours. (note. A giga is 1,000Millon). 
- How will the area cope with supplying the total services required 
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ENVIRONMENT OF THE LATROBE: VALLEY ~ contd. 


in the year 2030 to meet the needs of a population of between 
141,800, under a slow growth programme, to 191,800, under a fast 
growth programme? The estimates are from the S.P.A.G. Pre- 
dictions which Hr. Gibson felt could be somewhat optimistic. 

Apart from the generation of power for the general needs of 
the State, if. Gibson said that, major developments in the Latrobe 
Valley will be influenced by demands of the Australian and Global 
Society, and to some extent controlled by the mobility of global 
capital, particularly in respect to electricity as fuel for other 
major projects, e.g. aluminium, as well as demands for paper and oil. 
(coal to oil conversion). 

The impact of major developments on the Latrobe Valley environ- 
ment can be affected by bureaucratic decisions in respect to planning 


and environmental protection, and by local opinion expressed in a 
co-ordinated and positive. manner. 

On the latter point, Mr. Gibson then posed the question that, 
assuming the Latrobe Valley environment is worth saving, what can 
we do? 


INDIVIDUAL: Adopt conserver attitudes and lifestyle. 


REGIONAL: There is a greater role for community groups who .- 
are now being listened to and whose representations 
are influencing decisions. However, approaches by 
community groups to authorities need to be co- 
ordinated and fragmentation avoided. 

lie. Gibson said that all aspects need to be considered in relation 

to continuity of employment, a suitable social environment, and a 

general environment acceptable to Latrobe Valley residents. 


Bruce Adams. 


A SPINEBILL CHANGES COLOUR 


Since the many honeyeaters that used to visit my window have 
gone away. Spinebills have moved to the deserted nectar outside the 
window. They come and go all day, very handsome in their new spring 
plumage. The handsomest of the three regular visitors had a white 
tail instead of the usual dark grey, and I admired him everyday until 
he disappeared for about 10 days. It seemed as if his conspicuous 
tail had cost him his life - but he was merely completing his spring 
outfit. When he returned all but the margins of the conspicuous 
white tail was concealed by normal grey feathers,which soon covered 
the whole tail. The under tail feathers of Spinebills are always 
white . This one had returned before the grey feathers had covered 
the white. 

Jean Galbratth. 
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REPORT OF COMMITTEE MEETING HELD 21st JULY 1982. 


Publications recetved: 
§.G.A.P., Horthern Territory Haturalist, Worth Eastern Haturaltst 
and C:C.V. 

Submtsstons sent: 
Victorian Brown Coal Resource Development. National Conservatton 


Strategy for Australia, Comments on the South Gippsland Area Ilo.2. 


Hill End. 


Zoo Trtp by tratn 
Saturday 11th September 1982 cost: 
Adults $10.80. under 1é6years. $4.85. 16-19 years $7.20. 


Seminars: 
10 members attended the semtnar in Batrnsdale to learn of the 
progress of the Environmental Study of the Lakes area. 
8 members attended the seminar at G.I.A.E. re the planning 
for the development ltkely to take place due to the S.E.C. and 
other major works. 

Finance: 
Bank Balance $565.38. 

Supper Roster: 
August iliss Jean Galbraith ifrs. Fonor Crane. 

lent Meeting: 
The next conmtittee meeting will be held on the 25th August at 
the home of ir. and ifirs E. Lubeke, 122a, Helen Street, Morwell. 


Orange Bellted Parrot: 
3 members went on the parrot survey on the 26th July - no 
stghtings made. 


Zoo Trtp:--- 
ALL montes for the above outing by train to be in by the August 


meeting. Entrance fee to the Zoo: ADULTS $4.00. 
CHILDREH 4-14 years $2.10. PHISIONERS $1.80. 
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LATROBE VALLEY EF He C. 


HBETIUG : Friday 24th September 
SPEAKER: ie irs. Jane Calder 
SUBJECT: : "Problems Plants Face in Eaeipaay. 
Living". 
EXCURSION: Rosedale area 


HERETHGEPELA GE 5 eget a old EOE Rosedale 10. 00a.m. 


‘WARRAGUL F.i.C. 3 | 
MEETING: te previa 17th September 


‘SP RATER time en oe Members night, Gramptans Eaaunee on 
ae eae ya pues sald (eye (ek Oey das 

EXCURSION: el Contact Asststant Secretary: 

. Thee aS ARS _ #F.E. Hanley, 


Eanes 056° (232747 
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THE CHANGING ENVIRONUENT...LOY YANG TRARALGON SOUTH AREA. 


11 ears assembled at Kernot Hall for an excursion aimed at 
showing some of the changes to the environment taking place at the 
moment. 

We travelled to Clark's Road which is tree lined on both sides 
with mainly Manna Gums Eucalyptus viminalis and Apple Box Eucalyptus 
bridgesiana though these were not. very big specimens. This section 
has not been widened and remains the very pretty road it has always 
been. : 
Turning off the road we saw the large High Level Dam, water 
filling this dam is from the Morwell Open Cut and is of second class 
quality. This area, as well as being used for State Electricity 
Commission purposes will no doubt be. used by the public for aquatic 
sports ete. (much as the Hazelwood pondage is used today) and birds, 
not slow in taking advantage of the extra water are already making 

cood use of it. A little further along a smaller dam has been built 
holding high quality water to be used-for drinking etc. 

We stopped at the area where the widening of the road was 
stopped and near where the orchid Pterostylis fischii used to grow. 
These orchids caused great excitement when first found as they were 
considered rare and not recorded for this area. When the Traralgon 
Council started widening the road our club was most concerned for the 
roadside vegetation in general and for the orchids in particular and 
asked that special consideration be given to the area and also that 
a fence be erected around the orchids in an effort to protect. them, 
this was done, but over the years the bulldozing came perilously“: .- 
close and the whole environment of the area altered. As the traffic 
along that quiet country road would no doubt increase due to the 
Loy Yang projects we felt that the only way to permanently preserve 
the orchids was for them to be moved to a safer location. The State 
Electricity Commission agreed and went to a great deal of trouble, 
digging around two fair sized plots holding P. fischii, boxing them, . 
then using a 50 ton hydraulic jack lifted the two sections and trans- 
ported them both several miles away to the new reserve on McCormack's 
Road. The difference between the area bulldozed and the untouched. 
area was very evident on this section of Clark's Road. In the 
uncleared area the trees were sheltering lots of Gnat orchids Acianthus 
exsertus in flower, leaves of the Greenhood orchids Pterostylis curta 
and P. nutans, a couple of fungi and a surprize for some members.... 

a little mouse which remained unidentified''!' | } 

We continued on through the Loy Yang Project, this huge under- 
taking started in 1977 and is well underway now. This is a mighty 
project and everything is on a ‘larger than life" scale, the 
enormous dredger which has a digging capacity of 60,000 tonnes per day, 
the cooling towers standing 112 metres high, the chimneys 260 metres 
high, the bunker is the biggest in the Southern hemisphere, conveyor. 
systems running from the open cut to the bunker. Se ae 

ontd. 
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THE CHANGING ENVIRONMENT.... eee contd. 


going on everywhere and will eventually cover an area 4,700 hectares a 
and on the present estimates will cost in excess of $3000 million. 

The Old Traralgon South Reserve 
This reserve has been taken over by the State Nlectricity Commission 
which is a great pity as it really holds a wonderful sample of the 
wildflowers srowins in the area. Everything srowing here seem to be 
just that much bigser, brighter and healthier than elsewhere. The 
area has been more or less cut in half by a deep drain that is evid- 
ently necessary to feed the pond which used to be the adjacent gravel 
pit, so it could be that at least half of the area could renain intact. 
The month of June is a little early for most of the flowers, but we @ 
were in for a lovely surprize as “millions” of the Autumn bird orchid ( 
(Chiloglottis reflexa) were in flower, and the Gnat orchid doing well 
too. A couple of Nodding Greenhoods (Pterostylis nutans) and Tall 
Greenhoods (P. longifolia) were early Flowering while a Tiny Green- 
hood (P. parviflora) was very late. Several other orchid leaves 
were seen and would flower in the spring. The beautiful Correa 
(C. reflex C. reflexa), such a feature of this reserve, and the common heath - 
(Epacris impressa) added a splash of colour. A yrobin's nest at 
at eye level was also found. or 

Tp, Young,a teacher at the old Traralcon South Primary School - 
in the 1930's planted native trees in the srounds and they were all ee 
growing beautifully and included Manna gum (E. viminalis), Mahogany 


sum (E. botryoides), Narrow-leafed Peppermint CE-vadiatay several ol 
(A. 


wattles (A CBSE Black, (A.mearnsii) Wirilda (A mace ogee 
ooo nn a SE" 
an Albizzia in bud, and a mature weeping tree, looked like a Eucaly- 


ptus, had a distinct scent of peppermint but the fruits Gere not 
those of a. Lucalypt. It was keyed | out to be the “est Australia 


“Peppermint tree (Agonis flexuosa). We saw where the schoolroons 
had previously stood and were amazed that seeds from the planted ¢ 


trees in the grounds had evidently been blown under the rooms and 

now, since the school has been moved were growing nicely and were 

| about 6 feet high and a mixture of Manna, But-But, Mahogany Gums, 
Acacia floribunda, Acacia cyanophylla and a small Callistemon. 
These trees were of great interest but it was a rea al joy to see 

forest of Manna Gums (E. viminalis), all about 15 feet high 208 ie Bt 

where the school residence had been. These trees covered the whole 

area and for them to be there at all and to be so tall is little 

short of a miracle as it..is not two years since the house was moved. 

It is thought that the seeds must have been on the ground when the 

house was built in the early 1920's, lain dormant for all those years 

ane began srowing immediately after the first rain, after the renoval 
£ the house. It was truely a lovely sight and the hichlicht of BES 


ay It was most interesting to note that there are no new seed- 
lines coming up in the actual grounds, only where buildinss had once 
stood. Mr. Young was also responsible for having the old Traralgon 


couth pe seave reserved. 
A short walk took us to the new State Electricity Commission 


Contd. 
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THE CHANGTIHG ENVIRONMENT. ... contd. 


settling ponds and landscaped area. However it was interesting 

to see that the naturally growing trees outside the fence were. 
doing very much better than the planted ones. The birds had been 
quick to take advantage of this ideal spot for we saw little Blue 
Virens, Red-browed Finches and Honeyeaters. While in and around the 
water were Cormorants, Swans, Brown Ducks, 2 Mountain Duck, a White- 
faced Heron, Straw-necked and White Ibis. A rather large nest, 
possibly an Ibis's was sighted in a pine tree. We walkeg past where 
the Prespyterian/lMethodist church had stood only a fortnight ago and 
saw the trees planted honouping the 1st World War soldiers. It will 
be interesting to see if any seedlings come up where that old church 
has stood for so many years. 

We then drove to McCormack's Reserve to see if Pterostylis 
fischii was flourishing after being transferred from Clark's Road. 
Though this reserve is only a few miles from the old Traralgon South 
reserve it doesn't have anywhere near the variety of plants and is 
not nearly as interesting. However we were very fortunate to obtain 
a much bigger area than we had. We looked for the two plots of P. 
fischii and while one lot is growing nicely the other had evidently 
been eaten by rabbits or something. It is hoped that they will 
recover and flower next year. The bike riders, whose reserve is 
adjacent to ours, are riding through our area and causing erosion, 
breaking down saplings etc. We are in contact with the Traralgon 
Council re this matter. 

The new Callignee Road which is a main road made through a 
pine plantation, the top soil was replaced on the banks of the road- 
Side and the seeds in this top soil have grown so that now there is 
quite a variety of plants of the area growing, no doubt more will 
grow as time goes on. Our Club has for years been asking that a 
policy of replacing the top soil should be adopted so it was very 
pleasing to see it being followed through with such good results. 
There were several different acacias though mainly Sunshine, Spike 
and Sweet Wattle, Dillwynia (egg and bacon), Showy Bossiaea er 
Cinerea), Silver Banksia (B.marginata), though small were in flower, 
the Bearded Heath (Leucopogon ericoides) and others not yet in bud, 
but this area will be a picture in the spring. 

The excursion was planned to show the changing environment of 
part of the Latrobe Valley and all day we had been seeing the land 
being used for different purposes to that of a few years ago. Farm- 
ing properties are now Loy Yang Projects, dams or pine forests. 
Schools and churches relocated, pines removed to make way for a road, 
a reserve given in lieu of another taken over. It is very pleasing 
to know that our Club, by presenting factual well presented submiss- 
ions to the Land Conservation Council and other Government bodies 
is involved in any decisions being made on the natural environment. 

Our thank go to Mr and iirs Thompson and Mr Wall for their 
Planning and leadership of a most interesting day. 
: Iris Peterson: 
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FERNS, MOSSES,and LIVERWORTS. 


The many members attending our July meeting were presented 
with a wealth of beauty and knowledge as Mr Ollie Thompson showed 
slides and iirs Bon Thompson described to us a great variety of our 
Victorian ferns. —: 

Apparently in the 1940's botanists attempted to classify ferns 
according to overseas methods, and the continual changing of nomen- 


clature was very frustrating. lirs. Thompson used the following 
diagrams to illustrate the difference between plants and ferns. 


Fronds can be; Entire. 
Pinnate (once 


divided) 
Bi-pinnate (twice- - 
divided. 
Rhizome 
Ferns Plants 
Fern Plant 
. | 
Spore Flower 
Prothalus (a free plant) - Female nate 
- Organ Organ 
Female~ © ~Male | IR iy 
SS, ee a Fertilization 
Fertilization Be Seed 
Fern Plant 


It really “boils down’ to a different dormant period before 
new life begins. ; 

The Prothalus is a one-cell thick organism “from which; aetex 
fertilization, a new fern arises. The Prothalus provides nourish- 
ment and, once its function is completed, shrivels up and dies. 


Being one=cell JEWELS it can ELSE on the colour of it's sur 
roundings. Contd. 
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FERNS, ii0SSES, and LIVERUORTS contd. . 
Spores are formed in a Sporangium or spore sac. These dry and 
contract permitting the dissemination of spores. To identify ferns 
one needs to study the arrangement of sori on the back of the frond 
often the pinna or perhaps the pinnule (lobe of pinna). 
Mr. Thompson showed slides taken from his microscope. Mrs. | 
Thompson pointed out the sori on the Rough Tree-fern --~ small dots | 
| 


up the centre of the pinnule whereas on the King Fern they practically 
cover most of the under surface. 

The following are some details of slides shown; 

DOWNY GROUND FER: has hairs on the back of rachis. 

SHIELD FERN: the covering of sporangia is attached at the 
centre like a shield. 

MOTHER SHIELD FERN: grows baby ferns'on it's frond which with 
growth weighs down the frond so that it can 
take root. 

SPLEEN WORTS: The Greeks used one of these as a medica- 
tion for splenic ailments. In Australia 
spleenworts grow from the high country to 
the coast, and from the sub-temperate zone 
to the sub-antartic. 

COMMON SPLEENWORT: better known overseas than here, is found 

; on Ht. Howitt. The sori are fixed on the 
vein of the pinna. 


NECKLACE FERN: the immature sori are covered and “in short 
lines” but once they burst the pattern is 
lost. 


AUSTRAL LADY FERN: is similar to the spleenworts differing 
often by having two sori on one vein. 

BLANKET FERN: is also closely related to spleenworts. 
They do not have sporangia covers. Grow in 
the Grampians. 

BRITTLE BLADDER FERN: grown from Greenland to the Indian Ocean. 
Rare in Australia but found on Mt. Howitt. 
Has little bladders (pointed at. one end)to 
cover the sori. 


MAIDENHAIR FERN: has sori just at the indentation of the 
lobes of the pinnae. 
WATER FERNS: have upright fertile fronds to carry the 


sori. The sporangia each contain about 
thirty fertile spores. 

RAY WATER FERN: Fronds splay out from the base of the fern. 

GRISTLE FER: has a fertile frond similar to the barren 
frond. Sori are massed on each side of 
pinna's midrib. 

BRAKE LIKE FERNS: have long continuous bands of sori. 

SICKLE FERN: shaped like a sickle. (pinnae ) 

NETTED BRAKE FERN: the veins are arranged in a netted pattern. 


to be contd. 


| 
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REPORT OF COMIITTEE IfRETING HELD 25th AUGUST 19382. 


Publtcattons received: 
Vietortan itiaturaltist, Geelong aturalist, Northern Territory 
Haturalist, Worth Eastern Jaturalist,Cc.C.V.,5.G.4.2., and Bird 
Observer. 


Z00 Trtp: ' 
Aplogtes are extended to members for any ineonventence caused 
by the eaneellatton of Zoo Trip. 

Finance: 
Bank Batance $620.38. 


Supper Roster: 


September Hvs.Inez Branston Urs. Cogan. 


ext ieeting: ; 
The next committee meeting will be held on the 22nd September 
1982 at the home of lirs. Iris Peterson, 14, Barry Street, lMorwell. 


Progranme lleettng: 


Gn7rs meettng wtlt he held at the home of ilr and lrs. O. Thompson 
fraratgon South. 


Change of Venue: 


Canpout for January 1983 wtll be to Baw Baw Bie i oes not Tamborttha 
as programmed. iore detatls tater. 


LATROBE VALLEY HATURALIST 


P contrtbuting elups are as 
CLUL: TE OTOgS BD Gita ee PBELTUGS: 


Detatls o; 


LATROBE VALLLY F.1.C. lips I. Peterson 7.30). on 4th Friday 
14 Barry Street, each wonth, av 
HiORWELL 5840 Reatonal Pdueatton 
“phone 542128 Centre, Hirk St.ii0k 
SALE Botha lie VaeLeoan 8.00pm on Ist Friday 
P.0,.Bon 302 each. month, Room 15 
SALE 5850 Continuing Educatton 
*phone458238 Centre, Raymond Street 
SALE 
TRARALGOHW F.i.C. lr Z.Vetgold 8.00pm on Ist Friday 
7? Grahan Cres. each nonth, at L.V. 
TRARALGOW 3344 Edueatton Building 
TRARALGOU 


Kosctusko St Seiool. 


~ 


WARRAGUL £.U.C. fir J.Brooks 8,00 pm on 3rd Frtday 
5 Hobel Street each month. ble 
GU 


ee (e 
Me PA L ° 


P 
p 
JARPAGUL 3820 Library. WAR 
‘nhone 251563 


DATRUSDALE F.C. iip H.V.Barton 8.00 pm on 3rd Friday 
13 Turnbull Street each month. 
BALTPRUSDALL SMG eM ikon bik. 


'phoie 523792 PATRISDALL. 
SUBSCRIPTIOUS . 
Due Marci Ist, payable to Hon Yreasurer ips A. Stewart 


PeO@BO® G9 
LEVBOROUGH 35828 


HATURALIS? $6.00 FAHILY $8.00 STUCLE UBUBERS § 7.00 


LATROBE VALLEY UATURALIST ts the offtetal publteatton of tite 
Latrobe Valley Field ilaturalist Club. 

Contributions on any aspect of Vatural History are invited from 
HBMBERS OF ALL CLUBS. and should be addressed to 


Hon Editor. ives L.Padfield 
99 Chamberlain Rd. 
Tewborough 3828. 
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COUTHG EVENTS. 

WARRAGUL F.il.C. 


MEETING: Friday October 15th 
Sttdes of Catrus area 
EXCURSIO!N: Sunday October 24th 


Contact Ass. Secretary for details. 


LATROBE VALLEY F.il.C. 


HEETIUG: Priday October 22nd 
SPEAKER: De Carrol (Prestdent C.C.V.) 
"Dteback on farms” 
EXCURSION: Saturday October 23rd. to Nullundung 
area. 
MEETING PLACE: Gormandale at 10.00 am 


. 


(i 
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FUH WITH FUiIGI. 
Tatk by irs Lyndon 27/8/82. 


: To quote hirs Lyndon , "One needs a lifetime to become an expert 
in even one small area of the study of fungi.” 
Never the less, in spite of starting with only the Willis Mandbook, a 
couple of small english publications and no microscope, she has devel- 
oped a very detailed knowledge of the subject through sheer dedication. 
irs Lyndon also involved her late husband as photographer, and used him 
as a sort of suinea pig for testing the palability of specimens, much 
to his amusement, palatability 

iluch was learned by exchanging specimens through the mail with 

t] 

C.S.1.R.0. which resulted in a fungus species being named after lirs 
Lyndon , and another after a keen collector at Tarra Valley, lirs Healy. 
The generic names of certain fungi are somewhat confusing, varying bet- 
ween authors and handbooks. : _ 


Some people are inclined to be superstitious and are afraid of 
even handling certain fungi for fear of poisoning, but few are actually 
deadly. Some may have an unpleasant taste or be otherwise unpalatable, 
while others, even brightly coloured or weird shaped types, may be cons- 
idered de: icacies. ting Lyndon has seen Dr Willis chew a piece from an 
unknown toadstool to determine the flavour, and then spit it out, of 
course. The fact that a fungus is called a mushroom or a toadstool is 
no indication of its edibility or otherwise. There are edible and pois-~ 
onous kinds in both groups. the word mushroom could be used to describe 
any of the larger fungi with typical cap and stem. 

By treating the audience to a cplorful and intriguing set of slides 
from her own and Ollie thompson's collection, lirs Lyndon was able to 
show some of the infinite variety of shapes, colorsand sizes to be found 
in Gippsland fungi. One of the earlier slides showed what was thought 
to be a slime mould. a liyeetoa or "fungus animal", because it possesses 
the power “of movement, albeit too slow for the naked eye to detect. 
Other slides showed brilliant colors of Amanitas and Cortinars, and the 
intriguing shapes of the lattice, cup, birdsnest and stinkhorn fungi. 
Judging by the slimy appearance of the latter, we could imagine how 
they would attract the flies that spread the spores. 

About 60 slides were kindly projected by lir Lubcke. 


At the conclusion of her talk iirs Lyndon showed us a large white 
punk fungus from a gum tree, explaining how it smouldered slowly when 
lit, so that in this way the aboriginals were able to transport fire 
from camp to camp. 

te thank Mrs Lyndon for a very pleasant evening. 


Philtip.J.Smethurst. 
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FERNS, HOSSES, and LIVERUORTS. -— contd. 
BAT'S WING FERN: is not a true brake. The sori grow around 
the margin of the pinnae. ; 
lip. and lies. Thompson showed slides of a number of especially 


a 


interesting ferns such as: 


CLOAK FERNS: very hairy underneath. 
FINGER FERN: with undivided fronds. 
KANGAROO FERN: frequently found climbing on trees ferns and 
: has most variable foliage. Hence it's name 
4 “diversifoliun' 
FRAGRANT FERN; needs to be wet before fragrance is apparent. 
HARE'S FOOT FERN: the sori are contained in small cups. 


SCREW FERN: grows widely throughout the state especially 
in drier situations. 
LACEY WEDGE FERN: very rare. 
COMB FERi!: unusual shape to fertile fronds. — ‘9 
FAN AND CORAL FERNS: used to be classified together until they 
were found to have different numbers of chrom- 
osomes. The sori are in three or four blobs 
along the pinnae. - 
SCRAMBLING FERN: a species of coral fern. 
OVAL FORK FERN: one of the world's oldest living “plants” and 
found at Morwell National Park. 
SKELETON FORK FERN: found in the Grampians. In the tropics 
grows on palms but in Victoria selects hot rocks. 
FILMY FERNS: are only one cell thick. There are only 
three in Bulga Park, and we were asked to 
look for them next day. _ 
AUSTRAL FILMY FERN: has a wing along the total stalk and spores 
in little cups. 
SHINY FILMY FERM: only the small stems are winged, i.e. has no 
wings down the stipe. 


BRISTLE FERN: sori are in little cups, and along the bristle. . 
MOSSES: have spores in little capsules, frequently : 

; on stalks. The point comes off exposing teeth 
and spores. Another type of moss hides it's 
capsules on the under side of the leat. 

LIVERWORTS: have no veins and are thinner than mosses. 


Thank you lir. and lirs. Thompson for a most interesting talk 
illuatrated by truly wonderful slides which inspired us to be sure 
not to miss the visit to Bulga Park next day and .to see for ourselves 
the marvels of the fern world. — . 


Hary Austin. 
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A_Weli WILDFLOWER PLACE. 

Je found a new wildflower place near the old Everton railway line. 
“We drove along between high rocky cuttings, lichen covered and draped 
with Hardenbergia, and Grevillea, everlastings and wattles and even 
small Black boys?!. =e 
Lots more flowers not out yet, all the Egg and Bacons, Pimelea and Guinea 
flowers, orchids and fingerflowers. Two sorts of Guinea flower were just 
starting, H.linearis and H.stricta. It was so beautiful, dozenz and 
dozenz of Purple Coral-pea, some on saplings and some heaped on the : 
ground. One place I counted 1" clumps all in sight at once. 

We also listed 36 birds including a Jacky Winter on her tiny nest 
and a White-winged Chough's nest like a mud pudding basin. 


ll.Gatbratth. 
from a letter to Miss J.Galbratth. 


A_ SAD HAPPEIIHG IN BULGA PARK. 

We wereron track duties when we heard -Ravens making a fuss in trees 
above us. As we approached we also heard a Lyrebird making noises. 
On investigating we found fine feathers (the soft downy ones) on the 
ground. Looking further we sav a Lyrebirds nest pulled apart, the egs 
inside holed and empty. As we moved closer the Ravens rose up and away, 
leaving the Lyrebird making sounds of (Brr-Oak Bry-Oak) The alarm call 
(Whisk) and a call like a Curlew or Magpie. 


The nest was in a Treefern and it was well camouflaged, for it was 
hard for us to see even when it was torn apart. 

About a good half hours time we heard the female Lyrebird calling 
out again her loss to the forest, in the same distress song as before. 


Boa Doute. 


te 


HHG PATUTED CUAIL. 


We had visitors for easter. We notived the bird in the shadows under the 
bushes and shrubs. Because of its actions we knew it was one not seen in 
Our garden before; it ran along instead of hopping and seratched in a 
Circular motion.It left a cleared patch 25 cm.in diameter. We considered 
a Quail Thrush but its tail was too short. Because it did not leave the 
Shadows we could not see its colour ov markings. 


After lunch someone looked out the window and there was our visitor in 
full view on the lawn. The general movement towards the window disturbed 
the bird hefore we could have a good look at it. Out came the bird books 
and after some discussion a tentative identification was decided on. 


We went into the gaeden and the bird ran under the Rhubarb. Someone 

tried to flush it out and was about 45 em away when he saw the bird. 

ft was sitting on the ground in full sunlight with its eyes closed. 

Its camouflage was complete. It did not move and we were able to make a 
positive identification before it stood up and walked back to the Rhubarb. 


Our visitor was definately the Painted Quail. What a lovely Easter 
Surprise to share with our visitors. BGM Thonesen 
i ; - o : P ° 
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EXCURSION TO BULGA PARK. 


On July 24th about 30 field naturalists gathered at the Traralgon 
High School despite the cold wind and occasional light shower. 
Our leaders Bon and Ollie thompson were first on the scene ready to 
greet all comers. 

Just after 10. am we set off for Bulga Park and as we travelled 
through pine forest, farmland and parklands, observant members noted 
Emu, Black Duck, Plover,Crows, Blackbirds, llagpies, Grey thrush,Crimson 
Rosella, White-faced Heron, White Ibis and Strai-necked Ibis. 
Also noted were Banksia serrata and B.marginata, Sunshine, Sweet, Silver, 
Varnish wattles and Blackwood and Prickly lioses. We also saw Epacris 
impressa both white and pink, Cherry Ballart, Cassinia longifolia,Clematis 
Olearia, Leptospermum, Pittosporum and several eucalypts. 


At our first. stop on the Carrajung south Road we were shown some 
massive tree butts with the holes still in them where springboards had 
been inserted for the men to stand on while they used hand saws to bring 
down the huge trees. The original trees had beenburnt, probably during 
the 1939 fires, which killed them and some time before the trees were 
cut down probably for pulp wood. 


There was also one very large tree trunk still lying on the ground 
which had hollowed out over the years and had fungi growing along the 
outside.At this stop we also found Soft Treeferns with their sori on the 
outer edges of the pinnae. Rough Treeferns with the sori on the centre 
of the pinnae, Downy -Ground-fern, Hard Water-fern, Bat's-wing Fern, 
Kangaroo Fern and mosses with their tiny fruiting capsules. 


From here we proceeded to a lookout point which gave us a view of 
quite a bit of the coastline although the etmosphere was rather hazy. | 
However with the aid of binoculars we were able to ‘locate the Omega . 
Station Tower and several small towns. From this point we could also 
see the area covered by the Macks Creek headwaters. It was no problem to 
get every one back into the cars as the wind was particularly penetrat- 
+nE* Our next stop was at Bulsa Park where the Ranger, Mark Doyle had a 
fire going for us in the lunch hut where we could all get varm if needed. 
A few diversions were created during our lunch while some members fed 
the Yellow Robins and the Lyre Bird which came very close to the hut and 
showing no particular fear of the people around. 


After lunch to the call “rally rally" we all rallied at the start- 
ing point where all were met by Mark and his wife Eva, and from there we 
began our walk through the park. With Mark leading with the microphone, 
Bon, Ollie and Mrs Lyndon et various stages and Eva bringing up the rear 
of the group with a loud speaker we were kept well informed all the way. 


One of the first spots was the Birdo's corner where people can, sit 
quietly and watch and or feed the birds. We noticed Serub.-'rens and ‘the 
White-thraated Tree~creeper as we passed. We saw MOther Shield-fern,. Hard 
Water-fern and of course lots of Treeferns and also some small fungi 
crowing on the fence rails. Just before the Swing Bridge built in 1938 
and expected to last 30 years, now has a limit of 10 persons and is exp~ 
ected to be renewed in’the near future. However it is remarkably well 
preserved considering it has lasted 1 times its life expectancy. 
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LECURSION TO BULGA PARK contd... 


As we crossed the swing bridge we viewed impressive treeferns from 
above and as we approached the other side we noted an excellent specimen 
of the Ray Fern with fertile sori. Here we also saw the Sassafras and 
Banyalla trees. At vayjous places along the walk we saw the lovely little 
white tubular flower of the Fieldia australis entwined around tree trunks 
Further along we saw the Bristle Fern, the common Finger Fern, Filmy 
Fern with its dainty fancy edges. There were also Yinged Filmy-~fern, 
Shiny Filmy-fern, Hare's-foot Shield-fern, Leathery Shield-fern, Long 
Fork-fern,Lance Water-fern, Austral Ground-fern, Strap Water-fern, 
Spleenwort and Weeping spleenwort. 


Interspersed along the way we saw Coral Fungi, both pink and white 
little ball shaped fungi, the dried remains of the horeshair fungi, a 
wood destroying fungi which eats out the centre of the trees growing in 
layers and sometimes known as the artists fungi and an unusual white 
fungi which none of those present could identify. 


The Tree Lomatia and Mountain Pepper were identified as we pwocee- 
ded and the huge mountain ash (Euc.regnans) were awe inspiring with 
their size compared to some of the fine and delicate little ferns we had 
been observing. 


About halfway along the track our attention was drawn to a dancing 
mound of the lyrebirds. It just looked like a mound of freshly scratched 
soil and was fairly close to the well used walking track. Then as we 
were nearing the end of the walk we were lucky enouch to set another 
glimpse of the female lyrebird scratching around under the trees nearby. 


Ve arrived back at the cars just over 2 hours from starting the 
25 minute walk and althoucsh the atmosphere was quite cold the rain we 
feared(but also needed)did not eventuate. A short discussion was then 
held on the futures of the Bulga Park and Tarra Valley Park and the hopes 
that are held for the two to be joined up and extended to protect then. 
Members were asked to write and express their thoughts on these matters. 
A vote of thanks was given to our lesders for the day, for all their 
help in trying to teach some of we amateurs a bit more about identify- 
ing ferns. 


Jean lierson. 


BEAUTY UNSURPASSED. 


Looking out from my lounge room window at the Oak Pree one morning. 
I saw one solttary dew drop on the tip of a branch in the sunlight. 
It shone wtth more brilltance than a dtamond, against the dull brown 
of the branehes. In the soft brecze a myriad of colour emanated from tt 
seinttllating as the branches moved. 


P.Valt. 
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REPORT _OF COMMITTEE MEETING HELD AUGUST 22nd 1982 _ 
1983 campout Bunnerong Lodge Has been baoked 10r the weekend. 
the lodge holds. 36 people. Give names if interested to secretary. 


Details of lodge facilities will be published when they are known. 


Programme 1983. The meeting held on September 4th to select a pearramme 
for the year was by all accounts very successful. ; 
Finance The Treasurer reported a balance of $604.38. 
Cost ofiilaturalist. There was much discussion re this matter. Eventually 
it was decided to keep costs the same for 1983. The situation to be re- 
viewed in 6 months time when printing for next year will beconsidered. 
We have purchased some paper at a reasonable price which helps .- 
Another suggestion was that we only publish 6 magazines in a year. 
Correspondence. Coach Camping Safari tours 1983 brochure. 
Book List from Australian Government Publishing Service. 
Dept of Home Affairs Newsletters. 
R.A.O.U. Information re courses 
Victorian Naturalist, Geelong Naturalist, ECOS. 
SGAP.liaroondah Group lewsletter. 


R.A.O.U.Congress will be held at Armidale N.S.W. from 26th November 
to 4th December 1982. Resistration forms available now. Cost § 85.00 
KINGSTON'S TOURS for Naturalists 23 days Atherton Cairns North queensla 
and departs 4th june 1983. 
15 dav Wilpena, Birdsville, Mootwinree 
safari departs 10th September 1983. 
SUPPER ROSTER OCTOBER 22nd. iirs Plant iirs Reeves ? 


The next committee meeting will be held on Wednesday October 20th at the 
home of lir and lirs Stevart, 40 Fairway Drive Yallourn Heights. 


- Your editor is back from holidays and will be pleased to receive any 
articles with a natural history theme for inclusion in the Naturalist. 
I would like to thank all the people who assisted in producing the 
Magazine in my abscence, we need the magazine to be sent out regularly. 


ec erence te GR SA CE A CS TE COCO L CO 


The Club sends greetings to Mr McElroy who is at present in 
hospital in Melbourne. We hope you are soon feeling brighter. 
Best Wishes from all L.V.F.N.C.members. 
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Friday Wovember 19th 


Jack and Haney Brooks 
Illustrated talk on “South ofPerth" 


Sunday ilovember 20th 


Gontact Secretary for detatts. 


LATROBE VALLEY Boi. 
Meeting: . 


“Recursion: 


Peay Piece 


JAHUARY CAMPOUT AT DAW BAY 


Paclesh Hovember 26th . 

Films of iarine Life etc... 
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HEAT PRICKS OF ATIVE PLANTS. 
Address by lirs Jane Calder 24/9/82. 


Mrs Calder discussed situatjons plants have to cope with in the 
natural environment, especially looking at the extreme conditions. 

Putting the Australian flora into a world perspective ~ 200 million 
years before present, all the major land masses Cf the world were united 
into a single super-continent Pangea. About 180 million years before . 
present Pangea broke into northern Laurasia and southern Gondwandaland, 
with the latter continuing to break up and the pieces to drift, right 
up to the present day. Flowering plants appeared about 120 million years” 
before present and as Australia,South America,Antarctica and New Zealand 
did not separate significantly until about 65 million years before pres- 
ent there are many families in common between these areas. 

Species however are generally distinct in each area reflecting the sub- 
sequent long separation. The original Gondwanaland climate was tropical 
but became considerably modified in each area as the land masses separ- 


ated. All green plants must have light. Moss in the rain forest gets 

very little light and too much would kill it because it has become adap- 
ted to this condition; while other plants scramble, twist and twine upw- 
ards to get to the light. Ee ere 


Water is another necessity and with water comes nutrients that are 
taken up in the water. Ringbarking causes trees to die of starvation as 
it cuts off the food supply to the roots. The food supply is conducted 
down the tree just below the bark while the water goes up deeper inside 
the trunks. Most Australian soils are nutrient poor and therefore leached. 
There are various ways plants cope with this. Sundews which often live 
in boggy conditions deficient in nitrates, catch and trap insects and 
digest the body to provide an i-mediate supply of nitrates. ACH 
Fairy's Aprons or Bladderworts have bladders on the roots to catch mites 
in the water. Leguminous plants have root nodules to enable the host 
plant tp obtain extra nitrogen from the environment. Blue-green algae 
have a similar action.Cycads with special bumpy roots full of blue~-creen 
algae obtain nitrogen from the activn of such algae while the algae get 
protection, moisture, etc. from the Cycads. cic 


Pungal hyphae also help plants. Some plants have a special assoc- 
iation with these fungal hyphae to enable the plant to use the phosphates 
from the soil. ‘oer 

_ Much of australia's environment is arid and salty and so many 
plants have a water problem.To overcome these problems some plants dev- 
elop succulent leaves to store water; while others take in salty water — 
and use energy to pump the salt into little bladders on the leaves... . 
These bladders fall off or are blown away. Mangroves pump salt into the 
older leaves which then drop off. Often saltiness is a protection against 


Predators; in California most predators avoid salty plants except for a 
Species of rat that shaves the salt off the leaves and then eats then. 


. contd. .pp. 2 
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Plant breeders are looking at our salt tolerant plants with the hope 
of introducing this salt tolerance to crops. For example in the Galapagos 
Islands a tomato plant with very small fruit grows in salt water and it 
is being crossed with the normal tomato to try to provide salt tolerance. 


Most plant processes require water, e.g. in photosynthesis water 
is essential. Water also gives plants a degree of rigidity or firmness. 
liistletoe is semi-parasitic; it manufactures its own sugars and food but 
is entirely dependent on the host plant for water, as are Dodderlaurels 
and theAlpine ‘Hlyebright. 


In the rain forest there is no water problem. If the underside of 
a leaf from that area.is examined under a microscope it is seen to have 
little holes - stomata- all over. The stomata are where the gasses are 
taken in and released by the leaf. Water, as a gas, is transpired from a 
plant through the stomata. Ilany wattles have flat leaf-like structures- 
phyllodes ~- these are not leaves but stemlike in structure. 


Water loss is much less from these "leaves" as they have many less stom- 
ata. Some other plants have rolled up leaves thus protecting the stomata 
and reducing evaporation. Other means plants have of conserving water are 
to have very small leaves that are often harsh and prickly, also deterr- 
ing predators; A hairy leaf cuts down air flow over the leaf surface and 
builds up a layer of humid air to reduce evaporation, while waxy surfaces 
on leaves also help in arid conditions. Norfolk Pines have such a wax 
layer and when the Norfolk Pines at Manly started to die, it was discov- 
ered they no longer had a wax layer. Near Manly is a sewer outfall cont- 
aining detergent and the spray from the sewer had dissolved the wax. 


The Baobab tree just loses its leaves until conditions are suitable for 
regrowth. Resurrection plants literally become totally dry so that if | 
crushed they will just crumble into dust and yet within 24 hours of wet- 
ting they will start photosynthesis. They must be dried out slowly to 
total dehydration. Some mosses are included in this group. There are 80 
species of resurrection plants worldwide of which 10 species are known 
to grow in australia. 


| Young seedlings are very delicate and casily dried up, so in 
“some plants of arid areas there are inhibitors so that the seeds do not 
Gaus until there is sufficient water for the plant to grow to matu- 


rity and not just to the seedling stage. So seeds of some arid~land plants 


‘require adequate rain to wash out these inhibitors before germination 
takes place. Fluffy woollg heads that prevent rapid penetration of rain 
also inhibit germination. In some desert plants the flowers grow low down 
on the plants so that seeds drop at the foot of the parent plant into a 


favourable environment. In many cases not all seeds germinate at first 


leaving some seeds if disaster affects the first seedlings. In some plants 


aes seeds actually serminate on the parent plant; for exmmple the Mangr- 
ove which grows a rigid root before the seed is released. 

| Fire is another hazard in the lives of our native plants. There 
has been much change in thinking about fire in the environment. Coolfives 
are carried out to prevent wild fives. © ; . 

| | contd... .pp.g 
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WEAT TRICKS OF WATIVE PLATS contd.... 


Many of our plants are fire tolerant and have evolved with fire and need 
it to create conditions suitable for plant regeneration. There are two 
techniques of adaptability:- as with liountain Ash the parent dies and 
the seeds are shed onto a perfect seedbed. the problem with this method 
is that another fire within 20 years will mean the loss of all seeds as 
tre-s will not have formed seed. However if there is no fire for 400 
years the same result will occur as the mature trees will die and there 
will be no suitable seedbed for the seeds. The other techhique is dorm- 
ant shoots that sprout after fire.Some eucalypts are a good example where 
regeneration takes place along stems. Other eucalypts and banksias show 


regeneration from ground level shoots. Other plants have fire resistant 
bark. Many plants require fire to flower; for example the Grasstrees and 
in many orchids. Natural fire under normal conditions is a hot one in 
autumn, when many plants are dormant, but spring burning will kill orch- 
ids if done several years running. 


Study of reproduction reveals further "tricks". Some plants do not 
need sexual reproduction, eg. the introduced Dandelion has special flow- 
ers and bracken multiplies by means of its rhizomes. Most plants go to a 


lot. of trouble for_reproduction;separate plants for, the sexes or where 
both male and female Powers aré on the shine plant than the male or the 


female flowers open first. Many orchids are highly evolved for insect 
pollination e.g.Tongue orchids imitate insects. Trigger plants have ano- 
ther unusual reproductive system.Banksias with straight styles, little 


or no scent and flowers high on the tree are thought to be bird pollin- 
ated; while those with hooked styles, musty smell and flowers low on the 
bush are animal pollinated. Bird pollinated flowers are usually bright 
coloured as birds see the bright colours, while insects are attracted by 
the ultraviolet end of the colour spectrum amongst the blue, white and 
yellow range. 


Shedding the seeds is helped by a large number of seeds; orchids 
have a host oftiny seeds that carry no food store and need fungal threads 
to pick up nutrients from the soil.Cycad seeds are large, weighing about 
One ounce and so have large stores of food and can grow slowly. Many 
plantsexpend considerable energy to produce seeds with suitable dispersal 
mechanisms. Bidgee Widgee Burr seeds carry hooks, Acacias rely-on dry 
atmosphere to pop the pods and spread seeds, many plants have succulent 
fleshy fruits which advertise by bright colours, e.g.tomatoes, black- 
berries, wild cherries, etc. With mistletoe the stickiness of the seed 
stimulates the Mistletoe Bird's amatomy so that the seed goes down a by- 


Pass tube and is not crushed in the gizzard but remains sticky. 
There is also considerable ant dispersal of seeds in the Austral- 


ian environment. Some legume seeds have a fatty waxy end, the aril- which 
excites the ants and they carry the seed away to their nest. They take 


the aril off and dump the seed in the nest where it gains protection 
until it is ready to germinate. 


contd...pp. § 
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AUGUST EXCURSIOI-TO DARLIURLIA. 


The planned fungi excursion had been altered to a general one 
because of the exceptionally dry season. 


We met at the pump house in perfect. weather and the Silver Wattle 
Acacia dealbata was at its best, I doubt if the trees could have held 
another flower. We decided to valk along the water catchment track, 
this proved to be a very pretty area, trees being mostly Hessmate Buc. 
obliqua and Narrot--leaf Peppermint Euc.radiata and tall Mountain Crey 
Gums Euc.cypellocarpa. Inbetween were wattles flowering, Sallow Wattle 
A.longifolia, MWarrow-leaf Wattle A.mucronata. The Prickly ii0ses was 
almost in Dioon, Banksia spinulosa was perfect, 

We noticedseveral clumps of Dianella growing in tree stumps about two 
metres from the ground. Several mosses and lichens were studied anda 
patch of Club ifoss was admired, this moss is not common so we were ape 
ased to see it growing so well. 
The Hakeas were also in flower especially H+serteea and H.ulcina. 
Meanwhile the birdos had sighted several birds, Fantails, VYellow-~faced 
Honeyeaters, Yellow robins, Eastern Spinebill, Golden whistler and heard 
many more. We did see several small gilled fungi which were identified . 
as "little brown jobs"!! 


We then crossed the road to the Lyrebird Walk picnic area, which 
is a great credit to the Forest Commission.After lunch we followed the 
track for a short distance and saw Rough Treefern, Hard Vater-fern, 
Maiden Hair, Rainbow and Kingferns and a perfect specimen of Fishbone 
Water-fern with both fertile and infertile fronds on the one plant. 

We turned back after seeing lovely groups of MNaroon-hood CAG aisle 


Pterostylis pedunculata. 


- We then met Mary and her father who were waiting at where the old 
Darlimurla Railway Station once stood to show us the "Big Tree". 
This giant Mountain Grey Gum stands wehl above the other tall trees in 
the area. The tree was recently measured and has a girth of 34 ft (10M) 
and stands 200 ft(70 li). this tree is a fine example of the trees that 
once grew in the area before settlement, but last year some vandals- 
had carved their names and date in big letters at eye level on that bea- 
utiful trunk. We were sad to see such vandalisn. 


We were then joined by liary's uncle vho led us along Sergent's Rd. 
(named after a well known savwmiller of the early days) and along other 
tracks we had never heard of. These tracks caused some excitement and 
drivers were quite proud of their efforts when we stopped i! 

We walked up a hill and into a gully where we saw another magnificent 
liountain Grey Gum, taller than the "Big Tree" and at the top was a large 
nest with two baby Wedge-tailed Eagles and circling overhead were the 
parent birds, no doubt wondering what was going on. 

We walked back to the cars through a forest of Prickly String sybark | or 
Yertchuk Euc.consideniana and Narrow-leaf Peppermint and hybrids of both. 
This has come about because both these species flower at the same time. 


contd...pp § 
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AUGUST EXCURSIOW TO DARLIUURLA. contd... 


e ® J 
Back in the cars and we travelled through a forest which had not 
been burned for 20-38 years.The area was dominated by Hakea sericea and 
the unusuak shapes of the trees was fascinating. 


Over a cup of tea the two gentleman (both over 90) told of the early 
days in the area.Deep gullies and sharp ridges covered with tall trees 
and Treeferns and thick scrub.Some of the tallest trees in australia 
were then growing in the area. The area had few roads and those that 
were made were "Corduroy" a continuous timber track.The area didn't go 
ahead until numerous deputations and then a stop-start construction of 
the railway.this was due to the extremely difficult terrain, land slides 
due to wet weather etc.. However the opening of the ilirboo-iforwell Rail- 
way was celebrated in 1886 and then large quantities of sam timber, 
palings ete from the many saw mills that dotted the area was railed out. 
Mary's unele is still cutting timber, mainly Yertchuk as it is very hard 
on a par with red gum We saw some of these straight grained posts 
stacked ready to be trucked out. 


Our thanks to Ellen Lyndon, Mary, her father and uncle for a most inter- 
esting day.It was lovely to listen to two such interesting gentleman who 
grew up in the history of the area and love every tree, plant and animal 
on the property. 

Ints Peterson. 


NEAT TRICKS OF WATIVE PLATS. contd... 


In Australia in heathy woodland 30 % of leguminous shrubs are adapted 

in this way, over all Australia 7.5 % of species are adapted,while 

world wide only .01% is adapted. No explanation has yet been provided 

for why Australia has such a high percentage of plants with this adartat- 
ion while other countries with similar climate have so few. 


'irs Calder then showed slides to illustrate many of the above feat- 
ures. During question time the Leopard Tree of Central Australia was 
discussed. This tree develops first as a prickly shrub and when the shrub 
provides enough protection the main shoot appears that develops into the 
trunk of the tall tree. 


I am sure everyone enjoyed this interesting and instructive address. 


Bon Thompson. 


BIRD  WOTE. 


King..Parrots which do not always stay with us through the spring 
Must have nested here this year as they have not left us and there are 
plenty of hollows about for nesting. It is now almost the end of October 
and they come every day for the crushed acorns I throw out for then. 
The males with their scarlet and green are the most splendid of the 4 
Species of parrots that come here. 


J.Gatbratth. 
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REPORT OF COMmulITTEE iEETING MELD OCTOBER 20th 12982. 


TS, 
Dectded that we vould meet in Leongatha for the exeursion to Inverloch 


Lyndon Park seemed a good meeting place. The park ts opposite lirs Lyndon's 
home Steel Street Leongatha. 


Decided that we continue with monthly aturalist. Tt vas felt that tf 
the Naturvaltst was published less often the link with the Club for 
meetings and escursions would eufferand attendances .at meetings would 
not be so good when the Naturalist did not appear. ei astet gees 
A saving tn cost could be effected by He seed the Haturalist in three 
to make tt a smatler articte 


Publications received W.1 ener iee 
8.C.A.P. Hewsletter f.E.Haturaltst (Lasmanta) 


Environment Yictorta(C.C.V.) 


Déctded that we should subsertbe to ECOS magazine. We have been receiving 
free coptes until now. 

vie 

Supmissions lirs Thompson presented the submisstons she is preparing 

on behalf of the elub. L.C.C.Httlend Proposed Recommendations. 
S.E.C. re Transmtsston Line Rosedale to Bairnsdale. 

GC.C. Hinterland Proposed Recommendations. 

The Club owes our Conservation DOLORES a great debt for the work 

in this area. 


JAHUARY CAMUPOUT. 29,30,31 at Baw Bau. 

Ve have booked Bunnerong Lodge, which ts well equipped with stoves, fridge 
cooking utensils, crockery cutlery ete. 

We need to take food and bedding towels, teatowels ,sponges ete. 


The,,ecost has not been nottftied but would be between $2.00 and $5.00 
per night. The Lodge conmtttee has yet’ to meet and will notify Secretary 
about costs. The lodge will hold 36 people. Please Let Secretary know 
tf you are tnterested tn this weekend. 
He always have a most enjoyable time on these weekends. 

Supper Roster Hovember 26th. ies Vall liavy Austin 


The next Committee meeting will be held on vednesda ay ilovenber 24th at 
the home of lirs Huxley Harracan. We have been invited to come early so 
that we can see the garden before dark. sr 


ir iieElroy who has been in hospital in Melbourne ts now convalescing at 
home. We hope you are feeling much better. 


Some of our members spent a pleasant week at wilson's Promontory after 
Cup weekend. We look forward to hearing more about the times spent there. 


cs} 
~ 


ra 
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CONTNG EVENTS. 


HARRAGUL F.i.C. 2 Saé Anes in December 
HERRY CHRISTUAS TO YOU ALL. 


LATROBE VALLEY F.i.C. | ee 
CHReeAS PARDY= ~~ Saturday December 18th at 
= : . Hoorabinda School Camp beside 
Lake larracan. 
Please e bring your tea ze enjoy a pleasant Grrennoon with your 
_.._—_ fettow Ftetd Haturalists. — se 


ae President wishes alt eto ne a HERRY CHRISTIAS. 


oh ecm ia Bitiasoi Dae January 29,30, 51 
Page, ee gee oes OES Berea tf you vish ter 


a 


GEOLOGY AT WILSOW'S PROMOUTORY. 


A ranger took us near the mouth of the Tidal River to examine the 
rocks. The granite at the Prom. is an extensive formation reaching From 
Darby river to half way down Tasmania. We were eble to see both the vert-_ 
ical and the horjzontal fault lines in the rocks where the granite has 
been exposed. Some sections of the granite contained cryatals of felspar, 
quartz,and mica which were identified by the shape and colour of th 
crystals. 

Intrusions of formaline, which is formed by boren gas and water, had been 
forced up through the molten rock before cooling is complete. In some 
areas there were patches of Formaline where "bubbles" had burst leaving 
areas of almost pure needle like crystals of Formaline. 


Anotherrintrusion was shattered crystals of the gemstone Garnet. 
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A most interesting area contained bakls of "foreign"rock. 
This "foreign*rock had been swirled from the edges of the area where the 
molten granite was forcing its way towards the surface of the earth and 
they became imbedded throughout the granite. 

I wonder how many people have ,like us, walked past this interest- 
ing area without the knowledge to understand it.. 


' Bon Thompson. 


Hil. OBEROI WALK. 


After twelve stalwarts had climbed to the summit of Mt.Oberon, on 
a perfect day - and what a magnificent view to reward us for our efforts. 
We returned to the car park for a late and well earned lunch, eaten in 
a truly picnic atmosphere. 


Seven of us obviously feeling refreshed and refuelled, decided to 

take the forest walk to the Saddle on the route to Sealers Cove. 
We were repaid for our efforts and here is a list of plants seen, which 
had not heen listed on the Oberon walk. ~ 
Spreading Fan-fern, Lance Water-fern, Tender Brake-fern, Chiloglottis 
cornuta Green, Bird Orchid, Two species of sun Orchids, Caladenia retic- 
ulataVeined Spider Orchid. Gompholobium gaostatum the lovely coloured 
Downy Wedge-pea was-also seen. : 
Also seenand identified was one very lively though discreet Tiger 
Snake. ; 

Seven rather weary walkers returned to camp feeling that their enth- 
usiasm had not been at all misguided. — 


Torma Smith. 


Another snake story comes from lirs HUxley who said her son saw a rather 
long snake between 3 to 6 feet Long. It was a copperhead but appeared 

to have two tatls® On further investigation tt was found that one syake 
vas devouring another, so the snake really did have two tatls ? 
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Tt was a cool morning when we met at Gormandale for the excursion 
to iullundung Forest. 
lir and lirs Lhompson were our leaders and they had prepared details of 
our day, with lists of the more prominent flowers to be seen at each 
stop. 

we set off towards a pine plantation which was a short distance 
towards Traralgon where we saw a wonderful display of flowers. 
This area was originally planted 25 years ago, then clearfelled and re- 
planted in June 1981. ' 
A mass of creamy white proved to be the Slender Riceflower Pimelea lini- 
feisa, Silky Tea-tree Leptospermum myrsinoides and Candles, Stackhousia 
monogyna. Nearer the ground were Running Postman Kennedya prostrata prostrata and 
Showy Bossiaea B.cinerea, Wild Violet. Violacea Deere and Hardenber- 
fia plants with many seed pods. 
There was also Correa reflexa but most bushes had no flowers, Pink Heath 
ees impressa and “Gommon Flat-pea, Platylobium obtusangulum among 
the sma 


pine trees. 


Another small plant of interest was Poranthera microphylla, a low grot- 
ing plant with tiny greenish flowers. 


Hee up the slope where the soil was different we found Golden Grevillea 
G. chrysophaea , Saw Banksia B.serrata , SES Wattle Acacia oxycedris and 


Annual Fireweed Senecio glomeratus. 


We returned to the cars where all had morning tea, and more time 
for exploring. Wear the cars were masses of Hop Bitter-pea. Daviesia lati- 
folia, and many other species which we had seen on our walk. 


Ve travelled throush pine forests to an area where Incense Busi: 
Calomeria amaranthoides was srowing. As its naie implica this is a very 
aromatic plant and ‘looked attractive growing on the hillside. 


The convoy of 6 cars moved alongs various roads, passing large at- 
ches of Bulbine Lily on the Willung road, to the Old rosedale road which ~ 
was also a beautiful wildflower stop. 


Each side of the road was lined with Wedding Bush Ricinocarpus atinaton dais 
Silky. Tea-tree Leptospermum myrsinoides, and Pink Beard-heath Leucopogon 
ericoides. there were patches of Wahlenbergia sp. and Waxlip Orchids 

The most delightful of all was Correa reflexa(Gormandale form) with its 
large red bells. This is a specially nice form of Correa reflexa. 


The Wedge-pea Gompholobiun latifolia was a bright spot of yellow flowers. 
By now it had started to rain, but this did not deter the group. They 
put on waterproofs and kept on looking for more flowers. 


Other species were, Showy Parrot-pea Dillwynia sericea, Banksia mnarginata 
Helichrysum obtusifolium (buds only because of no sunshine ; e Hairy 

Pink Bells Tetratheca pilosa and two species of Hibbertia, Prickly Guinea 
flower H.asicularia and Erect Guinea flower H.stricta. Also two species - 


of Platylobium. Fa otusansai ua & and P.formosum. © 
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MULLUUDUING EXCURSION. ~~ contd... 


A plant of special interest was Restio tetraphyllus with curly stems 
and Broom Spurge Amperea xiphoclada, almost leafless with tiny yellow 
and brown flowers. . 


_.The next stop was lunch at the area known as "The Black Swamp”. 
HOst people sat around and talked about their discoveries during lunch 
ery The dominant trees were Shining Peppermint Euc.nitida, some wth 
masses of white bakls of sweet blossom, and the Snow Daisy-bush Olearia 
liratawith white flowers. 
Both Small Grasstree Xanthorrhoea minor and austral Grasstree X.australis | 
were seen as we drove along these sandy roads. Of course there were many 
of the flowers we had seen earlier in the day as well to be seen. 


We then travelled along Frouds road in Mullundung forest to an area’ 
of dieback. The trees affected were mostly Yellow Stringybark Eucalyptus 
meullerana with dry limbs reaching skywards. It was a rather dismal scene) 
The bright spot was finding four different Sun Orchids. Thelymitra rubra, 


T.flexuosa, T.ixiodes and T.pauciflora. 

The Leafless Clobe-pea Sphaerolobium vimineum,and Creeping Bossiaea 
B.prostrata created interest as did the Dagger Hakea H.teretifolia , with. 
its dagger pointed fruits. , 79 : 


Our next stop was at an experimental area in iiullundung corest. 
A section has been fenced and planted with ‘eucalypts grown from seeds 
of resistant trees to the dieback disease. The “trees are certainly 
bigger than at our previous visit, but we observed almost as much healthy | 
resrowth outside the fenced area. | 


There were masses of flowers in this area . We were pleased ‘to see 
the Sun Orchids T.ixiodes and T,rubra here. The Golden Grevillea 
G.chrysophaea and liyrtIe Wattle Acacia myrtifolia were plentiful. 

The group spent much time discussing a yellow Diuris beside a group of 
Wallflower Orchids, but it was soon discivered to be the same as Diyris 


longifolia with its brown spots. ; : 
Another plant of interest was Tufted Lobelia L.rhombifolia. Some plants 
we had not seen earlier were Small Riceflower Pimelea humilis , Curling 


Everlasting Helichrysum scorpioides, Apple Berry Billardierascandens, 
and Brooklime Cratiola peruviana. 


Time was passing quickly so we walked back to the cars and after~ 
noon tea and discussion about the pkants we had seen. 
Mr Luheke thanked our leaders Mr andtirs thompson on our behalf, and all 
echoed this with applause.Then it was homeward through Gormandale after 
a most enjoyable day. . 


My thanks to Robin Bliss for listing the plants for the: excursion, with- 
cut these lists I could not have written this article. 


Lorna Padfield. 
ee 
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DIEBACK Iil FARI! TREES. 


ON Friday October 22nd the LVFNC held its October meeting. 
Chaired by Mr Thompson, many people were welcomed. 


When I was asked to do the “write up” of the meeting , I didn’t 
know what was ahead of me. The speaker for the evening was Dr Carrol , 
president of the C.C.V. and the topic of the lecture was "Dieback in 
farm trees". 


Dr Carrol was pleased that so many people < attended this meeting, 
a true sign that we were interested in his subject. _The many submissions 
received from our club by the L.C.C. ete were very important and of high 
standard. He advised us to send in as many submissions as possible. 
From these submissions a final report is made. This in turn has to advise 
the Government , in which direction we not only want,but also have, to go. 


The topic for 1982 is the year of the tree. liuch attention is paid to: 
tree planting, tree farming, landscaping and so on.Unfortunately there 

are some difficulties and one of them is the dieback in trees. 

What are the causes of this dieback? There are many. 

It can be the wrong practises from earlier times, the clearing of the- 
land for agricultural purposes, the clearing of the timber in the higheri. 
parts of the country, with the res-lt of an alteration in the soil chen- 
istry. Drought can also have devastating effects. — 

The Cinnamon fungus is one of the very bad things threatening the trees. 
This fungus affects the moisture in the root system and can affect whole 
areas. It is easily transported from one place to another by soil, atta- 
ched to cars or farm or bush equipment like bulldozers or timber trucks. 
And it is very difficult to control. But it seems to "travel" also in an- 
other way, because it is found on the highest tops of the Grampians, where 
no cars can come. 


another cause of dieback can be flying insects which could infect diffe-~ 
rent types of trees.. Dr Carrol. told us, that at one stage he was given a- 
weeks notice to chop down six pine trees on his property which he did. 
He didn't mention the neme, but I wxpect, it was the Sirex Wasp, which 
destroyed them,in Europe.enermous pine plantations are also threatened. 
Only drastic chopping down and burning have reduced this pest. We don't 
hear much anymore about the sire: Wasn, Dune Dr Carrol. did his part in 
Som aseN INE this international pest. 


| _ Then Fenene are the difficulties of controlled burning in cOneacee 
This gets sometimes out of hand. This year is very dangerous, the drought 
has made the bush tinder dry and not surprisingly the fire vestrictions 
are coming nearly two months earlier than normal. On our last ex rcursion 
to the Holey Plains the ranger told us, that the previous week the Forests 
Commission had burned there. It was not very good for the early orchids 

in the area. But when they do it later, the nests and young birds will 
suffer. It is very hard to make a standard rule. The so called controlled 
burning last year got out of hahd in the Little Desert. 


Many questions were asked about spraying, slashing and burning. oF road- 
sides. Also: aE blackberries are causing a lot of problems.’ 


contd. .pp § 
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DIEBACK Ill FRR! TREES. contd... 


A lively discussion started about Lake Coleman. We have just lately 
heard so much about it in the papers. The waste of the paper mill is 
treated but is still a danger. The poisonous waste material of eucalypts 
is more dangerous than the waste material of the pines, however we field 
naturalists like the eucalyptus forests better than the pines. 

The waste in Lake Coleman has destroyed fish, bird and plant life, and 

it seems to go further east in the gippsland Lakes. But we need paper, 

for our Naturalist, we like our daily paper and all the things made of 

paper. | 
iir Thompson thanked Dr Carrol for his interesting talk. It keeps 

us thinking for a long time. | 

| 

| 


Bart Sterkenburg. 


Personally I like to add an extra note. 
In Europe in 1920-1930 a terrible disease started in Nlm Trees. In England 
Holland, Belgium, France and West Germany the elm is the most important 
roadside tree and elms died by the millions. This onslaught is still 
soing on. The illness in the trees, it was discovered, is caused by 
phycomycetes in the root system. 

In Holland Prof. Dr J. Westerdijk and Dr Christiana Buisman 


discovered in the *Phytopathologisch- Laboratorium " in Baarn (central 
holland) a new type of elm, completely immune from this terrible "elm 
disease". Trees however in that part of the world grow a lot slower than 
here and it will take many, many years before the sick trees are repla~ 
ced by this new variety of elm. 


Are new strains of immune trees the solution of khe many problems 
of dieback in Australia ? Only science can tell us. 


B.Sterkenburs. 


FROM A LETTER. 


Our friend and fellow mene? Charles Lester now living at Rosebud 
weites of outings with members of the National Parks Association. 


"le gather at the headquarters of the National Parks Service for the 
Coastal Park on 4th fridays at 10.30 am. 

The head ranger tells us where they would like help and we spend the day 
on the chosen work. The ranger brings tools in his utility. We bring our 
lunches and enjoy a picnic and helping. Lately we have been clearing 
What is to become a walking track from Bomeo Road to Sea winds Park. 
About 20 to 30 turn up. 

Children work with great aniimeadasi following the grownups ~and 
also help with such things as tree planting and pulling boneseed". 
Charles expects to be with us for the Baw Baw camp out at the end of 
January. 
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REPORT OF COMMITTEE MEETIUG RELD HOVEMBER 24th 1982. 


Fow many people observed that the Naturalist was folded differently? 
We save 3 cents each copy with the new folding. 
Publications received. Victorian Naturalist 


~ Environment Victoria (CCV. News) ECOS. N.T.Naturalist 
SGAP. Maroondah Group Newsletter 


January Campout. Advised that cost of. re will: be $100. 00. 
Decided to charge all $5.00 for weekend. Contact Secretary: if. 
Interested in coming to the compote as names were coming in 
rather quickly at the last meeting 


Christmas Party at toorabinda Leh Camp December 18th. 


All members invited to attend in the afternoon , bring ‘joun. ‘tea 


’ Barbecue available.This is a very pleasant part of the activities 
-of the Club. . 


Orange Bellied Parrot Survey. The survey through extensive searches 

ad not found any more an 100 birds. 42 birds were found in Victoria. 
None of these were found in the gippsland area. A thankyou to all who 
took part in the survey comes from Tasmanian National Parks and Wildlife 
Service. 
‘Discussion > Paper. Latrobe Regional Commission. We had received several 
copies of this paper and Questionairre. Most of the Committee were reluc- 


tant to a in the questions asked. Decided that we would not. EUROS 
the paper. We do not want to become politically involved. 


Individual members may pursue this Ae they wish. 


Conservation Co~ordinator. 

Southwest Area Review (LCC) received. 

SEC. Preliminary Environment Report , Yallourn Open Cut) * 
Bast Field Diversion of Norvell viver. yreceived 


lirs thompson was very disturbed by the botanical errors in this report. 
She has stated her disappointment in the submission. 


Alpine Report (LCC) received. There was much discussion re this report. 
It was a difficult one to reply to. Eventually a decision was reached: 
as to how we s! hould reply. 


National Parks Association Calendar. Cost $7.00 
Available from VNPA Calendar Sales ; Box 785f, G.P.O. Melbourne 3001. 


erro tery has some order forms for calendar. 


| ‘On behalf of the President and Commitee We wish you all a Mey, Christ- 
‘mas and a Happy New Year. 


Protect and 
enjoy 


LATROBE VALLEY FIELD NATURALIST CLUB 
PROGRAMME FOR 1983. 


a 


JAN. 
JAN. 


FEB. 
FEB. 


MARCH 


MARCH 


APRIL 
APRIL 


MAY 
MAY 


JUNE 


JUNE 
JULY 
JULY 
AUGUST 
AUGUST 


SEPT. 
SEPT. 


OCT. 
OCT. 
OCT. 


NOV. 
NOV. 
NOV. 


DEC. 


JAN. 


21st 
29 - 31st 


25th 
26th 


25th 


26th 


2end 
23rd 


27th 
28th 


24th 


25th 


2end 


23rd 


26th 
27th 


23rd 
24th 


15th 
28th 
29th 

3rd 
25th 
26th 


17th 


1984 


Members! Night 
Camp out - Bunnerong Lodge - Baw Baw 


Mr. Charles McCubbin - Butterflies 
A related excursion 


Annual Meeting - Mr. Ross Scott - 
River Improvements 


Excursion to the Latrobe & Thomson Rivers 


Dr. Malcolm Calder - Mistletoe 
Excursion to the Heyfield area 


Mr. R. Gaulton - Basics of Geology 
A related excursion 


Ferns, Mosses & Lichens 

Guests: Mrs. Lyndon, Mrs. Bon Thompson & 
Mr. Jack Brooks 

Excursion to Mt. Worth State Park 


Mr. A. Wissendon - Problems & progress of the 
Blue Rock Dam 
Excursion to Blue Rock Dam 


Mr. Ryan - Tree planting & planning in the 
Traralgon area 
Crinigan Road Reserve 


Mrs. Joy Johnstone - Birds 
Boat tour along the Lakes 


Extra excursion for orchids 
Mr. W. Cane - Propagation of native plants 
Excursion to the Channel country 


Weekend camp to Wilson's Promintory 
Mr. J. Wall - Western Australia Trip 
Spotlighting in Morwell National Park 


Christmas Break-up to be held at 
Mr. & Mrs. Ringin's property. 


An Alpine Camp out. 


Ve meet at the Moe sducation Centre, sirk St., Moe on the 
4th Friday of each month. 


LATROBE VALLEY WATURALIS? 


Details of contributing clubs are as follous. 


CLUB . 


LATROBE VALLEY F.N.C. 


SALE F.C. 


TRARALGOW F.C. 


WARRAGUL F.W.C. 


BAIRNSDALE F.U.C. 


SUBSCRIPTIOUS. 


HOW. SECRETARY 
lips I,Peterson 
14 Barry Street, 
Morwell 3840 
‘phone 342129 


lie iiaelean 
IP5 Oe ROK) EO 
SALE 5850 
“phone 458238 


lir K.Wetgold 
7 Graham Cres. 
TRARALGOW 2844 


ifr J.Brooks 

38 Hobel Street 
WARRAGUL 3820 
“phone 281563 


lie E.V.Barton 

13 Turnbull Street 
BAIRUSDALE 38765 
“phone 523792 


Due iiarch ist, payable to Hon Treasurer — 


HWATURALIST $6.00 


FAMILY $8.00 


MEETIUGS. 

7.30pm. on 4th Friday 
each month, at 
Regional Educatton 
Centre, Kirk St. HOE 


8.00pm on Ist Friday 
each rionth, Room 13 
Conttnuing Educatton 
Centre, Raymond Street 
SALE. 


8.00pm. on 1st Friday 
each month, at L.V. 
Eduvatton Buttding 
TRARALGOHW 


Kosciusko St. School. 


8.00pm. on 3rd Friday 
each month. Publte 
Library, WARRAGUL - 


8.00pm.on 3rd Friday 
each month . 
GRACE 
BAIRUSDALE. 


irs A. STevart 
12). (Oh iter ANAL) 
NEWBOROUGH 3828. 


SZHUGLE UEMBERS $7.00 


LATROBE VALLEY WATURALIST Is the offietal publiecatton of the 


Latrobe Valley Fre 


i Haturaltst Clud. 


Contributions on any aspect of Ilatural History ave tnvtted fron 
MEMBERS OF ALL CLUBS and should be addressed to 


Hon Edttor. 


lirs L.Padfteld 
99 Chamberlain Road. 
HEVBOROUGH $828. 
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CONTHG BVENTS. 


Varragul F.u.C. 
iieetting >: 


A Lappy Ueuw Year to att inenbers. 


LATROBE VALLEY F.i.C. 


it Ss * 
fleeting. 


Exeurston: 


A Happy ilew Year to all 


é 
Priréay January 21st 
embers ltght. 
Friday January 21st 4 


iembers NIght. Bring slides to he 
t 


Weekend Campout at it Baw Baw 
Janunry 29,30 31. 


Members. 
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% . 
HOVEMBER FILUS. 


The Latrobe Valley Field Naturalist Club meeting held on 26th 
November was well attended and those present were entertained by some 
absorbing films. 

The theme was the Seashore Environment and covered a wide range of int- 
erests. Bass Sttait, Pearson Island, Preservation Island and the waters 
of Corner Inlet were featured, and a selection of birds, animals and 
marine life which is found in these areas. The Rock Wallabies who attain 
greater mobility in their rocky habitat by not allowing their tails to 
touch down when they move around and the Cane Barren Geese which accord- 
ing to the commentator are second on the list of most rare geese were 
some of the featured species. 

Another interesting feature to hold our interest was the cave on 
Preservation Island used by survivors of the ill fated ship “Sydney Cove“ 
wrecked on the rocks 175 years ago. 

In the deep offshore waters, underwater photography enabled the viewer 

to appreciate the graceful seals, beautiful creatures which in that env- > 
ironment bear no resemblance to the lumbering comics they appear to be 
when sunbaking on the rocks. ' 


Various aspects of marine life to befound in rock pools were shown 
and a face familiar to viewers of A.B.C.nature programmes was seen again 
in the person of Dr Douglas Dorward. 


When the evening was drawing to a close I reflected on how fortunate 
we are to be living so close to areas we had just seen on film, such as 
Corner INlet which is such a treasure for people interested in Natural 


History. . i r , re 5 
oS Shinada a word of thanks is due to President Jim Wall for organis- 
ing the films. 

John Broun. 


Sieiidingebeary vinihs Ave vettaoe, clamibrinictes, tugttmgin ies ge 3h Folin mererenn ALT ath | 
SWAKES DO CLIlMUD TREES. 

The day we walked to the top of iiount Oberon was hot and we started 
off as a group, but as we progressed on our walk, our group started to 
string out as we looked at this and that plant identifying species on the 
way. Eventually I was walking with Norma quietly up the track, when she 
heard a slight rustle to the right of us. I was quickly pulled to the 


centre of the track and we both turned aur heads to look at an 8ft.(2.4 nm) 
high tree trunk which had a deep cleft down its entire length. | 

Three /Quarters of the way up this cleft was a nest of some sort, and from 
the right. hand side slithering its sinuous, beautifully marked shiny 

body down the tree trunk was a 94 em long Tiger Snake. It slithered down 
and round the cleft, and then appeared to hang on to the tree by a foot 

of its body, letting the tail end hang in a long straight line. 

In this manner the snake continued down the trunk to ground level and 

away to a hole which appeared to be behind a clump of reedyleaves. 


Vatching this event, it was obvious to us, the snake knew about the nest. 


Pe Watt. 


sansa anna ppc neennencetenngnr enero crete OLE Ct A CC NA 
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EXCURSIOW TO HOLGY PLATS STATE PARE. 25/9/82 


A convoy of seven cars met at the old Ro sass Stables for our 
September excursion to the lioley Plains.lMr Peter Laurence, phe Ranger. 
was once again our pleasant and interested su nidet for the das 
lies Jane Calder, our guest speaker from the previous evening Baléo accomp- 
anied us and omce again inspired us with her wonderful enthusiasm for 
her subject.The day was eae and rather overcast as we entered the park 
along the Scenic Drive road. 


Our first stop was at the smaller of the two swamps in the area, 
a large reedy scooped out basin surrounded by trees. Mr Laurence told us 
that the swamp, to the best of his knowlwdce, was never dry, although 
the source of the water was not known and underground seepaze seemed a 


probable answer. Trees in the area were mainly shining Peppermint and 
Saw BanksiaB.serrata. : 


Our next stop was further into the park, where we walked slowly 
through the bush with frequent stops to examine the many wildflowers in 
bloom. The Twining Fringe-lily Was breathtakingly beautiful when viewed 
through Mrs Calder's optical lens magnifying glass. We saw pink boronias 
hibbertias, sundews and Brachycome along the path. 


hen our guide event tually got us back to our vehicles, sighing that 

he should have remembered from last time we took the Wildflower Track 
which led through to the picnic area on the Holey Hill. After lunch we 
walked the same track we had traversed in l’ay, now full of interest with 
delightful groupings of Wax-lip Orchids ,Prostantheras ,Correas, Kennedia 
prostreta, Caladenia carnea(Pink Finsers), Acianthus (cianthus caudatus(iley-Fly 
Orchid) and however did Ollie thompson spot that ‘iosauito Orchid Acient~ 
hus reniformis in all those hectares of forest ? 

The Holey Hills Pomaderris was in bloom and one big old man Banksia was 
judged to be 100 years old. A tiny sundet checked out to be Scarlet Sun- 
dew Drosera glanduligera. Ve marvelled at the varying shades of Love 
Creeper (Comespermaand inspected an area which had been recently burned, 
but this did not vield much in regrowth, probably due to the intensity 
of the fire which had been particularly fierce. 


We then followed the ranger down tracks between the pines, startl- 
ing Kangaroos as we went. As we reached lierrimans Creek, the thunder 
clouds were gathering but they cleared as we walked the "track which was 
thick with the leaves of orchids not yet in flower, past gullies which 
had recently been a mass of colour from thickets of Silver Wattles. 


Stately Manna gums lined the lovely creek which meandered gently alons 
this year with none of its usual spring turbulence. !lany of us took mental 
note as we left, to return at another time in order to spend more time 
in this delichtful area and more closely examine the flora,and study the 
as life which wes abundant but pay, of our intrusion and hard to sirht 
the tree EOprs 
contd...pp 3 
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EXCURSIOU TO HOLEY PLAITWHS STATE RARK contd... 


As we took the road homevard, we stopped to examine another of the 
roadside verses where regeneration has taken place resulting in a kalei- 
doscope of wildflowers underfoot. Boronias were numerous, with Dillwy- 
nias, Pimelea, Pink Beard Heath, Golden Grevillea G.chrysophaea, Black- 
eyed susan Tetratheca pilosa and Rush lily Sowerbaeajuncea. 


Val LArson. 


WILSOW'S PROMOUTORY IN JOVEMBER. 


On tlilson's Promontory in November there are many flowers to be 
discovered. We were there for 5 days and the total number of plants iden- 
tified was 163 species; but this is not surprising as we climbed Mt Ober8 
on, walked through Lilly Pilly gully and of course inspected the shoreline 
area. 
me The Lilly Pilly Gully walk provided many ferns which were thriving 
despite the dry season. On the Mt Oberon climb we saw many heathland 
plants mear:the car park; but as we got higher the plant species changed. 
Because of the different habitat some of the plants we saw grew differ- 
ently from in the Latrobe Valley e.g. the Hop Goodenia, as well as being 
a shrub also grows as a creeper ahd the Variable Groundsel Senecio lautus 
can grow with thick leaves like a succulent. Half the species of wattles 
recorded for the Prom were in bloom although several were almost finished. 


The White Kunzea was in full bloom and perfume and with the Coastal Tea~ 
tree was ae beautiful sight. The Small--leafed Clematis was almost in full 
seed which is perhaps its loveliest stage while Pink Bells Tetratheca 
Ciliata was beautiful with bells on many branches on each plant and not 
more or less single stalks as they are in the Valley this year. 

The Tiny Violets Viola sieberana with no hairs in its ‘throat’ was also 
in full bloom. Lhe lovely wiry Bauera crept over the bushes wherever we 
went. NIne species of orchids were located in bloom with perhaps the 
Veined spider-orchid Caladenia reticulata with clubs on the ends of the 
S@pals, being the one least known to the group. 


Along the shoreline the cushion Bush, Purple Ragwort , Two-horned 
Sea Rockets, the Bower Spinach and the Purple Swainson-pea added colour 
and interest to our walks. 


No visit to the Prom at this time of the year would be complete 
without the Crimson Berry Cyathodes juniperina which we saw with very 
many berries at Red Bluff. 

I did not keep a record of the bird species identified; but we 
certainly saw many and the Crimson Rosella around Tidal river lived up 
to its reputation and all who wanted photos of them had plenty of oppor- 
tunities. = oan 

These are only some of the interesting plants we saw and the “Prom” 
in November is certainly worth a visit. 


Bon Thompson. 


| 
| 
| 
| 
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FLYTHG FOX Iii LEOUGATHA: 
On 21st March last year three small boys appeared at our door 
bearing a dead flying fox. It had been electrocuted on the power wires 
in their street. Its fur was a grizzled grey except for a foxy-red 
mantle around its neck and shoulders, and its wing ope measured 37 inches 
or 94 centimetres. : ; 


Consulting our books on native animals we decided that this was the 
Grey-headed flying fox, Pteropus poliocephalus. which occurs from south 
of Rockhampton through eastern i!.S.W.to Northern Victoria. There are 
four species of large flying foxes but only two of them have been recorded 
in Victoria. In certain years they seem to extend their range to the 
south and west, and are liable to raid orchards between !iallacoota and 
Orbost each year, as well as the iurray fruit-growing areas. 

In 1943 Victoria had a visitation and I can recall the foxes draped over 
ule power lines here in the 1950' Se. Blossoming trees also attract the 

xes and some solids are thought + to be eaten, such as pollen, seeds and 
Bean does Tt seems they drink while on the ving, lapping the water as they 
flit. over the surface.This sometimes lands them in trouble where barbed 
wire fences :cross eek and dams. 
In the Victorian Naturalist, Sept?0ctober ‘1981. Richard Loyn vecords a 
large flock. of the little Red Flying-fox poesting at the Barmah nS 
on the ifurray. They were observed belly-floppins into the water of < 
ereek, flying to.a nearby tree and hanging themselves up to lick the 


thee 
> 
0) 


= 


water: from their fur. Whether this is their drinking method or just a 
means of cooling themselves on a hot day is not known with certainty. 
We need more observations on the habits of flying-foxes. Has anyone else 
noticed them in Gippsland last season. 


Ellen Lyndon. 
Ref. Troughton. 1957. Furred animals of aust. 


Ride. 1970. Guide to Native lamnats of aust. 


FRO A LETTER. 


This week Bernice took us to the old Everton railway line. 
It was a perfect day and we enjoyed tt so much. 
Ve ate our Luneh where we eould see the Jacky Winter feeding young ones 
in the nest ve found last time. The flowers were not so good as they 
were then: aS 
May Galbratth. 
BIRD ORE. 


Pied Currovongs have a stick oor as big as a pudding ‘bout, in the 
Yellou Box by my gate. The young BguCE hatched this week. 


Jean Galbraith. 


The last two articles are freon early December. id. 
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VELSOU'S PROUOUTORY. 


SATURDAY HORNING: 
Tt was certainly a hot morning, but after our introduction to the 


seology of the cranite alone Tidal River we waded ankle to almost Ince 
BY, a 


deep in the pleasant coolness of the stream and were refreshed, crossing 
it for the last time where it enteres Norman Bay. 


The tide was low and the sea almost waveless, sparkling and beau- 
tiful with bands of indigo and peacock blue, and jade green in, the sha- 


SL OUSaiie walked almost westward on the firm wet sand of the bay, stopping 


beside encrusted rocks, and pools where a pattern of broken shell and 
sand showed where sea anemones had buried themselves under a raised camo- 
uflage which was partly the debris of their last meal. 


A little geology vas still mixed with our study of marine life. 
Ranger Gill anderson who had described to us some of the mysteries of 
crystallising and faulting granite now introduced us to some of the 
mysteries of the sea. : 


Every rock that had been covered by the hich tides was encrusted 
by mussels and barnacles. The commonest ones (often called Acorn Barna 
cles). ccvered. mang of the rocks in dense colonies. The name is approp- 
piate for they are rather the shepe of a short wide acorn. The “acorn 
cup” is the main shell, and a protruding lid which lifts when the barn-~ 
acle is feeding while covered by the tide, forms the " aeopnt 
It is not a simple lid such as many shells have, but a trapdoor of two 
seements which Lift up when the occupant is feeding. Unlike the usual 
creatures which inhabit shells ..on the beach it is not a mollusc but a 
crustacean -related to shrimps. 


Often sharing rocks with the barnacles, or sometimes with limpets 
all sizes, were mussels. They were more often in colonies 2wholly cov- 
antes the sides of rocks.Ilundreds of them, dark blue or» black, tiny dou- 


. ble shells joined edge to edge and standing out from the rock like the 


boints of a nutmeg-grater, covered the lower rocks near the sand. 

They were small perhaps lem long in a zone pounded by waves as the tide 
comes in. Fach double shell(officially a bivalve) encloses a small moll- 

usc, but when covered with water the shells open their lips to allow the 

creature inside to feed on plankton - the rich “soup of the sea" which 

is the food of most of the molluses and related creatures [ett an Olt: 


visible to us but considts of fFinnumerable microscopic Teinee chines 


The molluses and other similar creatures have usually feather ~like or 
hair-like Cilia which sweep plankton and water into their mouths {§ or 
equivelant organs), strain out the food and let the water go back to the 
S@a. 

Whole rocks covered with massels varied in colour from the tiny 
black ones at the base to much larger (2.5 cm long) blue or prune purple 
Near the top. 


contd..pp 6 


LATROBE VALLEY WATURALIST (6)  ° ISSUE Ho 229 JANUARY 1983 


WILSOW'S PRCMONLORY. contd... 


The only sea anemones not hidden by sand were the orange anemones 
like lumps of orange jelly. Like the green anemones and red "Waratah" 
species they trould open up when covered by the tide into a flower-Like 
clump of short tentacles. 


We saw only one sea star, bluntly star-shaned and srey~sreen, with 
rows of suckers under each lobe of the star, making a pattern radiating 
from the jelly-like ball that is its closed mouth. The sea stars feed 
on molluses. Their suckers attached to the outside of the molluscs double 

shell pull it open and as they have no hands to pull out the contents 
they simply pus) out an open stomach, enclose the contents of the shell, 
digest it, and return 4 to where they came from, leaving an empty shell on 
the sand. 


Along the lower part of some rocks were tangled masses of thin 
white tubes, each tube open at the end. They are the limy retreats of 
tube worms, not very beautiful, and conspicuous only because of their 
tangled abundance, but when the tide covers them delicate filaments 
will float through the eni trance(only 2.5 mm wide)and begin to sweep 
eRe the water bringing food into the tube. But we only saw the whit- 

sh liny tubes. Their delicate beauty is kept for feeding times. 


Nearest the shallow waves of ebb tide is the cunjevoi, sometimes a 
mat of coalescing spongy individuals, rather like a doormat made of 
ycllowish brown sponge dotted with holes, but here and there we sav a 
So TERE one- a brownish lump with two round holes. Lhrough one water 
and plankton are sucked into the vase~like interior; through the other 
it is squirted out. minus plankton which stays to be dizes ted. 

That is “why: cunjevoi is sometimes called Sea Squirt, 


Ve had much to talk of and renember as we walked home, and much to thank 
our two companions for as we said goodbye to the ranger in charge and to 
Gill who had showed us so many things. 


tbh 


Jena eae ae 


Phere was no Committee Meeting held in Deceiiber. 3 
The next Comiutttee eeting utLl be held on ilednescay January 19th at 
the hone of iv and tirs shonpson, Dountes Lane Traralgon South até 7.50pn. 


The supper roster will be available at the January meeting ovatting 
nanes } for supper duty each month. 
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CLUB 


LATROBE VALLEY F.i.Cc. 


SALE F.C. 


TRARALGOH LF. t.C. 


VARRAGUL F.W.C. 


BAIRISDALE F.il.C. 


HOW. SECRETARY 
lips: I.Peterson 
14 Barry Street, 
Morwell 3840 
‘phone 342129 


iin iiaelean 
(0). BOK) GOB 
SALE 8850 
“phone 458238 


lir K. Weigold 
7 Graham Cres. 
TRARALGOI 3864 


ifr J.Brooks 

3 Hobelt Street 
WARRAGUL 3820 
“phone 281563 


lie £.V.Barton 


MEETINGS. — 

7.30pm. on 4th Friday 
each month, at 
Régtonat Education 
Centre, Kirk St. HOE 


8.00pi on Ist Friday 
each nonth, Room 13 
Conttnuing Edueatton 
Centre, Raymond Street 
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COHTIIG EVEHTS. — 
Warragul F.C. 


Meeting: Friday February 18th 
Annual Meeting 
Excurston: Sunday February 20th 


Contact Secretary for detatts. 


a NE LT AL 


Latrobe Valley F.i,C. 


lieeting: Friday February 25th 
Speaker lip Charles licCubbin 
Exeurston: Saturday February 20th to Thomson Dan 


ieeting Place: Ravson Infornatton Centre at 10.00Am 


— 
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ROCKPOOLING AROUND TUL BUNUROUG. 


_ The South Gippsland Conservation Society has fron tine to time 
produced some interesting and instructive booklets dealing with the 
natural history of their countryside. Their latest handbook, fresh from 
the printer in the New Year, is their most ambitious to date. It is 
entitled "Rockpooling anound the Bunurong", as that cliff-lined coast 
between Inverloch and Cape Patterson has come to be called, after the 
long gone aboriginal tribe that once fished and hunted in these very 
rock pools. 


eee 


Co-authors are our member Hargaret rowe and her friend Fiona Eagger, 
together with illustrator christine Larsen. liuch exacting work and many 
hasty trips to the beach have gone into identifying, deseribing and 
drawing the many forms of marine life found along the rich shore platforms 
For weeks Margaret's living room reeked of seaweed, while strange creepy 
crawlies oozed, waved and goggled from her numerous fishtanks. All of 
them, let me hasten to add, were eventually returned to the bosom of 
mother ocean,each to its very own pool, if I know Margaret :. 


The introduction touches briefly on the geological aspect, the lay- 
ing down of the sandstones and mudstones in Cretaceous seas, the under= 
cutting of the shoreline by the sea to form the cliffs, caves and plat- 
forms which are swept by the tides. Rock platforms are not general. round 
our coasts and these are considered to be among the very best in the 
State. The authors point out how easily such a sensitive area may be Pui- 
ned by thoughtless and careless usage. There follows some advice on how 
to use the handbook, how to get the most enjoyment out of rockpooling 
without damage to the environment, and a warning about the blue-ringed 
octopus. 


The text covers the marine life from the algae or seaveeds, through 
anemones, corals, tubeworms, the better known limpets and shellfish to 
the erabs and starfish, all beautifully illustrated and clearly described. 
The booklet covers are blue as the sea, are small and light, so that the 
interested visitor may carry it around the reefs and identify most of 
the life forms that live there. The authors and the printer are to be 
congratulated on this neat and useful guide to the rockpools, and we join 
with them in hoping that it will lead to a greater respect for the wonder- 
ful marine communities that make their homes there, instead of just 
regarding them all as potential fisherman's bait ! 


E.Lyndon. 


The booklet ts avattlable from the Environment Centre, Inverloch and 
from the Club ,tf you ave interested in obtaining a eopy, contact the 
Secretary who wtil arrange for you to have a booklet. Cost 52.00 
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GEOLOGY AD HARIBE LIFE WEAR INVERLOCH. 27/11/82 


In the morning of the November Excursion, lir Rowe explained the 
features of the rocks of the Bunurong cliffs a few kilometres west of 
Inverloch. During the afternoon low tide we examined the multitude of 
marine life forms on the rock platforms under the guidance of Iirs Rowe. 


On the track down to the beach from the car park we observed the 
Otway Daisy-bush Olearia phlogopappa and the Coast Beard-heath, Leuco- 
pogon parviflorus; but after that we did not give a thought to land 
plants for the rest of the day. 


We exzmined the sedimentary rocks in the cliffs.The rocks were 
deposited in layers in a large lake system in a basin which extended 
from the Tasman Sea to the Otways. The plant fossils in the rocks are 
of fresh water and land material and not of sea origin. 

The layers consist of sandstone, mudstone which is of much finer texture, 
and conglomerate which consists of coarse stones embedded in fine mat~ 
erial. These stones probably collected on the floor of the ancient basin 
at places where the water flow in streams and channels was yveduced. 

All these sediments were laid down during the Lower Cretaceous period 
ahout 120 million years ago. This was the time of the dinosaurs - 
isolated bone fragments have been discovered in the conglomerate bands 
from the Bunurong Cliffs to the Otways. 


We then examined the fractures and faults cutting across the layers 
of vock. Fractures are cracks where :*- movement has occured, but where 
movement has displaced the layers on either side of the crack, it is 
then termed a fault. From the change in the angle of the rock layers 
alongside the fault it may be seen that the rocks to the west of the 
fault have been downthrown relative to uplift on the eastern side. 


Mir Rowe used acid to show that calcite has heen concentrated in 
the fracture planes of these rocks. This calcium rich mineral has prob~ 
ably originated from the felspars contained in granite of an even earlier 
period of rock formation. 


iiembers collected examples of fossilized wood, rocks containing 
limonite (an iron compound with a chemical composition sinilar to rust) 
which makes the rocks harder and so less susceptible to erosion, rocks 
containing traces of black coal and others with patterns of fossilized 
plant leaves. 


We examined a dyke where molten basalt had been forced up into a 
fracture in the sandstone. We tried to reach some caves, but the tide 
was too high for us to enter them. The caves have been formed along a 
fault line where erosion has taken place along the line of weakness. 
Ground water seeped down through from above and wave action attacked it 
from sea level. Swallows were flying in and out of the caves, presumaaly 
nesting within. Along the cliff face was a colony of kelp plies ina 
swarm clustered so closely they appeared as a dark stain on the cliff 
face until they were disturbed. 


contd...pp 3 


LATROBE VALLEY WATURALIST (3) ISSUE No 230 FEBRUARY 1983 


GEOLOGY AND WARTNE LIPE WEAR INVERLOCH. contd... 


We spent the afternoon on a rock platform examining the creatures 
living on or among the rocks which are exposed at low tide. Animals and 
seaweeds which have some form of protection from the drying wind, the 
sun and the pounding waves live on exposed surfaces. Many of these are 
inactive when exposed, and some shelter inside shells. The majority of 
animals and plants shelter under ledges, rocks, in sand, in rockpools 
or among seaweed. 


The variety of life we earch was quite amazing and most interest- 


. ing,particularly as Mrs Vowe was able to identify the creatures and exp- 


lain something of their ways of life. Red Voeck Crabs, Hairy Stone Crabs 
andsiall shore Crabs were easily identified. Several types of limpet were 
found :- Slit Limpets, Eight-rayed Limpets,Tall-ribbed Limpets - these 
were either under water or clamped tightly to the exposed rocks. 
By contrast, False Limpets’ which breathe air, were seen grazing on exp- 
osed seaueed-covercd rocks. Two types of chitons or “Coat of Mail Shells" 
created interest as did a huge Elephant Snail. Many empty Ear shells or | 
Abalone shells were found. Several types of barnacles cemented to the’ 
exposed rocks included Honey-comb, Surf and Rosette Barnacles. Of course 
sea stars were found - these included common Sea Stars, Small Green Sea 
Stars and Sea Biscuits. Sea Anemones found included Red Waratah, small 
bright orange and white ones, and a large pinkish-orange one ana grey 
tentacles. A pretty orange sponge about the size and shape of a golf ball 
and cushions of mauve spomge were seen in rock pools. Toad fish out-stared 
us from a small pool and sea ecalabs squirted the intefering hand. 


A number of vorms of various types and sizes were seen : flat worms 
hidden under rocks , bristle worms inside flimsy tubes constructed of 
mucus and little pieces of gravel and sand, and serpulid worms in their 
pigid limey tubes. But the Peanut Worm stole the show! 

It was almost the size and shape of a shelled peanut, but +o. move and 
feed it projects part of its body into a narrow tube longer than the 
length of its body - a trulu fascinating creature. , 


Algae of many colours and shapes added colour to the rocks. 
Under rocks brilliant red sea mosses caught the eye. Sea Hosses are colon- 
ies of microscopic animals and can be red, brown or white. The red colon- 
ies were so thin that they appeared flat on the rock surface, and yet 
each tiny creature has a ring of tentacles which it uses to collect even 
smaller organisms for food. Because of the line skeletons these sea 
mosses are brmttle to touch. hy ie 


These are just a few of. ‘the creatures seen by. us and identified 
by Mes rowe. Irs Rowe and tio colleagues have recent tly compiled and illu- 
strated a booklet for the south Gippsland Conservation Society. 

“Rockpooling around the Bunurong” It is available from the Environment 
Centre, 12 A'Beckett St.Inverloch at a cost of $2. 00 per copy. 
All the creatures mentioned above and many others are described in the 
booklet. 
Bon Thompson. 


LATROBE VALLEY NATURALIST (4) ISSUE ilo 230 FEBRUARY 1983 © 
Erte it i ais ana Tl ay ice te eS a Be ON ES 
All UNUSUAL FIiID. 


When about to enter my drive-way at about 11 30 am on 15th January 
I saw what I first thought to be a White-faced Heron that visits my pool 
from time to time.I found it was not the Heron but a mottled brown bird. 


It was crossing the road with long, fairly slow steps, with its 
head moving as though it repeatedly extended its neck and then allowed 
itself to catch up to it - a leisurely movement, as was its walk. 


Although I had never seen a Bittern, it suddenly occured to me 
that this was one. I stopped the car and watched it enter my long-grassed 
road-side enclosure, which is mottled with dry dock heads and tufts of 
darkly-dry grass.The bird wandered through the grass comings directly 
towards me. Each time it paused,the hesd was raised to a more or less 
vertical position - almost looking like another dry dock, as the head 
and besk were ,I think, somewhat darker than the rest of it. 


I watched it for nearly half an hour, losing sight of it and then 
suddenly locating its upward extended head ... until its camouflage 
won the day. : ' 

Perhaps an hour later, I caught sight of a very large brown bird 
flying towards my neighbour's almest reed-buried dam (almost dry) over 
the hill, but it disappeared behind a widespread Red Gum and was gone 
when I sought to follow its flight. Was it a Bittern ?. lly dam lacks 
reed habitat for such a large bird. _ 

: Honor Crane. 


Sac a nL a ena 


BIRDIWG ALOUG THE SHOWY RIVER. 


Birds of about 60 species though most were few in numbers. 

Rainbow Birds, several pairs very close to camp, cleaning out tunnels, 
feeding and courtship feeding, followed by copulation. 

A pair of painted quail right in camp several times, feeding on or 
around the prickly plant specimen enclosed. There was little if any- 
thing else growing right there on otherwise bare sand. Their tracks were 
all around the scattered plants. We saw the female quail puff yup as she 
called “oom-oom-oom" sounding extremely like bronze-wing pigeons; forest 
species of which were also near camp, (three at a time). Ifarie heard the 
quail calling during the night also. 

I saw a pair of rvufous-tailed(horsfield)bronze cuckoos feeding 
from the same plamt as the quail, but couldn't see any insects or larvae. 
Probably didn't look hard enough ! 

Only 3 honeyeaters were present. Fuscous most numerous, yellow-tuf- 
tednext, and a few only yellow-faced. 

One pair hooded robins on one side of our camp - very secretive- 
and another pair with one flying young one at the nearest gully. 

Grey fantails scarce, only one pair on each side of camp; about 1 kn. 
each way. Both had nests. 


Joy Johnstone. : 
from a letter to livss Galbratth. 


eer nee LN LC 
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LUE STORKS DISAPPEARED. 


In the year 1938 I made an 8 mm. movie about the life of the storks 
in Holland. The storks arrive in March- April (spring) and disappear in 
August. MOst of them travel via the Bosporus east of the Mediterranian 
,others via Spain and Gibraltar. All direction east and south Africa. 
Many storks come year after year to the same places to build their nests. 


Before arrival I had built an observation post, high on a mast 
near a nest, not far from our hometown Leewarden, the capital of Fries- 
land, one of the most northern provinces of Holland. 

In the province of Friesland there were 39 occupied nests of storks in 
1931. This amount increased to 58 in 1939, then fell back to 21 nests in 
1941 and gradually less storks came to build nests. The last nest was 
built in 1972 and there have been no more stork families since. 

We are not sure of the cause for their disappearance, but pollution has 
a lot to do with it. In Prussia in Germany, and also in Denmark there 
are plenty of storks. 


After long thoughts I decided to send my stork movie back to Fries- 
land and it was gladly accepted there. It is now of historical value and 
is in the Friesian iiuseum of Natural History. 


A letter from the ifuseum tells me the latest news about the storks. 
In our province they started two "Stork-farms" . There they rear storks 
from imported egss and release the birds in the hope that they will come 
back next year and start a family. In that way they try to reintroduce 
the storks into Holland. 


Bart Sterkenburg, 


These words were votced in 1898 by John ilutr, naturalist , con- 
servattontst and ptoncer spokesman for the Wattonal Parks of America 
we all-enjoy today. st 

" Thousands of tired, nerve-shaken, over-ctvilized people are 

beginning to find out that going to the mountains ts going 

home; that wilderness ts a necessity and that mountain parks 
and reservations are useful not only as fountatus of timber 
and trrtgating rivers but as fountains of life ". 
I wonder what John Hutr vould think about today ? 
Peg Wall sent this tnformatton. 
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REPORT OF COMMMITTER MEETING HELD JANUARY 19th 1983. 


Discussion re Baw Baw Campout re the weather, fire danger etc... 
Decided to discuss further at general meeting. Some members had decided 
not to go because of hot weather, but it was felt there were still suff- 
icient interested to continue with arrangements. 


Subscriptions to be paid to L.V.Forum, F.N.C.V., F.N.C.A.. 


V.N.P.A. advised re the campout and meeting at Piangil(Macropus Park) 
on March 12th Labour weekend. March 12, 13 ,14%.Programme available from 
Secretary. - 
Macropus Park is situated 18 Km South West of Kerang, Cabins,Camping or 
on site vans available. 


CORRESPONDENCE . ©.C.V.Council Meeting Agenda, Safari Tours Information. 
N.E Newsletter (Tas) N.T.Naturalist, Geelong Naturalist, Clematis, 
Victorian Naturalist. Booklet “Rook Pooling around the Bunurong". 


Advised that meeting room has been booked for 1983. 


CLUB RECORDS. All minutes and correspondence have been sorted out and 

indexed by lfrs thompson. The pile of books is now much smaller since the 
irrelevant material has been discarded. We feel it is important to keep 

the Club records for future reference. 


CONSERVATION CO-ORDINATOR 


Letter to Miss Callister re Morwell National Park. 

Replies from iiinistry of conservation re correspondence. 

Concern re clear felling of pines near area of Pterostylis fischii which 
is a rare orchid. The area is onprivate property. negotiations to 
preserve the area have commenced. 


Supper roster February 25th Peg Wall Pearl Reeves . 


Next Committee Meeting will be held on Wednesday February 23rd at the 
home of Mrs Peterson. 14 Barry St. Morwell at 7.30 pm. 


Excursion February 26th. Mr McCubbin is unable to attend excursion which 
should have been related to the talk. Decided that we visit Thomson Dam 
area. We are to meet at Rawson INformation Centre at 10.00 am. 


Information received re R.A.0.U. Courses at Rotamah Island. 
Introductory Field Ornithology David Baker-Gabb and Kate Fitzherbert. 
Dates 18-21 March 1983. Cost $70.00. 


What Bird is yours -migrant, nomad or stay-at-home ? 


eader Pauline Reilly. = pri ° os : : 
For information re courses contact Rotamah Island Observatory P.0.Box 75 


Paynesville, Vic. 3880. Tel. (051) 566 398 


eer nen an nn aENSnEEnenenneneemennemmmnnd 
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TiDEX FOR LATROBE VALLEY FIELD WATURALIST 1982 los. 217-228 
BIRDS. 
Bird Note -King Parrots J.Galpraith 227 ov 
Birds of the Coast-Taltk Dr.H.Brown 26/2/82 P.Tatl 220 Apr 
A Kimberley Safart “Soa J.Purbrick 218 Feb 
The Patnted Quail B.fhompson 226 Oct 
Penguins ofAntarettea 

Patk - Dr iyfanwuy Beadnuall 28/5/82 dJ.att 224 Aug 
A Sad Happentng t2 Bulga Park B.Doytle 226 Oct 
Silvereye WIgratton EL. Lyndon 217 Jan 
A Sptnebill changes colour J.Galbratth 224 Aug 
A Week at Rotomah Istand Bird Observatory E. Brewster 222 June 
BOTAIY 
Cape York Walkabout A.Horton 220 Apr 
A Curtous form of Eucalyptus kitsontana E.Lyndon 223 July - 
Diteback in farm trees -talk Dr Carrol22/10/82B.Sterkenburg 228 Dec. 
Lim TreeDtseases 'B.Sterkenburg 228 Dec 
Ferns,lMosses and Liverworts 

 Paltk B.Thompson 23/7/82 if. Austin 226 Oet 

Fun with Fungt Tatk- E.Lyndon 27/8/82 P.Smethurst 226 Oct 
lit Oberon WlWatk H.Smtth 228 Dee 
Neat Tricks of Hative Plants 

Talk J.Caltder 24/9/82 B.Thompson 227 Nov 
A lew Witdflovuer Place H.Gatbratth 226 Oct 
ote from Wetpa A.ilorton 221 ilay 
POllination studies of Eucalypts 

Talk Dr A.R.Grtffin 26/5/82 P. Smethurst 221 fay 
Weeds and Witdflowers Tatk i:R.Frtcke27/11/81 J.ilerson 217 Jan 
Year of the Tree » Peterson 222 dJuie 
EUTOMOLOGY 
ature ilote -Sttek Insects a. Lyndon D2 Ut Cia 
Sonething about Spiders E.Lyndon 220 Apr 
EXCURSIONS 
Anderson's Inlet and Invertoch area 

Led E.Breuster (27/2/82 <dJ.Brown 220 Apr 
Bulga Park Led i.Doyte 24/7/82 J.lerson 226 Oct 
The Changing environment -Loy Yang 

Traralgon South Area Led @,. Thompson I.Peterson 225 Sept 
Darlimurta Led Ellen Lyndon 28/8/82 I.Peterson 227 Hov 
January Campout J.Gatbratth 220 Apr 
January Campout B. Thompson 219 Mar 
Labertouche Led J.and N.Brooks 28/11/81 I.peterson 217 dan 
A Morning Walk -Morwell at. Park J. Luhcke 218 Feb 
ltullundung Led O.and B.fhompson 23/10/82 L.Padfield 228 Dee 
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THDEX FOR LATROBE VALLEY HATURALIS?T 1982 ~ifos 217-228 
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EXCURSIONS contd... % 

Varracai Distrtet Led Dr Griffin 27/3/82 L.Adans 221 Hay 
Newry, Lake Guthridge,lloley tlt 

: Led 0.Tkompson 29/5/82 J.Galbratith 224 Aug 


October Excurston to the Heathtlands 
24/10/81 J.Galtbratth 217 Jan 
Wilson's Pronontory 


Led P.furner 24/4/82 I.Peterson 223 July 
ENERAL . 
Beauty Unsurpassed P.Vatt 226 Oct 
Creeks of Labertouche area I.Peterson 218 Feb 
Environnent of the Latrobe Valley 

talk I.Gtbson 25/6/82 B.Adams 224 Aug 
Friends of the Coastat Park C.Lester © 228 Dec 
Members flight January 22nd : L.Padfield 219 ifar 
iioruell WAtional Park A Regtonat Park? B.Thompson 223 dUly 
President's Report Jatt 220 Apr 
Warragul field Haturalists Club 219 Har 
Vilson’s Promontory Talk P.Thomas 23/4/82 P.Reeves 225 July 
GHOLOGY 
Geology at Wilson's Promontory B.fhompson 228 Dec 
OBITUARY 
Don Lyndon : 221 Hay 
REPTILES 


Snake Story ii, Hunley 228 Dic 
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THE DAY BAV WeeKeUD. 
( One Wonan's View.) 


The first party arrived at Bunerong Lodge on friday afternoon to 
find the mountain vegetation bright green and fresh, starred with flow- 
ers, a complete contrast to the sunburnt plains we had left below. 

Up here it was still spring. 


The ski lodge was cool and restful, the lounge carpeted in moss 
green with brown furnishings; the kitchen spacious and convenient, and, 
to cap it all, a balcony among the treetops overlooking the creek valley. 
Eric was automatically appointed head of the house, a post he filled 
with great competence, and in all domestic crises it was "Where's Eric", 
"Quick! Get Eric’, and he always sorted out our problems. 

27 people turned up and all got a bed each. 


The Club botanists being mostly absent this year, interests seemed 
move diverse. Birds, frogs, butterflies, march flies and mosquitoes, as 
well as orchids and flowers, all came in for serutiny and comment , some 
more than others! We renewed aquaintance with Geelong members in Baw Baw 
Lodge and some of us followed their trapper, Betty, on her rounds 
It wild be remembered that this Club, ona previous visit, ca :ptured eens 
beater's Possum, a feat that, for a while, none of us would believe. 

They didn't trap it, either. Someone shinned up a snow gum and brought 

it down in his shirt ! This time the ten small traps yielded an Antech- 
inus, of marsupial mouse, the first night. A. stuartii I think. We all had — 
a good look at it as it tried to sink its tiny. teeth into the hand that | 
held it. ext night the catch was one bush rat, a robust fellow that | 
nobody offered to hold. 


On Sunday morning an F.C.V.officer came to lead the main walk and 
thenajority followed him cy2r hill and dale, doing a round tour of the 
mountain.Others followed their own inclinations to rest or laze or do 
shorter walks. Oi each evening certain of us trudged up to the lookout’ 
to watch the sun set over the misty plains. It assumed the oddest shaves 
as it sank below the rim of the earth and we saw clearly that it was ref~ 
lecting off a large body of water. This led to lively arguments as to 
whether we were Looking at WEsternport, Port Phillip or Bass Strait. 

With each succeeding evening the watchers grew in number and so did the 

arguments, until the wonder of the golden after glow silenced everyone. 

As darkness deepened after the long twilight clusters of diamonds gre in 

brightness along the main line, a truly memorable experience to see it 

all unfold. from our mountain top. in the early mornings, for those who 

~Yose to see, Latrobe Valley was blotted out by a level blanket of white 
cloud, a few humps denoting buried towers and chimneys. 


For my part, I felt it was one of the most enjoyable weekends we've had 
food weather, good company and pleasant surrounds. 
Our sincere thanks to Erie and to June too, who spared no eéfort to make 

8 comfortable. I'm sure we all wished we could stay the week. 
For those who would like detailed lists of the Baw Baw flora many accounts 
have been published in our Club journal over the years. 
Perhaps we could FERMI one. 
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“UEUBERS WIGHT JANUARY 1983. 


Members night is always an enjoyable evening when members show slides 
of interest. ; : 


We started the evening with lir Wall's slides taken while on safari 
*o the Kakadu National Park. The aboriginal paintings were of kangaroos 
snakes, turtles, spirit men and xray paintings. Sometimes paintings 
were on top of another. These paintings were painted with red, yellow 
and orange ochres on sandstone overhangs and were well preserved as they 
were considered to be about 20,000years old. As well as their beauty: ; 
and their spiritual and cultural significance the paintings provide a 
valuable record of the environment of the past. 


_..,- Miss Galbraith's slides of Tasmania were very topical in view of 
<he proposed Franklin River Dan. Slides of the rainforest showed the 
damp beech forest, with its subdued light, and the trunks of the trees 
covered in moss and the ground a carpet of mosses and ferns. 
lion Pines Daerydium franklinii, such a feature of this rainforest 
grow only in Tasmania and take anything from 500-1000years to mature.: 
An unusuai plant of the highlands is the Pandani Richea pandanifolia 
although resembling a tropical palm is in reality a heath and grows to 
a height of 4-9 metres. Another plant endemic to Tasmania is the climbing 
heath Prionotes cerinthoides, this beautiful red heath grows in the sub- 
alpine-rainforest. The-Tasmenian—twaratah—feiopes truncata -was ‘lovely, as 


was a clematis, not climbing as our own does, but a small bush. 


Barry Traillts slides were taken while in the South West Tasmania 
with a University research group. The slide of the group, fully packed 
walking through the wet mountains showed the walk was only for the very 
fit person. Walking through the windswept heathlands where the button 
grass was the predominant plant was comparatively easy , but there were 
small streamlets and boggy areas. The well forested Precipitous Bluff 
is in danger due to applications to.mine the high grade limestone on’ 
and around the area. Sunsets over several lagoons were breathtaking. 
Barry mentioned that although wildlife vas not apparent in the south ‘est 
the area supports a surprising number, particularly the sneller mannala, 
some of these were caught and studied. A slide of the broad--toothed rat 
was a good one. However it was felt that many more plants and animals 
would be discovered with further research into the whole area. . - 


lip and ites Thompson's slides were taken on various excursions and 
members were reminded of:- . Bits 
The scarlet sundew Drosera glanduligera_ on our September excursion to 
iloley Plains. ~ sees ; af. git 
The nagnificent red gum Euc. cypellocarpa on lary Austin's uncle's farm. 
T30 slides of the clematis C.microphylla, one of the flower and one of 
the seed which is such a feature of this plant. Tora ‘ 
The big Applebox Euc.bridgesiana on the Stradbroke Gormandale road which 
has been placed on the repister of significant trees. This tree 1s in 
canger due to plans to re-align the road. : 


-_contd..pp 3 


ect apsts no teaming: i Seahawk nes eaten SonnesntiniahearnAN ant Shemmaeee eters tS nape i A at _ Dinet ee 


: 
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HEUBERS NIGHT contd... 


lip and iirs Thompson's slides contd... 

The most southerly mangrove in the world taken at lfiller'’d@ Landing at 
Wilson's Promontory, but from Tongue Point was a lovely slide taken of 
the beautiful offshore islands. 

Spleenworts, Ferns and Fungi of Bulga PArk were well remembered. 

We were reminded of the wide variety of birds seen at Mr and lirs Brumby's 
property. Finally who could forget those beutiful vivid red trigger 
plants Stylidium graminifolium at iit Tamboritha. 

Me Ringin's slides of the twin eucalypts near Alice Springs were 
interesting. One slide showed the two trees side by side and another 
taken side on so they looked as one tree, they well earned the name of 
twin trees. Devils liarbles are a collection of large granite boulders 
and were photographed taking advantage of the early morning light. 

The slides of a Barn Owl, tawny frogmouth and the bower bird's bower 
were interesting. A field of sunflowers BIOUENe in the Ord River area 
showed the scheme was operating well. 


lip Sterkenburg's slides were taken in the snow at itt. Kosciusko 
and Mt Daw Baw National Paxks. The snow covered snow gums were partic- 
ularly beuatiful At one of our campouts at Baw Baw, Ilr Sterkenburs Was 
very keen to photograph the Baw Baw frog so photographed all frogs in 
sight, about 20 in all, but none were the right one. However we saw | 
several frogs taken at that time and we all remembered the fun and happ- 
iness of that Bee Cea campout. 
Slides of the Flinders Ranges, Wilpena Pound, Parachilna gorge, the blue 
of Salvation Jane and the red Sturt Desert Pea were good. 


An emusing slide of Bart standing “in the middle of nowhere" holding a 


stumpy-tailed lizard by its tail with the commentany that it was 
‘Sterkenburg in the wild" made us all laugh. 

The evening concluded with slides of the tulips of Holland Thes e flowers 
are grown mostly for the bulbs and the beautiful heads of the flowers 
are just cut off. No bought fertilizers are used, only the heads of the 
cut flowers and silt dredged from the canals are used. Windmills are 
extensively used to pump water from the canals to water these plants. 
The evening was very informal and members enjoyed being together again 


after the Christmas break. 


_ Phe other day whilst wateriny the garden utth a hand held hose 
I noticed a bird in the distanee, whtch cane slowly eloser to the source 
of the spray of water. It wasn't tong before the Blackbird was under the 
Spray, stretchtiy his glossy black wtigs, and holdtm back his head, 
opening hts beak for the water to trickle down his throat. 
Llinust have stood for about 5minutes before he had fintshed his ablut- 
tous. I think it was the first tine I've ever given a Blackbird a 

Shovuer . met | 


Pey tall. 
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LETTER FROM BEECHVORTI. 


Friday, although I was so busy, snatched a few hours 8.30am-12.30pm 
to drive with Fran to see the Fringe-lilies. There were very few Fringe- 
lilies but the Finger Flower was just at its best, so much of it on all 
tracks we were thrilled. It is a beautiful rich colour. Coming home we 
turned where the four roads meet and instead of driving around the rock 
drove out to the road throush different country. Hundreds of Blue Pin-~ 
cushions and some red Grevillea still out. I saw a green grassy place. 
and walked down there and found all sorts of treasure. A big patch of - 
‘the biggest and tallest I've ever seen of Fairies Aprons and in the 
centre of the thickest patch some pure white ones! "White Aprons" how 
appropriate. There were lots of the later Chocolate flower D.fimbriatus 
with larger pinker flowers in fact only habit of growth assured me 1t 
Meso 't a Fringe Lily. Then there were Billy Buttons and a large patch, 
Pale Vanilla Lillies so tall and spreading they were like a. preneeei 
eae ,» thousands © together . and mostly the first flower just out. 
Also the Yellow Rush Lily and goodenia and a huge patch of Dianella: rev= 
oluta in a dryer spot under the bis Red Gums. Then the birds ! 
Brown Tree Creepers were the most conspicuous and I saw their nesting 
hollow and a young one learning to fly. The thrushes were singing and 
White-plumed Honeyeaters ,Orioles, Dusky Woodswallows embroidering the 
bare limbs of the tallest trees, Eastern Rosellas, Cuckoo's trilling 
and, once a little Lorikeet darted past with a high sereech. I brought 
Francie, who was sitting patiently near the car having returned fron 
her ex -plore before. me, down to the place and she was as entranced as I 
was and walking back we noticed of Silver-leaf Stringies! Euc_ cinerea. 
I was looking up at the trees when'a loud whirr at my feet made me jump, 
it was a Quail and there was the nest with four spotted eg¢s! 


Wo 


Hay Gatbratth. 
fron a letter to Jean Galbratth. 


$$ 
yeu Won't Go? SPUTG ANVJORE ? 
T wrote an article about the Storks in Holland. This eee T have 


some interesting news from that country, especially for beekeepers..- 

Can ou imagine the map of Holland with a string of islands in the North. 
The Sneseae on the left, the smallest, called Schiermounckoog , on the 

pight. “On this small island they developed " a new strain of stingless 

bees". All the bees on the island are now stingless and they are not 
spoiled by the drones of the mainland. The distance is too far for the 
drones. 

This so. called “bee farm” is owned by a group of enthusiastic apia- 
pists. Several hives of stingless bees are now transported to the main- 
land and a-sort of “beach: head" is formed there. Of course the mainland 
drones are infiltrating the stingless families and destroying part of 
the new race } But the “bee-farmers are pouring new fresh material into 
tne beaeh head in the hope of winning the battle of the stingless bees. 


it hope they win - I don't like beestings! 
Bart Sterkenbuy » 
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ABOUT ATS. 


One of our local sanctuaries is an old gravel reserve that was 
never used as such. It carries a messmate peppermint association with 
an understory of teatrees, Leptospermum llicoides and L.juniperinun, 
in clumps, with a little Swamp Paperbark, Melaleuca ericifolia. 
Bracken fern has increased considerably since the apea was renced from 
stock. Drifts of the Nodding greenhood, Pterostylis nutans, spring every 
where. There are occasional patches of Common Bard Crchids, Chilloslo- 
ttis sunnii , and lots of common Ileath. 


IT am adding plants typical of such associations which have been 
lest there. In most places the spade bounces right back off the hard- 
pan about 10 em, down, and its a case of feeling around for softer spots 


to sive a shrub a reasonable chance of surviving the first summer. 


-) Certain areas of the reserve are infested by ants that live in 
extensive colonies. They sometimes throw up circular sand palisades 
around each underground entrance, quite noticeable rings, even among 
crass. It is a pleasure to feel the spade slide deeply down through the 
ant-cultivated soil. It is deep, so that a. spades depth never turns out 
any ants or traces of same. In fact it was quite a job to locate a few 
of the inmates for identification purposes. The ants do not intefere in 
ony way with small plants or shrubs. 


I am indebted to the entomologist at the National Museum for the 
djctermination of Athanosaster longiceps nystalomyrma, and he agrees 
ith me that, from the point of view of soil aeration these ants could 
“ec called soil improvers. They seem to live only in unbroken scrubland 
and the adjacent similar roadsides. It is rising land and very dry for 
mest of the year. 


GlLen Lyndon. 


Can. anyinenber provide matertal to fill spaces ttke thts? 
eC 


Theve must be sone interestim happentigs during your travels, 
Or sore nature observattons near hae. 
ty 


a 


1e editor vill be pleased to vecetve your notes. 


oe 


Don't fowet the Annual ileetimg March 25th. And the electton of: Of sftce 
bearers. Thts is an taportant part of the Club. Please give sertous 
constderatton to naninattm saneone for one of the vacant offices. 

Tie Club eannot funetton satisfactorily witout Offiee bearers. 


Subsertipttons will also be due at this:neceti. Details on back pame. 
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REPORT OF COlMlMITTELR UEETIIUG ULLD FEBRUARY 25rd. 


Excursion February 26th. In view of the fire danger in the area it was 
decided to cancell the excursion until a later date. We can arrange with 
the ii.ii.B.W. to visit the Thomson Dam at a more suitable time. 

Advised that the details 

Advised that the details published re the Traralgon F.N.C. are incorrect. 
No details are forthcoming from this Club so we cannot be blamed for 

the error. 


The scheduled speaker for March cannot ettend. The Secretary will try 
to replace him 


ANNUAL MEETING. March 25th. 

The election of office bearers will be to elect President 2 years 
Vice President No 1 (1 year) Treasurer 2 years. 

Publicity Officer 2 years Assistant Secretary 2 years. 
All members urged to give serious consideration to these elections. 
The Club cannot function without office bearers. Please give thought 
to nominating someone to fill the above vacancies. Nomination forms 
included in this Naturalist. 


Subseriptions will be due at the annual Meeting. 


Haturalist goss. This matter to be reviewed every 6 months. 
Decided that we had obtained paper at a ESOS GRINS cost , we could 
defer any neeeaee for 1 Ene time being. 


Correspondence. ; 
Tasmanian (Wilderness Seater re rally Feb 26th. and posters 
A.C.F.pamphlets. CLC posters. 


A.C.F. Gordon below Franklin literature. 

People for Nuclear Disarmament Rally to be held Harch 27th in the 
Treasury Gardens Melbourne at 1.00 pm. 

WETA (NZ) N.E.Naturalist (Tas) N.T.F.N.C.Newsletter. 

SGAP Maroondah Group ilewsletter. ECOS. 

CONSERVATION CO-ORDINATOR. 

Register of Significent Trees. Correspondence with rosedale Ihire re 
tree on Apple | Box Corner". The tree is in danger due to road alignment. 
V.N.P.A. correspondence re National Parks clas sifications. | 


Supper Roster MHarch 25th. ites HUxley  iirs Merson. 


The next Committee meeting will be held at the home of Mr and Mrs BEDE 
122a Helen Street Morwell on Wednesday liarch 23rd at 7.30 pm. 
Any interested members are welcome at these meetings. 


ee eminem ne eee 


We have heard that ifr and Mrs Sterkenburg celebrated their Golden 
Wedding Anniversary on March 19th. Congratulations to you both from 
your friends of L.V.F.N.C. 


ER 
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SUPPLENEUL TO LATROBE VALLEY WJATURALIST 

a 


pees VALLEY FIELD JATURALIST CLUB. 


Tie Club thanks you for your support and tooks forward to your 
conttiled menbershtp for 1985 - 1984 
Subsertptions to 31st arch 1984 become due on 31st iarch 1983. 


Herevtth remittance for Aniual Subsertptton .....scccescceccceres 


BATURALIST OvLY 86.00 PATIILY «$8.00 
SINGLE MeuDER $7.00 
ARE 


SFOS 95 0 OOO SC: COLOORE OTST SOO OTOSO O60) O76. Oe Ha Oye! 6 ef bNONG) 61674 616) @ 6700! a, 016d 810) @ 00 ae 6. 6's 6 6. of 


ADD RIES 5 Hvsesy oie. «0 io oo eee a OORT NE Oe NT Ore Ty FERN PA ER on en 
ne@oaereeoeeesevre ore ree eco eo meme HnGOeoroF2HC eo OCHS EC LTL0LEO COD OOOO 

A an 

BOSIG OD Eisaegte ropete testers a tate eae ee 


Please forvard your subscription to 
The Treasurer L.V.F.1.C. 
P.0.Box 169 
NEWBOROUGH 8825. 


If you are already financial for 1983 ~ 1984 
please disregard this notice. 


earn eee cere eee ee 


LATROBE VALLEY FIELD iJATURALIST CLUB 
HOUZUATIOW FOR FOR OFFICE. 


I wtsh to nomtnate oeoveaeoonaere eae Hee eestor eee SF oOK8B BFC OOO HM HOB HF eo Hoag Ce Oe 


of SE dERebeasoiidesbat ashe) oTelclsi so. vielelle tls iets, eyarese se, siatelele «shsselsseisisiaienjO2” the postttion 


ARGH. S te HO SOO eco AOS Oty eee eS rt eee else tits Club. 


TL ODO SCL: masstummantersiereioioespeteter cess icire 


ct aflay 
WOCOMCCIiustecsnehet steels celstetateie oicietate te 


Lf hereby agree to BIDE nontnatton for the above office 


ovooveov oe 0798208 89 828 © 628 28 6 6 wo 


Phese nomination forms to be in the hands of the Secretary before 
the Committee ieetitng March 23rd 1983. 
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Details of contributing clubs are as follows. 


CLUB 


LATROBE VALLEY F.N.C. 


SALE F.W.C. 


TRARALGOW F.i.C. 


VARRAGUL F.WN.C. 


BAIRISDALE F.i.C. 


SUBSCRIPTIONS. 


HOW. SECRETARY 
lirs I.Peterson 
14 Barry Street, 
Horwetl 3840 
‘phone 342129 


lip tiaelean 
P.0.BO0¢ 302 
SALE 8850 
“phone 458238 


lir K.Wetgold 
7 Graham Cres. 
TRARALGON $844 


ifr J.Brooks 

3 Hobelt Street 
WARRAGUL 3820 
“phone 281563 


lir H.V.Barton 


13 Turnbull Street 
BAIRUSDALE 3875 
5623792 


“phone 


SEs ae 
Due ilareh Ist, payable to Hon Treasurer 


NATURALIST $6.00 


FAMILY $8.00 


MEETIUGS. 

7.30pm. on 4th Friday 
each month, at 
Régtonal Education 
Centre, Kirk St. i0r 


8.00pm on Ist Friday 
each nonth, Room 13 
Conttnuing Educatton 
Centre, Raymond Street 
SALE. 


8.00pm. on 1st Friday 
each month, at L.V. 
Eduvatton Building 
TRARALGOH 

Kosetusko St. Schoot. 


8.00pm. on 3rd Friday 
each month. Publte 
Library, WARRAGUL 


8.00pm.on 3rd Friday 
eaeh month . 
Gatlin AGS Catal 
BAIRUSDALE. 


lirs A. STevart 
P.O.Boz 169 
NEVBOROUGH 3828. 


SZHYGLE MEMBERS $7.00 


LATROBE VALLEY WATURALIST Is the offtetal publteatton of the 
Latrobe Vatley Field Haturalist Club. 
Contributions on any aspect of Ilatural History are invtted from 
WEMUBERS OF ALL CLUBS and should be addressed to 


Hon Edttor. 


lips L.Padfteld 
99 Chamberlain Road. 
HEUTBOROUGH $828. 
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eee EVLUTS. 


WARRAGUL F.W.C. ease 3 
Neg + ee ee mene April 15th 
os  Ftitustrated Tatk by J. @ll. Brooks 
Car .arvon Gorge and Chillig oe eaues 
Fee gee : Hattonal Park Qld. 
Excursion: — eee Contact pecrenaay oe detailes 


ee Laon re 


* - eggs ms : % 5 = Sores ES ete Catder Miéstletoe! es 
Exeursion: = = Saturday April 2gnd.to Baola apee 
_ Heeting Place: ee ES at 10. 00 am 
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TALK BY CHARLES lMeCUBBTIi. 25/2/83 


iin Charles iieCubbin guest speaker at the Latrobe Valley Field Mat- 
uralists Club stated that ..« purpose of his talk was to show thow the 
distribution: of plants and insects in Australia can equate beautifully 
with the theory of Continental ‘drift, which until 10 or 15 years afo was 
hotly disputed by many geologists, but it is now fairly widely accepted. 


liv MeCubbin explained how the earth was once a single land mass 
which divided into two Continents ~ north and south. The south splitting 
up into the continents that we know today;Antaretica, South America, . 
Africa, Australia and India. India finally attached itself to the north 
Continent which is now Asia. He became interested in the drift theory 
and after going on three expeditions into South -west Tasmania for the 
National Museum in the 1960's long before the Hydro schemes were mooted. 
te stated that the expedition personnel were the first people to look 
at the invertebrates in. this region. Not many people think of Australia 
as recently glaciated but in south-west Tasmania in some of the mountain 
vanges there are still signs of being glaciated as recent as 10,000 years 
ago. If you stand on top of lit Hayes in the Western authur Ranges you 
can look at a landscape more akin to Switzerland than Australia. 
the valleys are characterised by long glacial moraines going out in ranks 

“com the ridge of the mountains. The climate is so severe, eee governed 
by the Roaring Forties, that. any plant life is miniaturised, and grows 
in the shelter of rocks, or lies close to the ground. 
The remarkable part ofSouth West Tasmania, once you came down from 3-or 
4,000 ft (900 -1200 metres) you gO. into a world of primeval forests, aon- 
sisting of Beech trees and. pine covered in epiphytes. Mount. Bowes is get- 
ting near the division of 120 and 60 inch rainfall, and this.is where the 
Eucalypts which characterise the mainland forest are seen, while the 
| 
| 
| 


—_———— 


Beech and Pine trees characterise the much older forest of South West. Tas- 
mania. Temperature as much as anything controls the size: of insects and 
asinsects breathe by saseaus diffusion, it is the rate that these gases 
diffuse and slow down when the tenzerature drops that limits the size of 
the insect in colder climates. Except where insects generate their own 
heat, which some of them do. That is why you get larger insects in the © 
tropics. The inter--dependence and symbiotic relati ionship of feeding ,liv- 
ing, mating, breeding habits plus camouflage and climate was given in © 
great detail in insects, butterflies, and dragonflies, these being the 
oldest living insect on the fossil record. 


Vast areas of Australia are arid, once covered with stunted trees, 

saltbush or spinifex. Land clearance and overgrazing , which have been ' 
going on for over a century, are inexorably turning much of it into ano.~. 
ther Arabian desert. Richest of all our environments is the tropical 
environment, from the ridge leading up to the Lamington. Plateau a.world-. | 
of many vines and incredible variety of plants and insects. 

Over the years man has through necessity to exist, greed, and ignorance 

of the type of country contributed to the destroying of the natural env- 
ivonment, which is necessary to the balance of nature. | 

Vith modern technology the rate of destruction has accelerated, the future 
is grim indeed if we do not learn from our mistakes. 
This talk was artistically illustrated by poetry and slides. 


. SES 4 ! 
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AHUUAL MEETING VICTORIA FIELD NATURALISTS CLUB ASSOCIATION. 
In the company of Mr Ken McDonald I travelled to Kerang to the Annual 
meeting of the Victorian Field Naturalists Clubs Association. 
The venue was the Kerang Environmental Study Centre which has been deve- 
loped on the farm named Macropus Park Host Farm, and our hosts were 
Maureen and George Hardwick(ex Fisheries and Wildlife). This farm is a 
200 hectares mixed irrigation property which adjoins the Appin state 


Forest and Appin Recreation Reserve and also has approximately 4 hectares 


frontage to the Loddon River. Macropus Bark consists of 5 soil types 
which occur throughout the Kerang district i.e. Wandella Clay, unclass- 
ified sandhill, ifacorna Clay, Kerang Clay, and Tregowin clay. 
Flood irrigation is supplied and the objects of the Environmental Study 
Centre is to demonstrate by precept and example. 
1.The value of farming in conjunction with the natural environment. 
2.Draw attention to the devastating salinity and environmental problens 
within the study area. EBAL , 
3.To establish a native tree nursery and to provide educational facilit- 
ies for students and the general public. ; 
High water tables coupled with poor drainage of used irrigation water 
have aggravated the salinity problem causing the loss of large areas of 
natural timber and wildlife habitat. Natural swamps and shallow depress- 
ions which were once waterways have been drained, cleared, levelled and 
cultivated. It was these areas which coupled with the larger swamps, 
lakes and marshes that produced a habitat where water fowl and wildlife 
abounded and thousands of acres have been affected by salinity. ; 
Cn Saturday we first visited ifurphy's Swamp which was made by the wind 
and water from the south west blowing the soil and forming a lunette 
and from there we visited the three reedy lakes which are part of the 
irrigation scheme. On one side of the road we had a fresh water lake, 


Lake Racecourse and the other side was a salt water lake, with just the 
road dividing the two. 

We then visited Kangaroo Lake which is ii:rigation fed from the Murray 
(this is getting saline). Lake Kelly is a natural salt lake, and salt 
has bean harvested since the early 1930's but the Water Commission canc- 
elled the licences of Lake Kelly and Lake William in the early 1970's 
and now uses them for saline water disposed from Lake Tutchewop. 


On Sunday we visited a charcoal burner named John Ouinn at Horseshoe 
Lagoon who burns old dried swamp gum, cight tons at a time which makes 
one ton of charcoal. When the kilns are filled they are lit and left 
open for 12 hours to burn, then sealed completely airtight for 24 hours 
to complete the process. The charcoal is then sereened and sent to steel 
works andother uses. liigrants in the early days were given the job by 

_ the Forest Commission of cutting the timber for firewood for Melbourne, 
| but with the introduction of gas, the timber was never collected, and 

it is this timber which is now being processed. 


Kangaroo Lake besides being a recreation area is being used for irrig- 
ation of vineyards and orange groves, but it is unfortunately becoming 
saline and is of great concern in the area. 


COR ops 
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ANNUAL MEETING VICTORIAN FIELD NATURALISTS CLUB ASSOCIATION. 


5 contd.. 

The onane Lakes area is classed as the best waterfowl area in theworld. 
In the evenings, slides on the local bird habitat were shown by the 
Camera Club and Field Naturalist group. 

An interesting weekend was enjoyed by both of us. 


Sti Vattl. 


CORRECTIONS 
fhe following ts a list of errors noted in the Vaturaltst by iirs Thon p- 
son. Decenber 1982 Page 1."Geolay at Wilson's PEO OR OEY Row 11 
should read Tourmaline not Fornaltine. 


February 1983 Index. "ie ourston: to Wilson's Pranontory" 
should read Led by Peter Thanas not Peter Turner. 


December 1982 Page 2. 26th row should read Feather Bush not 
Ineense Bush and botantcat nane ts Apatochtan ys spectabilis. 
(Leaves have very pungent odour like Incense Bush and this is how 
the mistake occured) 


Thankuou livs Thonpson, but I think the Editor must be a little bit 
to bigne also. Ed. 


Members will recall that at the February Meeting Mrs Plant: outlined 
thework being carried out by Mrs T.Lehrmann of ,Barwon Heads in tending 
the animals injured in the recent bushfires. 


Members instantly responded and a final donation of S5u, 00° was otaanced 
to help in this compassionate work. 

it was a wonderful response especially as we had personally already 
donated to the bushfise appeal. 


A Thankyou from the Beene Tacve 


The Warragul F.N.C.lost one of its keen members when Norm simpson 
passed away early in February. His many interests included gem stone 
and rock collecting, botany and fungi and gpow ine sale pleute and 
ferns. 
The Latrobe Valley Bonne: inch remember Mr Sanipson as he attended many 
of our excursions and campouts over the years. 


Our sincere sympathy is extended to his family. 
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LAKE GUTHERIDGE noTEs. 


Having a little time to spare on lovely Christmas evenings in 
Sale I wandered round the lakeside, where dozens of people were taking 
the air. Never has the lake swamp looked better, with green grassy Verges 
a thick belt of canereeds and young red gums springing in the place of 
the introduced willows of yesteryear. Reed warblers vied with each other 
in pouring out floods of melody and amongst the hundreds of common water- 
fowl driven in by the drought were three Great crested grebes. 


While seated on the grass at the water's edge watching a reed war~ 
bler shamelessly showing off I became aware of a tiny bird feeding on 
the floating raft of water ribbons pulled up by the swans. It seemed only 
the size of a wren, but was a perfect little "waterhen". 
I spent two evenings with it while it fed fearlessly round my feet. 
Possibly an immature bird, I decided it was Porzana pusilla, the Marsh 
Crake. It was a great privilege to be able to watch it at such close 
quarters. hae | eae ee 


Ellen Lyndon. 


VOTE FROM WEIPA. 


Ls ho t4 -3 & are well and truly into the dry season now - the fork- 
tailed kites have been back for some time, and the lovely little white- 
breasted woodswallows too. They love the telephone wires. I heard the 
honking of the magpie geese as they flew over at night, on the move again. 
It was about 4 weeks ago - its a very special sound. 

The country is dry and dusty again though some species are flowering 
especially the yellows - Kapok (Cochlospermunsilliurac) Deplanchea tetra- 
phylla, Acacias - there have been lovely ongoing flavour of them since 
about april- Acacia platycarpa first with big pale masses of panicles, 
then Acacia rothii, followed by Acacia crassicarpa known locally as the 
Spoon tree because of its pod which the aborigines used as a spoon, and 
now Acacia torulosa , called thancoupie. The Grevilleas too have been 
lovely -G.heliosperma (from N.T.) . The earliest , followed by G.glauca 
(Bushman's Peg) and now Grevillea pteridifolia with its wonderful disp- 
lay of orange combs, and silvery foliage. G.parallela will come on show 
with its cream candles later. We have a wonderful G.pteridifolia_ in our 
back yard which is in full bloom at present - a blaze of orange, more 
beautiful with the evening light on it, and a favourite spot for the 
lorikeets and blue~faced honeyeaters and friar birds. There is a shower 


| of orange stigmas lying on the chip bed garden beneath it. . 


“Ann Norton 
fron a tetter to Miss Galbraith. 
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PRESIDENT'S REPORT. 1982/8 3. 


Another 12 months have passed and the Club is going very well. 
Numerous submissions have been made to various bodies and objections 
i to the changing of the status of Morwell National Park also Bulga and 
Tarra Valley National Parks have been made. Some members attended semin- 
ars in Bairnsdale and Churchill for the proposed Latrobe Valley Regional 
Committee. Meetings have been attended with various ministers regarding 
the environment and ecology of the Valley. 
We have been well represented by members on committees pertaining to the 
Valleys futire. The quality of our speakers, and our attendances both at 
meetings and excursions were extremely good, also the campout at Baw Baw 
was a great success. My thanks go to the executive committee for their 
whole hearted co-operation and to those members who have devoted their 
time in writing up the meetings and excursions for the magazine. 
I must thank members responsible for the publication of the magazine = 
each month. It has been a pleasure working with you all and_I hope the 
team spirit will continue through the coming years, as the Latrobe Valley 
Field Naturalist Club is well known throughout the Gippsland area. 
Thank you all for supporting me during my term of office. 


: 


J. Watt. President. 


STATEMENT OF RECEIPTS AND EXPENDITURE: 1MARCH 1982 TO 28FEBRUARY 1983. 


SUMMARY OF CASH RECEIPTS. SUMMARY OF PAYMENTS. 
Balance as at 2/3/82 $274.43 Naturalist $554.40 
Bank Interest $ 12.38 Petty Cash (Secretary : 
Donations(including Publicity) 99.60 
. suppers,Plant sales. 202.64 Subscriptions , Donations 125.00 
! Sale of Books 4.00 Hire of Hall 60.00 
/ Transfer from Pondage Cups for Meetings 24.15 
account 56.94 Bunnerong Ski Lodge 
Sale of Rockpooling lit Baw Baw Campout 100.008 
book. 12.00 To irs li.Rowe (Sale of 
Mt Baw Baw Campout 135.00 Rockpooling Books) 20.00 
liembership Subseriptions Cheque Book &Financial 
~ 115.00 Institutions Duty 12.04 
Magazine Subscriptions 516.00 ~995.19 
05am Balance on Hand 2/3/83 333.20 
1308739 1328.39 


RECONCILED BANK STATEMENT 
Balance as at 16/3/83 $358.20 
Less unpresented chequel62965 $25.00 


333.20 


ee ee eee ee ie ee a ee en nd 5 
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REPORT OF COMLITTER MEETING HELD MARCH 23rd. 1983. 


The advertised speaker for the larch meeting had been unable to attend.. 
a substitute had been found but was not available after all ! several 
avenues for speaker were tried but to no avail. At last lirs Brooks said 
she could give a talk about travels in West Australia. fe 
The scheduled excursion was abandoned, but we would join with the Tate 
Historical society for an excursion to Seaspray Giffard area. 

Also an open day for the Thomson Dam area was on Sunday and members 
could attend this if they wished. — 


Treasurer reported a balance of $355.20. Books had been audited in 
preparation for Annual Meeting. : 


April Meeting. We would welcome Dr Calder to speak on Mistletoe. 

The area at Seaton ,Heyfield was thought to be not suitable due to the 
recent fires in the area. The Boola Forest area was thought to be a 
desirable place to view Mistletoe. 


Wilson's Promontory excursion November 5th 6th. ifembers to make own 
arrangements for camping , cabins etc. Some people will so for the week 
and combine a trip with F.N.C.V. who expect to visit the area then. - 

iin Wall later advised that bookings should not be made before: Nay Cee 
Please ving Hie Wall for further information required. aah 


Secretary. advised that flowers had been sent’ to Mr and lirs Sterkenburg 
on the occasion of their Golden Wedding. 
Meo Sterkenburg had sent a card of thanks. to the Club for this gesture. 


An invitation had been received for a member to attend the annual insp- 
ection of the thomson river Improvement Trust with the Commissioners. 


tie Lubeke will attend this function on April 20th. 


Rosedale Shire replied to the letter written re the Apple Box tree in 
the shire. Our request has been noted. 


Publications received. Environment VYictoria(CCV) 
~nNewsletter , SGAP Maroondah Group Newsletter. Vic Naturalist 

World Wildlife Fund Newsletter.. 

Kerang Environmental Studies Centre antisense 

Details re Victorian Vascular Plant List available now. 

V.F.N.C.A. Meeting will be held at Geelong in October. 


‘Conservation Co-ordinator. Mrs Thompson reported that she had been inv~ 


ited to meet Minister of Conservation when he visited Morwell during 

liarch. She had been able to give some thoughts re Morwell National Park. 
<inhill Report Brown Coal Development Study. This document. elas be the 

sunyect at aseminar to be held tiarch 24th. 

iirs Thompson will present a paper-at this seminar. 

read and agreed with the thoughts expressed. 


The next Committee meeting will be held on Wednesday April 20th at the 
home of Mrs Peterson 14 Barry Street, Morwell at 7.30 pm. — 


We all AE ‘this paper 


Supper Roster April 22nd. lirs Lubeke Mrs Thompson. 


G 


ip 
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Details of contributing Clubs are as follows: 


CLUB. HOW. SECRETARY. 

LATROBE VALLEY F.U.C. lips I. Peterson 
14 Barry Street, 
llorwell 3840 
*phone 3421 29 

SALE F.C. lin Tia clean 
P.0.Boxn 302 
SALE 3850 


'phone 458238 
TRARALGONF.W.C. 
WARRAGUL F.H.C. liv J.Brooks 
3 Nobel Streeé 
WARRAGUL 3820 
‘phone 231563 
BATRUSDALE F.i.C. lin E.V.Barton 
13 Turnbull Street 
BAITRUSDALE 5875 
"phone 523792 
SUBSCRIP?fIOIUS. 


Due ifArch 1st, Paya He to Hon Treasurer 


VATURALIST $6.00 FAMILY 828.00 


HEETIIGS. 

7.30%. on 4th Friday 
each month , at 
Regtonal Edueatton 
Centre, Kirk St.lOr 


&.00pn on Ist Friday 
eacit iionth, room 13 
Continuing Edueatton 
Centre, Raynond Street 
SALE 


8.00pm.on Ist Friday 
each month, at L.V. 
Education Building 
Kosetusko St.School. 
TRARALGOI 


8.00pm on 3rd Friday 
each month. 

Publie Ltbrary. 
VARRAGUL 


8.00pn eu 3rd Friday 
each month. 
C.W.A.Hall 
BAIRUSDALE 


lirs A. Stevart 
P.0O.Box 169 
REVBOROUGH 3825 


SIUGLE MEMBERSS7.00 


LATROBE VALLEY WATURALIST ts tie offietal publication of the 


Latrobe Valley Field iaturalist Club. 


Contrtbuttons on any aspect of ilatural TIstory are invited froin 
MEMBERS OF ALL CLUBS. and should be adressed to 


ion Edttor. 


irs L.Pad field 
29 Chanbertatn Pd. 
HEWBOROUGH 3825 
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COULTIG EVEUTS 
VARRAGUL F.1.C. 


MEETING: THuRsday lay 26th. 
Please note change in date 
SPEAKER: liv and irs Buehing 
Iitustrated tatk "Seandanavia*™ 
EXCURSION: Contact Seewetary for detatts. 


LATROBE VALLEY F.i.C. 


SPEAKER: ie R.Gaulton*Bastes of Geology” 3 
EXCURSION: Saturday lay 28th Tyers River Gorge 
HEETIHG PLACE: Gunn's Gully at 10.00an 


p» 


as 
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FLOWERS OF SOUTH WEST AUSTRALIA. 

Patk by 11.Brooks 25/3/83 


Mrs Brooks aim in showing her slides of the South West corner of 
West Australia was to share her holiday with us and to show the diverse 
flora of the area. Some of the places visited were Esperance, albany, 
Cape Leeuwin, the Stirling Ranges and Fitzgerald National Parks. 

West australia is bounded by the Indian Ocean on one side and desert 
on the other. This isolation over millions of years has produced some 
of the most diverse flora, much of which is found no-where else in the 
world. Many species have developed in a remark able way, some entirely 
confined to a specific area,and limited to a few hectares in some cases. 
= some areas of the coast the soil is poor and sandy, the extremely 
trong winds from the ocean often bring heavy rain, while the inland 
has either sand or stony areas, hot winds and little rain. 
Plants had to adapt in order to exist and so we often have the same 
genera growing in both areas but with vastly different characters. 

The first slide was of the Kangaroo Paw Anigozanthos manglesii 
which is the State's Floral Emblem, seen flowering in Kings Park,Perth. 
It is quite common and grows from the Murchison river in the north to 
Busselton in the south. 

The coastal strip south of Perth is most attractive and interest- 
ing from a Naturalist point of view as it has not been developed. 

Trees that normally grow tall and straight are here very twisted due to 
the very high winds . There are many wildflowers and orchids growing in 
profusion. 

@rchids of the S.W.corner include the Diuris and Thelymitra famil—_ 
ies. The Caladenia family has 45 varieties in West Australia. 

Slides of the cowslip orchid C.flava, Zebra orchid C.cairnsiana_ ,China 
Blue orchid C.gemmata as well as several Spider Orchids were Zood exanp= 
les. A slide of the LEDS purple Enamel Orchid Elythranthera brunonis 
was perfect. 

The Creeping -Hibbertia H.quadricolor has the largest riaweaaS of the fam: 
ily of 64 species. 

The Bitter--pea nee about 50 varieties which inakes identification 
very hard, but each one has a most attractive flower. Some have been 
found to be poisonous to cattle but not to native fauna. 

A lovely Slide of Calytrix was a fine example of the family which 
has 30 species. These plants mostly grow in the heathlands and vary in 
colour from white to violet, red, pink and yellow flowers. 


ilps Brooks was very surprised to smell the perfume of the famous Vest 
Australian boronia B.megastigma Mens before she was able to locate aes 
bush. 

Banksias are well represented and themr diversity and flamboyant 
colours aro one of the wonders of the West. The Scarlet Banksia B.cocci- 
hea is common on the coastal plains, but all are breathtakingly lovely. 

Restricted to the cliffs near albany Banksia praemorsa has huge purplish 
flowers and small leaved foliage. 

Banksias are usually tall trees but just to be different Banksia petiol- 
aris is prostrate with spreading branches, erect leaves and flower 


BRUSeS contd. .pp 9 
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FLOWERS OF SOUTI] WEST AUSTRALIA£ contd... 
Quite different from most Banksias, the Holly-leaved Danksia ilicifolia 
which resembles the Dryandra. Banksia srandis which usually grows 


over 15 metres tall, but at Cape Leeuwin is low due to the high winds. 
One plant had many Flowers aie Ubi 2 cages of growth which was. most. int- 
eresting. 

There are 227 Acacias recorded for the country south of Carnarvon. 
Several slides showing the wide variety of leaves, flowers and form ..of 
growth were shown. 


South of Cape Naturaliste(well named as there are many flowers growing 
in the area) are some remarkable caves and rocks showing that severe 


storms frequent the area. Slides taken in the world famous Jewel Cave 

at Augusta were most interesting.A Stalactite 5.8 metres long and seve- 
ral smaller ones so fragile that a draught might break them were shown. 
There are about 200 caves in the area but only 4 are open to the public. 


The petrified water wheel at Cape Leeuwin is most interesting. This wheel ~ 
was once used to supply the light house with water but has been covered 
with limestone as the result of years of water flowing over it. - 
in the rain soaked region of Walpole. in lower $.W. the Karri Eue -divers- 
icolor forests grow. these giant trees grow. to over 90 metres, towering 
ever Banksias, wattles ete. The famous Gloucester tree is a Karri. 
ROSES: has about 12 different Droseras but \.A.has at least 34 listed. 
everal slides of these were shown. Pink Petticoats.,Polypompholy= multi- 
fida which eee related to our Fairies Aprons Utricularia dichotoma and 
the famous t7.A.Pitcher Plant were interesting. All these Pape 
Sieaceeeet and Pitcher Plants are carnivorous plants. 


Near Pemberton is a magnificent Karri Forest. Australia is: said ie 
have 5% of its land in forest, but W.A. has a very small area. of peter 
much of it.being destroyed by man and the dieback disease.1.6. heatare 
of Giant FKarri has been ~ reserved - for future menerations to see what 
magnificent trees they are. y eae 

The Stirling Range National Park is just 64 Km inland from the 
South coast and has some 1000 species of native plants ; 100 of which ere 


‘unique to the range. Some grow only on specific peaks making MS area . 


ee ee 


one ,of the. world's most outstanding botanical reserves. 

Because the range is so near the coast and rises so suddenly from. the 
flat plains the taller peaks are shrouded in clouds fora few hours: 
almost every day of the year.Mrs Brooks slides of the ranges showed the 
mist covered high peaks and the vegetation on the peaks as heathland 
type which is dense and harsh. The range has many solid masses of 
sandstone and quartzite outcrops. which make the: climb to the top quite 
a feat. The constant cloud cover has created a much cooler., moister — 
environment than the surrounding areas. This has permitted the evolut- 


ion or survival of: plants now found only on the tops of the peaks. 


Some plants like the Darwinias are conf fined to a small area of the high- 
est peaks, grow no- where else in the world. A slide of Darwinia leiost~ 


ae was 2 good. example of - «the species. 


The * Showy Dryandra D.formosa is one of the most spectacuaar flowers and 
grows in profusion : on the slopes of Bluff Knoll. There are 12 Dryandra 


species growing from the Stirling Ranges to Esperance. 


iSGn ee Aint, gies aap a WS ere 


fe 
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PLOWERS OF SOUTH VEST AUSTRALIA contd... 


There are 150 species of Eucalypt in-'/.A. and 27 of those grow in the | 
Ranges . A good slide of the Bell-fruited Mallee was shown. | 
Banksia coccinea are most interesting and spectacular in the valley. | 
The Grass trees are most attractive in the evening light. | 
The colours of Leschenaultias are always brilliant,especially the red | 
ones.These plants usually grow in red sandy soil or gravel in ever wide-~ | 
ning circles, looking like wreaths. a : 
Isopogon latifoliunm one of the 25 species of the west grows well on | 
Bluff Knoll, the highest peak in the Stirling Rances. 
The Stirling Ranges Smokebush Conospermum dorricnii is one of the 27 | 
species found in the South West, but there are 40 species in all. | 
The Stirling Ranges Bottlebrush Buaufortia heterophylla is one of 17 | 
species all endemic to the South West and all seem to favour very harsh | 
conditions. . | 
South of Ravensthorpe the plants live in a world of their own, many being. 
endemic to that area, so a visit to the Fitzgerald National Park, in the ; 
Barren Ranges is a must. A beautiful slide of Calothamnos was showns cra 71 
illustrating the feather like flowers to advantage. cr 
The Scarlet Regelia R.velutina, a native of these slopes is much like a 
melaleuca. There are 15 species of Banksia in the area, with B.quercif- 
ola confined to the Barren and Stirling Ranges. Banksia lehmanniana 
has flowere hanging down like pendants. 
tne catspaw related to the Kangaroo paw are most attractive in this park. 
it is amazing that so many plants are growing well in such harsh condit- 
Ons so close to the sea. ee: 
ne of the strangest plants in the area is the Royal Hakea H.victoriae 
"ith insignificant flowers compared to the large shell-shaped leaves. 

the leaves get older they become variegated. 
Over 600 plant species srow in the Barren Ranges which are endemic to 
the area, many of these restricted to the peaks. 
Ne were shown Peak Charles, a mountain difficult to climb and progress 
was slow especially with a gusty side wind blowing. Jack made it to the 
top and found a natural garden and took some slides of the surrounding 
countryside. One view showed the caravan as a snall dot in the distance. 
The last slide of the evening was taken of the peak in early morning 
light and was really beautiful. 


Bite 
163] 


All Mrs Brooks slides were outstandine and her commentary deseribing 


Oo 


some of the species and variations was fascinating. 
Iris Peterson. 
a 


Another error has been pointed out to us.In the Aprttl issue Page? 


last par, should read "The magutficent Mountain grey gun, Ee cypellocarna 

on liary Austin’s unele's fam " ete... (ot red gin) 

Lhe botanical nane ts right. 
sorry Ed. 
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MERRIVANIS CRREK EXCURSION 26/3/83 
Unfortunately. all our arrangements for Ma pchimeeting and excursion - 


seemed to be upset by one minor problem after another and so it was that 
we ended up joining the Traralgon Historical Excursion for our excursion 
on tiarch 26th 1983 

Traralson Historical Society had been invited to join the Yarram 
Historical Society on a tour of properties involved in the early settle- 
mentof Merrimans Creek. 

iieeting at the Traralgon Wich School we tuxned tovards Gormandaic, 
then heading in an easterly direction followed the llerrimans Creek to 
Stradbroke. Passing Willung and travelling along the Stradbroke Road for 
about 12 km we paused to look at the huge Applebox tree at Applebox corn- 
er. Bon Thompson gave us a talk on the Applebox tree. You will remember 

hat our Club was instrumental in having this tree placed. on the National 
Resister of Significant Trees. A local identity those forebeard came to 
live in the district in the 1880's relates that the applebox tree was as 
large then, as it appears at present. When authorities decided to farm 
the road property, a bullock team was engaged to remove the tree, but 
was unsuccessful, the tree was not going to budge and so it was decided 
that the road should gO around the tree. 

: Moving on to"fhe Meadoes"” we were joined by Mr John Irving and 
members of the Yarran Society and joined by members of the Sale Historic- 
al Society. 

"The Ifeadows " composed of a run of 24 square KM and ran alons the 
South side of Merrimans Creek property being sectred in 1843. 
iw Ipving related a rough history of the Meadows assisted by Mr Fischer 
a resident who could remember the many buildings that were on the prop-. 
erty when he was a child. During the 1850's there was also a hotel on es 
this property known as Merrimans Creek Hotel. 

Leaving the Meadows which is situayed on the Sth Gippsland High- —_ 
way heap the bridge crossing lierrimans Creek, we moved across the padd- 
ocks to what was oviginally Stradbroke totmship, but now grazing land. 
As we drew to a halt , field naturalists in the party were delighted tt 
see a 1.5 metre red bellied black snake making its way across the padd:- 
ock and down to the creck. 


A hotel called "The Travellers REst" was built here, risht on the 
edge of iierrimans Creek where the road crossed swan py land. Looking to 
the fa r side of the ereek, we could see the remains of the link up road. 
This road was a direct route to the Omeo digsings and at Stradbroke. , food 
stockyards, stables and paddocks were available to travellers - not one 
vestage remaining today. 


On the opposite side of the creek is a property called Erinvalc. 
Wending our way back to the Sth Gippsland Highway and after crossing 
Merrimans Creek we turned right-again entering private SIBOD we 
made our way to Erin Vale a substantial brick home of a past era at pres- 
ent undergoing restoration. This was the home at one tine of the Mongonm- 
ery family, It .was good to see the paddocks shoring a glisten of sreen 
helping to relieve the depressing“dryness of the drought conditions. 


contd.. .pps 


Nee 
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By now it was time to call a halt for lunch and so on to Seaspray 
where Merrimans Creek enters the sea. Some ate lunch, some paddled in 
the water, others enjoyed walking along the beach,hoping to find a shell 
or two, or maybe a nice cuttle fish for the budgie! before assembling 
and moving on to “Coadys” or as it was known from 1870 Prospect. 

Coady Buckly was born in a London Prison and travelled to Australia with 
his mother in 1818 and took.up this run on iierrimans Creek Inown as Qat 
Ba and grew wheat and threshed it here using aborigines for labor. 
What was left of the village is being bulldozed down at present and said 
one of our eminent members," that. heap of rubble is all that is left of 
the home I was born in" --guess who ! iirs Ellen Lyndon no less. 

The land is all under subdivision and as we walked across the paddocks 

<o inspect a lonely grave lirs H.Ricketts 17/8/1870 another well known 
member gathered a breakfast of mushrooms. 


Winding our way around to a further reach in the creek, where water 
wag just starting to run following the flood rains which fell in the 
Copmandale hills several days ago, we arrived at Giffard township allot- 
sents. In 1854/55 there was actually only one home in the township accor~ 
cing to the Police of the day, but there was a continual traffic of 
sullock drays camping there as they went to and fro on their way to the 
Qneo diggings. In 1862 there was a huge flood and the bridse over lierri- 
sans Creek was washed away - now only a few bricks remain to prove that 
a building was in existance at one time. 


The afternoon was drawing to a close and after thanking our hosts 

for an enjoyable day we wended our way homewards. 
Merrimans Creek is thought to have been named after a bullock of 
MeAlisters which was lost there. ; 
nee Pearl Reeves. 


BIRD foTGS FRO! VEIPA. 
We went on to the plains and what a treat it was. iums first 
sighting of Brolgas, geese galore, pratincoles, large flocks of Red- 
tailed Black cockatoos feeding on the ground. 


This morning we have been down to the lily lagoons to see the 
water lilies and lotus birds and green pygmy geese, and more Magpie 
geese. Also a Varied Triller in one of the native figs - not one I 
have seen often, along with the yellow fig birds. 


Ann Morton. 
freon a letter to litss Jean Galbratth. 


has SE AO er 
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REPOR? OF COMMITTEE MEETING HELD APRIL 20th 1983. 


aralgon Council have Been written a letter expressing gS cepOT DEES RE ' 
wa the proposed Botanical Park has been cancelled. 


Ve hppe that this project will go ahead at a later date. 


lirs Lehrmann has thanked our Club for the donation to assist the injured 
animals. The letter to be read out at the General meetings. 


Tan 
IESG 


a 


Vorld Environment Day. The secretary had contacted other Clubs in the 
area re any ideas for the day. It seems that nothing has been planned 
as yet. . 

lin Lubcke reported that he had toured with the Commissioners of the _ | 
Latrobe and Thomson River improvement trusts. These bodies are working 
together in an effort to improve both rivers. Tree planting, Grass sown 
and areas fenced from cattle also major earth works have been undertaken. (\ 
This was a most interesting and informative day. a 


a 


Conservation Co-ordinator. 

irs Thompson reported that the seminar re Brown Coal Development hed . 
been held. Mrs Thompson had presented a paper to the seminar, and was 3 
well received. ilost groups felt that the report concentrated on coal 
vepardless of other considerations. There should be more concern for the 
neople and the environment. 

‘ios Thompson was interviewed by 3 GI re her comments. 

Sugsested that the Club present a written submission based on comments \ 
made but going into more detail. 

National Parks Association had visited the Alpine area and have requested 
that we forward submissions regarding the area to the L.C.C. 

Tt is thought that the number of submissions presented will be an impor- 
tant factor in deciding further recommendations. 


« 


The next business meeting will be held at the home of iiss Galbraith on sn 
Wadnesday May 25th at 7.30 pn. 
Any interested members are welcome at these meetings. ( 


Supper Roster iiay 27th. lirs PLant _ i:rs LArson 


LISTLETOE BIRDS. 


Measter is a time for visitors and this year we had a visit from 
the Mistletoe Birds. We have never seen them before in our garden alth~ 
ough we have caught glimpses of them in the pee tops in the. reserve near~. 
by, where Mistletoe grows. 


We first saw the maée bird: an the bird bath. We wondered ahat was 
attracting them to our garden as we have no Mistletoe.’ The Reader's Dir- 
est * Complete Book of Australian Birds’ ais that these birds also 


feed on Pepper Trees and other trees. \ie had already commented on the 


faet that the little birds were much. more interested in the Pepper Trees 
this year, especially the Silver Eyes. We are used to the larger birds 


feeding in these trees. As there are still some figs on the tree in the 


sarden we feel figs and peppercorns must make an unusual diet; but per- 
haps there are many small insects amongst the pepper corns. Still the 


male and female Histletoe Birds happily joined the other birds in the 


Pepper Trees. 


Bon Thompson. Sit CR ae 
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EXCURSION TO THOMSON DAM 27/3/83 


Four cars with 12 members arrived at Rawson at 9.45 am and the 
inspection of the dam site commenced. After the film, the first insp- 
ection site was at the saddle dam embankment which is approx.15 metres 
from completion. Other inspection sites included the Rock Quarry provid- 
ing the materials for the dam wall; the outlet towers - part of the out- 
let systems for releases of water downstream; the top of the main dam 
embankment which is approx. 4 chain wide and over which we drove; and t 
the spillway which will allow excess water to spill into the river 
below when the dam is full. It is expected to start collecting water in 


the dam this year. We were pleased to hear that the temperature of the 


water released downstream is adjusted to suit the fish by drawing the 
water off at different levels in the dam. We were also surprised to see 
the regrowth on areas that must have been cleared and which were rocky 
and steep. The Sunshine Wattle was in bloom within the dam site; but 
only in bud above the dam level where the bush had not been disturbed. 
A Pippit was hopping around some small buildings. 


We had lunch at a picnic site overlooking the area. 

As the day was pleasant and it was early in the afternoon, it was 
decided to continue up to the car park at Mt St Gwinea. From there we 
walked up the track towards the mount; but found so much to look at 
that we ran out of time and had to return without reaching the top. 


There were a number of ferns including the Alpine “ater-fern, 
‘other Shield-.fern, Hard Water-fern and one that created discussion-~ 
perhaps the Shiny Shield-fern. A Willowherb still managed to produce 
one mauve flower and the Downy Cascade Everlasting had a second lease 
of life as it had produced some fresh flowers on the tips of the bran- 
ches‘after the recent rain althouch the bulk of the flowers were fini- 
shed. The Baw Baw Berry did not have any berries -. too late in the 
ceason~ but ‘the Tasman Flaz-lily compensated by producing beautiful bun- 
ches of large purple berries, There was a small Beech Tree about 5 metre 
high, certainly on the edge of a small streamlet but not in the gully 
at this height. The photographers were down on their stomachs trying 
to get slides of the Clubmoss with its fresh clubs. If you flipped the 
club you could see the spores dispersing. Of course the eucalypts also 
created discussion but the Shining Gum and the Tingaringy Gum were 
easily separated by the shape of the juvenile leaves and of course the 
fruits. Both these gums have blue juvenile leaves which looked attract-—_ 
ive amongst the more sombre dark green foliage of the other plants at 
this time of the year. 


At 5.30 pm we all headed home after an interesting day. 
Bon Lhompson. 


VISHFUL THIVRKTHG. or 
How We Cait Fool Ourselves. 


Some years ago I can recall a fellow member of F.N.C.inviting me 
to inspect the lovely ‘wild cherry she had grown by the front door. 

It was as high as the house and a fine specimen and she was naturally 
proud of it. I took one look end saw it was a casuarin She saw by my 


Cle 
race that something was serigusly wrons but how could I tell her when 


One of my park ballarts is covered with large brown galls, as so 
many cherries are. Healthy green shoots gro from these so I brought a 
few home and planted them at the foot of what I hoped would be a host 
tree, the Cherry Ballart being partly parasitic on the roots of other 
trees. In due course a nice green shoot lengthened and increased and I 
saw I had a nice tree developing. It was pampered and drooled over. 
I thought I had stumbled on the art of growing these difficult trees. 
It was necessary to transplant it and when it was about 63 oem in height 
carefully uncovered its roots, but was puzzled at finding no connect- 
ion whatever with its companion tree. It was carefully lifted into a 
bucket of soil and grew on with renewed vigour. Several friends inspec- 
ted it casually, until one day a wretched fellow who is a keen native 
gardener came along, and looked a bit harder than the rest of us. 
je said “ Er, Um, dont you think it is a casuarina, Fllen? " and I say 
instantly that it was, and wondered how i could have been so blind for 
so long. He really spoiled my day : ; 
The chances are that when I was collecting the galls I threw a few she- 
cak cones into the same bag with them, and a stray seed did the rest. 


Ellen Lyndon. 


tt 


Durtig the very hot dry veather in Feb 
possua opping stouly around the ltavuin tn mt 
fashton of a vabbtt suffering fron mysonato 

A couple of days later we found the possin dead on the grass and 
thts sequence was repeated twice more over the next veek or so. 


uary ve observed a ringtatl 
feernoon rather after tie 


oO 8 
AQ 


Examtnatton of the bodies did not reveal any obvious cause of 
death or any evtdence of synptoas similar to mytonatosts. 

Henttoning thts occurence to friends, we were surprised to Learn 
that tdentteal inetdents nad been noted by neighbours at Coalville and 
atso at Yatlourn lorth and Ytunar. 

In each case anple fresh water vas available so thirst would not 
Rave been a factor. Is there a particular infection affeeting the ring - 
tatls or is tt possible that in such a particularly dry season when tire 
trees are so highly stressed that certath Leaves ov parts of thetr diets 
may have becane toxte +? | 

Whatever the eause , tt sears to have only been the ringtail poss- 
ws tnvolved and although stlver greys are numerous they sean to be 
dina une. : 

Do any of our readers have an answer to the mustery ? 


Andy Ringin. 
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fn | 
"UISTLETOES" 
Talk by Dv D.U.Calder 22/4/83 | 

Dr Calder's excellent lecture was accompanied by colour slides 

which perfectly illustrated the many features mentioned. 

Mistletoes are rootless shrubs which srow as semi-parasites on trees 

and other shrubs. They are classed as semi parasites - being dependent 
on their hosts for supplies of water and mineral nutrients but through 
their own green " Chlorophyllous" leaves synthesize all necessary orga~ 
nic materials. 

Mistletoes have for centuries puzzled and intrigued the people of 
northern /Europe. The Druids of pre~Roman Britain venerated the Oak as 
the paramount symbol of strength and stability. liistletoes lived with- 
out roots on the mighty oaks, remained spectacularly green when whole 
forests shed their leaves and furthermore produced their crops of white 
translucent berries throughout the middle of winter. 

Clearly such plants must have special strengths and powers and 
they were used as promotors of fertility and sexual performance. 


Mistletoes are true flowering plants. Many have spectacular red 
flowers and secrete copious quantities of nectar to attract and effect 
cross pollination by birds. HOneyeaters are the main cross pollinating 
agents. ‘iiistletoes flowering and fruiting throughout the year are very 
important food sources for these birds. ; . 
iiost Mistletoes of the genus Amyema~ commonest in Victoria - have very 
long flowering periods. A.pendulum at Healesville flowering from May 
through to the following February ! A.linophyllum (Buloke Mistletoe) 
has the shortest flowering period - From December to February. 

the Amyema have large, tubular flowers, produce nectar and open slowly. 
Pollen is shed just before the flowers open but the stigma does not be- 
come receptive for some days. lIloneyeaters seeking nectar collect pollen 
on cheek and crown feathers which is then brushed off on the receptive 
stigmas of other flowers to effect cross pollination. ee 
Some species A.pendulum and A.miraculosum are completely self incompat-: 
ible. An exception is the Grey iliskletoe A.quandang - which is the 
most self fertile of the senus. it 
“ybridisation to produce sterile mules is a rare event. eg. at Heales~ 
ville where A.quandang has crossed with A.pendulum as the pollen donor. 


Mistletoe fruit are berries having tough outer skins holding balls 
of sweet,thick gum in which is suspended the erbryo or seed. 
The berries are eaten avidly by birds especially the iistletoe Bird 
Dicaeum hirtndinaceum, which is the most important seed distributor. 
Truly remarkable adaptions to this birds digestive system ~ a gizzard 
bypass valve- and its behaviour ~squats on branches to defecate ~- ensu~. 
res that the mistletoes seeds are deposited to stick on branches suita- 
ble for penetration. the bird dropping also constitytes a moisture ret~ 
aining and highly nutritive micro environment. 


Germination of the mistletoe seed starts immediately the outer 
skin is broken to admit oxygen. The first shoot emerges to become an ex- 
pandine stick fast as soon as it touches any solid surface. 

Inner tissues of this shoot develop as sinkers which penetrate to tap 1 
the hosts sap conducting systems below the bark. Ay: \ 
iF. COTE CR vnsexD Dimmers es aaa eae 


LAPHGHY VABABY HABURABHBM 44) POHUY Ne esd FUN 1908 
EY BOT ARAUT ON TRSLAN SORTA 
UISTLETOLS. CONT .-ms 
Once an effeetive sap Supply is secured on a compatible host, mist- 
letoe and host tissue grow, interleaved to form a swelling "Haustorium" 
The mistletoe then takes over the the whole Sap supply for the branch, . 
the outer end of which dies. In the Creeping liistletoe lMuellerina 
eucalyptoides root like runners spow along the host branch sending down 
sinkers to form haustoria at frequent intervals. The runners also devel- 
op leafy shoots so that the host branch is surrounded by a leafy sleeve. 
Young mistletoes mature to produce flowers and fruit from about 
the 3rd year and plants may live fon several decades 
Distribution: Some 1200 occur world wide and about 60 in Australia. 
Most species are in northern areas, there being only 12 in Victoria. 
Strangely there are none in Tasmania but several in Nev Zealand. 
There are 2 major families - The Viscaceae - represented by the Engl- 
ish and our Golden and Jointed Mistletoes. Most Victorian (and austral- 
jan) species belong to the Loranthaceae as in the table below. 


VICTORIAN MISTLETOES A.loranthaceae, 


NAMES — es Hosts STATUS 
1. Créeping MIstletoe Eucalypts & other natives Could be 2 
fuellerina eucalyptoides | Elm,Plane, Birch, Oaks problei 
2. Coast ilistletoe Saw Banksias and some Not agevess- 
iluellerina celastroides other coastal plants ive 
3, Wire Leaf Mistletoe Hainly Acacia ‘but '. “Could. be a 
Amyema preisii . recorded on Cassia sp. —— local problem 
4, Buloke Mistletoe Exclusively Casuarina At most a 
Amyema linophyllum . local problem 
5. Grey Mistletoe Exclusively Acacia A serious 
Amyema quandang problem para 
site of Acacia 
6.Fleshy fistletoe -Santelum, Myoporum I;¢azly abund- 
Anyema miraculosum . Casuarina,other ilist~ ant not en agr 
letoes. ressive peras 
ite. 
7.Drooping liistletoe tlostly Eucalypts serious where 
Amyema pendulum Sometomes Acacias heavy infest- 
: ations. occur. 
&. Box liistletoe Usually Euc. of the Serious where 
Amyena miquelli Box Group also Acacia heavy infest- 
ations occur. 
3. Harlequin lMistletoe ‘Wide range in Drier _ Not a problen 
Lysiana exocarpi areas. Casuarina other © 
'Haistletoes © 
10.Long Flowered Mistletoe Wide range within Ce Not a Victor- 
Dendrophthoe vitellina the liyrtaceae ian problen 
Ll. fointed MIstletoe In Victoria confined — ' perhaps an 
Korthalsella japonica to LillyPIlly endangered sp. 
12.Golden Mistletoe Restricted to RENEE -... A rare plent 


Notothixos subaureus mistletoes -" Jn Victoria, 


iy 


y 
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. MISTLETOES. ' contd... 
EFFECTS ON HOST TREES. 


There are .no signs of any returns to the hosts and no known toxic 
effects. There is a reduction of leaf area in affected crowns as the 
outer ends of the host branches are killed off and there appears to be 
preferential supply of water and mineral nutrients to the parasite at 
the expense of the host plant. The result is prosressive debilitation 
of the host trees which eventually die when stressed by droushts or 
other pathogens. 


ECOLOGY OF MISTLETOES. 


Mistletoes seem to be most common in open Situations , drier areas, along 
road and rail reserves, isolated treés on farms and in country towns. 
In intact or ecologically balanced forests mistletoes are not common. 
Lo-ging, fire crazing, severe insect defoliations or other factors 
which lead to disturbance of the forest Sugoi the proliferation of 
mistletoes. 
CONTROL. 

Is best effected by cuttine off affected branches. An operation so costly 
in labour is only practical in areas of verv high landscane value. Ee. 
Cardens, Parks and high usage recreation areas. 
The use of 2-4) herbicide is effective in time - 2 yeers ~ on mistletozs 
but rather unpredictable on the hosts, which can also be killed. 


CONSERVATION. 
> Istletoes are a natural and biologically intriguing part of our natural 
heritage and should be conserved to fulfill their ecolocical role, edd- 
ing interest and diversity to our floral and eNALE SSL environments. 


Tan LUeDoneld. 


DTM iBADS 


Our tiniest sslepstaleatierail has a merits: admost ecranspaLsntys ee only 
3mm across , on a threadlike 50 im stalk. 
it usually appears after the first good autumn rain. This year there 
were a few mushrooms after we had 19 points of rain on Narch 8th but it 
was the next rain ,4 inches ., on liarch 20th, 21st that brought up the | 
pinheads (Mycana subcapillaris). A clump of them looks like a tangle 
of white cotton with knots here and there, but if you look’. “Shsjstenisy you 
will see that each "knot" is an exquisitely fluted, nearly translucent. 
cap 3imm across. 
Pinheads shrivel quickly in the sunshine. One must look at them as soon 
aS possible after they appear. The rain that brings them up, if prolon- 
ced, will also break the minute white caps. 


Jean. Gathratith.. 
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po ete Se ee i ee Ee 
REPORT OF COIM!ITTER MEETIIUG HELD WAY 25th 1985. 


“orid Environment Day. Othe Clubs were contacted, but no specific 
arrangements were made for the day. Decided that a few people put ina 
lot of effort for not much result. On that basis we would not do any- 
thing special this year. We are concerned with the environment all the 
year. 

Treasurer reported a balance of 5607-50. 

Australia Poat requested $20.00 for registration of L.V.laturalist. 


Me Gaulton advised that area to be visited would not be suitable duc to 
the heavy rains. Excursion would be to Trafalgar Quarry wnere there are 
fossils etc...iieeting place to be the same. 


Advised of films available from Morwell Library. 

U.f.i1.C.A. advised re the Springtime Get-together at Ocean Grovedct.39 
further details in this issue and from Secretary. ; 

Publications received. 


OL I ° . eg ~ e 
Roadside Conservataon Booklet W.T.Naturalist 
€.C.V.Hewslerter ~ Geelong Naturalist 


SGAP iiaroondah Group Newsletter th 
World Wildlife fund Newsletter W.W.F. Conservation Programne, 
Australian Environment Council Newsletter. an ’ 


Unfinancial Members. If you have not paid your annual subscription ~*~ 
ote miLL be enclosed in this Waturalist. Fees: were) due in March 1905. 
“Sational Parks Office requested copies of L.V.Neturalist. 

President to contact that office pe arrangerents. 


CONSERVATION CO ORDINATOR. : ; : 
"ps thompson reported that a submission had been sent to Victorian 
Brown Coal Council. 5 I: 
Reports received from: 
‘ liortzell River Diversion Strategy Plan. ( 
Viegstern Coalfield Overburden Disposal . CSE. 


Submissions to be sent regarding these reports. 
All Club Submissions are available for members to read at any time. 


+ 


Road Traralgon on tlednesday June 22nd at. 72 30. pm 


Supper Roster June 24th. tp’ and lirs Ringin 
Wext Comittee liceting will be held. at the home of Irs Reeves, Whisvcakers 


A RECENT PLANT DISCOVERY. 


The Privet mock-olive, Notelaea ligustrina, was notived at Easter 
crowing beside a creek on private property at Cape’ Liptran. 
We usually find this small handsome tree rave enough in the hill 
country, so it was a surprise to find it in coastal sands among 
ereek flora. ; 

E. Lyndon. 


y 
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st utth Dr Calder 22.3/4/ 83. 
e 


Cxtunston ito- Boda Boots Pore 
Twelve cars assembled t Tyers for ithe «e exoursion: We “tra vellléd si 
along Fitagibbon"s ‘Road; pone sine Rintoull's Creek on a bridge which 
TIA have been damaced by the last floods, but it was quite safe. 
Along the road we stopped to study a drooping mistletoe Amyema pendulun 
Trees in the area seemed to be hosts to one oy up to 15 mistletoes. 


reset 


The more infected trees were either growing om the roadsides or along 
the dividing fence lines, where they had plenty of light for germinat- 
ion to take place. Seve ral badly infected trees had died, however Dr 
Calder felt that the mistletoes would not have killed cher, but would 
have starved the tree of water and nutrients QV eRe eeveral vears, weak- 
eninc them to such an extent that they were unable to uithstand) ithe add- 
ed stress. of ithe recent severe drought. It eels a pity the trees coul- 
dn't have held out fora longer time as we have had heavy rains ‘lately. 


“lowever several other trees just. staeting to flounder under the stress 

“ould be saved by the rains. Dr. Calder identifiedcthe mistletoe on a. 
‘tacktiood’ (Acacia melanoxylon) and fManna; Gum: (Eucs vaiminelbis)' asobeiad’ - 
Venendulum one of the common: mistletoes.. The. flowers vere yellow: gréer~ 


ith a brownish tinge. The flowers. grow in’ sets-of three with the ‘eenere 
She ABts having a flover stalk... Dr Calder broke-off a dead mistletoe et 
LHS i pert toF ‘contact with a tree to ‘show the long fibres of the Eucely 

“i and the short. brittle fibbes of the mistletoe Fisctop nena 

“Just near these dying trees ves a healthy Bes ae (Buc. obliqua) wien. 


-AOES of nuts and not one mistletoe: 


A tatelé ‘furt ther along a tucalypt of ‘the Box croup trad! the Box - 
iTatletoe CAnyena miquelit) hancsins froma branch, inuch like A. per ae 
but :chese flowers’ were brick Oped. in the EHS OA of three. but al). 
flovers having stalks’ “me flowering time for, both these species of 
mistletoe overlap so. abe binds have a good supp Sly Or. nectar and) fpua ts! 
for quite a. few: hhonths Va Sah ey Poy ste 


© 
Ease 


Waticine back “to. the cars we saw many discarded pupa cases of the 
Goat Moth Family Lepidoptera. This species, when at the lavae stage is 
very often the victim of the funrei Cordiceps and in days gone by were 
eagerly huntcd for and eaten by the Aboriginais. 


We then continued along the Walhalla Road, where croting low on 
the trunk of a Yertchulc (Buc. consideniana) was the Creeping iistletos 
Vi 


‘uellerina:eucalyptoides. This third mistletoe produces "creeping roots" 
which send secondary haustoria into the host. The leaves often yesemble 
the host Eucalypt leaves. This 1s summer flowering and on this one the 
feuits were developing, but it would be 3-4 weeks before they would be 
ripe and sticky. 


Over the road was a Dodder faire! which has the same life style 
(is a parasite) . However it starts by having a root system but when the 
ngled, .eafles stems have been able to "te 9 into" a host pliant. in ord 
sete) obta Lin ees and nutrients there igs ano further need for thear 
s so they pear and gee and the plenre Dace truly ‘parasiti on 


conta sep nes 
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HISTLETOE ecutd.. 


Lunc. was very pleasant a: the lioon’arra Dam \ ith ~1e Ne:: Holland 
Honeyeater; and Eastern Spinebiils flutte>-ing in the plar ted flowering 
eucalypts. A short valk ‘hroug 1 the nature reserve was «ijoye: by all. 
Several fungi, all shapes and colours wer: found. Banksia spinulosa 


was in ful’. bloom and several stalks of commom heati Epac cis ipressa. 
made a das. of colour. 


We f£ llowed the Tyers Gorse which is a vary pietty area. 
vr Tan Hebonald, a fcundation member of tie Wieilda Committee ave a 

bedet outl ne of the effcrts of the Comm ttee over the past years in < 
having the area proc: aimed a National Park. However the L.C.C. have re~ 
commended chat che area in question be insreasod to inelude Pe fersca's 
Lookout ar. the reserve be known as the T.ers Regioi al. Perk. 

The uietness «nd beauty >of the are: made it lard 19 bel :ive that g 
the $.E.C. A.P.M. aid other inlustries were just over the hil . 
On looking across the river to Jim's Cairn: I onee acinirec. the sitii-s, as 
well as th: actual cairn itself and once again felt it tc be e wonderful 
tribute té Jim made by members of ovr Clu> and a ges ture my family and 
I will alv-ys treasure. 


Our ‘ay ended cn top of that steep hill, with cain about to :31l, 
but even trat didn't stop us from still talking- someone suggested that 
ve were " Jattering Naturalists" rather than " Field Natiralie:s " '! 


Thanxs must go to Dr Calder who identified anc. expi ainec the diff- 
erences in the mistlctoes. We all felt we had a marvellous day par icula 
rly as we nad seen 3 of the 12 inistletoes that grow in Victoria, se we 
had identified a SIRE REGS of the species of mistletoe for all Vistoria. 


izts Pcterscn. — 


OLE FRC WELPA. 


Friday October ist. Again d.j:pite the dryness, there is that sprinctime ¢ 

flush abouc, with the fully deciduous trees nucting on their new cloak 

of green, and the fully deciduous such as Epythana_ epspc tilic and 

Dombax flciering before they burst into leaf. tiew smoots are pearing 

in the garden and in the bush, and many birds are a tive and s:emins 

to make pi 2parations for mating. The little Suabird. of course have youns - 

in nests < ready - th ley never seem to stop breeding. The thirc and final 

field surv2y for the fauna stucy in regeneration was completec las* week. 

There were some interesting surprises and differences from the ot) er « 

wetter peiiods. The numbers of frogs and septiles were fer fever than in 

wet times 1s would be expected. We caught several P” anigle mesula ' Glo 

delightful tiny mars:pial carnivores - all maie for some reascl. 

The femalc 3 mist be smarter or shyer or far less nuerou- -they wee all 

caught in oitfall traps. Also found 3 little Gelicaie mice (Re: SUdQK Ye. 
Gelicatuln3 3) which were not found aim December or April. Peter Aad | 

site in a datch of unmined forest of a few hectares rath. r Like an fei. 
and bound i by vailway line, haul ‘voads <¢ and: eivil.rsadad® re, aner. ted | 
“ine, wit) a long narrow corridor to more uncleared fore: at. 


contd...pp 3. 
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OL Gi ROW VEIPA. contd... 

it was astonishing how much | ‘life vas in it- he found 9 brush-tail possums 
including two young ones in that one area, and we imagine they must ‘be 
living there. There are a lot of of old hollor trees. And there were 
nests galore, more than tuenty ox Friar Birds, babblers, cuckoo-shrikes, 
Rainbow Lopikeets - = “they. vould be feeding out in the reseneration..as 
well as. the native forest, | but ahie peally seemed to be high density 
living. , ; 


b uv o 
jpon a Letter to iitss Galbratth. 
4 : 


THE K UG PARROTS ARE BACK Li. HOE. 


During the winter and spring of. 1982 we were visited in Moe Byce 
flocks of King Parrots. ilo doubt driven from their normal areas in the 
hills to our north by the hard winter and perhaps also due» to-some’ loss’ 
of habitat. They were seen around the town in,cons LS Ca can Cae, pepo bg 

the beginning of winter to early summer. ae 

Although quite common in. the forest emtiney We rarely see <a Si in 
our town environs, so wer delighted to count a flock of 25. looking cather 
Like large red and green flowers on hes bane branches of a Liquid foobar 

tree in our back yard. ; ; 


As far as we could see, they. Sees to have a liking for the Suds a 
on the lig™id ambar in’addition to the acorns on an Cak ina néighbotirs 


sarden.,, 
This year they are back again a little earlier. The firstcomars 
arriving just after Easter. So far they seem .to be in smaller numbers 
than last year. It will be -intevesting to sec if this vis sitation. bezone 
an | annual event , perhaps as. Judith ioe Dicees aya : 
fi day "Parrots, :when the Anew diindle 
Their POMOs fous ts and See enenbe 
This year again beney seem to" Be eruovane the acorns, and. hile ‘they. ae 
the late apples still on the trees. Of course the apples von't last f-long, 
but if we may slightly misquote Judith Wricht ae 
; reamed “9-99 see them cling and. SL Deana. SUay a ya. 
apples are no great price to pay as 
 AHDY RLGIM. 


BUVEROTUENL ChITRE BOOKSHOP 


Open ilonday to Priday DMG erOme STI Mme e ee 8 i 

Books on Conservation, walks, bicycles, plants and antmals, 
energy, Aborigines, Reolog y.... SiR gee Be a si 
HAGAZIMLS., POSTERS: STICKERS, CARDS, TSHIRTS AilD VLUDCHEATERS. 


Hatt Order. ensanine ical ee Le 
285° ‘Litele Lonsdale St. ilelbourne 3000 
“Phone 663 1561 


ALL proceeds to the CONSERVATION COUICIL or VICTORIA and ¢ 
GHVIROMNENL CENTRE. 00 cies ane 


Uz, 
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TOS OT 
B.O.C.CALP AT CAPE LIPTRAP. 


The Easter campout of the Bird Observers Club was held on a bis 
private property, a host farm, at Cape Liptrap. During the time, Wedn- 
esday to "ednesday, about 130 members set up their tents and vans in e 
sheltered valley well in from the main road and about halfway between 
road and beach. With the extensive clearing of properties on the Cape 
there are now wide sea views on each side of the road to the Lighthouse js 
and roadside flora is fast vanishing. The whole country had gr ened upd 
after the recent rains and looked its best, no cust, no mosquitoes!:. 


A small creek encircled the camp, fairly well vegetated, but the 
drought had allowed the sheep dry footing to gobble everything within 
reach of their hungry mouths. Apparently the Tender Brake Fern is unpals 
etable to sheep for this is the main survivor under the tall and anci- 
ent teatrees. Rapanea, the liuttonwood, is plentiful in these western D 
Liptrap gullies as a small tree. 


“vom all directions after tea, lugging their rugs and folding chairs, 
*o fry their fronts and cool their backs. From a distance the great 
ircle of heads silhoutted against the leaping flames and sparks called 
o mind a bygone era when the local blacks must have fathered tosether 
or one of their great corroborees. On sunday nirht entertainment was 


organised for the many children in camp and some clever mimes kept the 
audience busy guessing bird names. % 


People were free to do their own thing and came and went as their 
holiday tine perm tted. Some set up house with all comforts and sat 
on their verandahs in the sun reading, knittine, painting or entertaining 
visitors... Small excursions left each morning for different bird areas. 


Parties walked the beach or along the creek trails where kangaroos might 
be met with. We, the locals. the Drewsters and myself, acted as guides 
and showed off our local sanctuaries and wetlands. The birds c0~operated Q 
splendidly, Emu wrens, Beautiful firetails, Cape Barren geese and evan 
a pair of Noisy friar birds were listed. Altogether 128 species were re- 
corded over an area from Point Smythe to Sandy Point. The weather was 
mild and pleasant iuntil almost the last day when it turned very nasty 


wd 
indeed and caused most campers to bea ta hasty retreat. But we who left 
on sionday missed this after a most enjoyable weekend. 


Ellen Lyndon. 


LATROBE VALLEY ERUCALYPTS 
“e have dectded to reprint these articles published in the laturalist 
ti 1266, They were written by ir Bob Auchterlonie, a dedicated Field 
Jaturaltst and frtend of our Club. This tssue conmences these articles. 
Sane of the newer manbers should find these articles of qreat interest 
as they refer to the Latrobe Valley Buealypts only. 


m * = dni esau _—s - . 
eek ae SAE i fe ee ce AS Pe er a ti LU a el a Se eR 2 ES Se a PR ee” De en VE on ea a ee ee 
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REPORT OF COMMITTEE MBETIUG HELD JUTE 2and 1985. 
Treasurer reported a balance of 8683.51. 


Avrengements, for excursion to Biue Rock Dam fir halised, The tour would 
take 2 hours visiting the Dam and then visit 01d Tanjil Township. 


Arrangements made to pay petty cash to Conservation Co- Otel eene 
Correspondence relevant to conservation. 


C.C.V.News R.A.O.U: Details of courses 

S.G.A.P.Maroondah Group Newsletter. 

N.T.Naturalist _ N.E.Naturalist(Tas) 

Victorian Naturalist ECOS 

Fire Seminar ; Friends of the Earth recycling 
campaign. 


\ i submission re the Morwell River Diversion was read and discussed. 
The subrission re the Proposed recommendations Alpine area L.C.C. 
was discussed. 


liuch time is spent by iirs Thompson in preparation of these submissions 
on our behakf. 


The next Committee liceting will be held on Wednesday July 20th at the 
home of tir and iirs Wall 156 Kay Street Traralgon. at 7.30 > pm. - 


Supp er Roster July 22nd. irs Sterkenburg iirs Burns. 


LATROBE VALLEY EUCALYPTS. 


“ALL of the Latrobe Valley species have the former type of leaf, altho-- 
ugh there are two in East Gippsland with dorsi-ventral leaves. If any 
tree with this tye of leaf is found here, it vould most likely be one 
of these, Gippsland liahosany » which has been widely, planted along road- 
sides and other places, includins the row of mature trees at the Hoteen 

£ the Gippsland Arborcteun. The Vest Aust valion Red-flowering Gum pro- 
WP des another example of this jeaf form. 


The inflorescence takes the form of an wabel from the leaf axils 
in all local species‘ except the. Boxes, which also form terminal panic- 
les of bloom. The number of buds ah an umbel, and their arrangement 
gives us an important clue to identification. , Some species have seven 
buds in seometrical aprangement, six of them in sub~radial pattern, with 
one central bud; others having a random cluster [+ should be noted that 
the number of buds comprising an umbel could be any number less than 
that stated, owing to injury or failure to develop. 


The bark referred to in the key is that of trees which have passed 
the juvenile stage. The key does not include alpine or East Gippsland 
Species. In use , the reference number on the right is again picked 

up on the left, and followed through until identity is established. 
EeEUNAY: this key is not put forward as an infallible suide, and perh- 
“ps one should add those oscape letters beloved of the accountants, 
“Siete eae 


CONTON er Dae, 
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LATROBE VALLEY LUC1LYPTS. 


It will be readily conceded that Eucalypts fill a dominant place 
in the Australian landscape. From both the aesthetic and economic vierw-— 
point, they are our most important trees. Moreover, they are almost exc- 
lusively Australian, as, with the exception of some half dozen species 
extending to the islands to our nor. h, they occur naturally nowhere elsé! 
in the world. Even oun neighbour across tae Tasman, New Zealand, has no 
native eucalypts. 

The identifieation of the various species met with jn our rambles 
is not always easy. Most people are content to call them all ‘gum' trees 
and leave it at that, but the enquiring field naturalist will want to 20 


further into the matzer. The genus Eucalyptus is a very large one ,compr- 
ising over 500 species. Of these, some 60or 70 occur in Victoria, and 
between 20 and 30 in the area covercd by our Club. Yarinus keys to Ley 
tification are available, some embracing the whole genus, others the Ww 
torian memoers of it. Searching through this immense number is a formid- 
able task, so it was felt that a key to the local species would be a 
help to scie of our newer membars. With this object in view, the key 
which follows has been drawn up, including only those species found in 
the area f20m the Latrobe Valley to the coast. 

Of tis keys to identification existing, that of .F.Blakely is per- 
hans the most generally accepted. It is based in the first instance on 
the fact that the anthers of eucalypts display quite a wide range of 
variation in shape aud manner of opening, enabling them to be classified 
into groups, which are then further classified by other characters. 

‘n practice, this method is of course limited in its application to the 
flowering period of the trees. Available line drawings of buds and fruit 
while useful in some respects, can he quite misleading in others, for 
although they may depict the individual hud or fruit faithfully, they 
ape apt to ignore their proper arrangemert and numb 2p per umbel. . 


L 
r 
XN 


The genus cucal yptus is acknow'edgec to be a difficult one for a 
number of reasons. Tiere is superfiwially a close resemblance between 
certain species, particuharly in th. bark and habit of growth, influe-- 
need by soil, altitude and locelity, and whether growing singly or croyw- 
ded together in forests. Dramatic cianges in foliage occur, from the 
juvenile etage, through various int med: ate i.orms to the final mature 
stage. Bucs, flowers and fruits (capsules) when available, are more rel- 
iable, but are sometimes absent, and usuclly high out.of PEACH a. ae 
A search cf the grouid undernecth trees will often vield Droken “Ofi= 
sprays .or capsules, Dut when two or more species ave growing in provi- 
mity, it ray be difficult to dccide which tre: they have come fron. 

The same ;oblem arises in linking juven’le scedlings with mature trees: 


The rature leaves of eucalypts may be ore or other of two dis: 


rakexe 
4e CSy the isobilateral type, rare amone broad=Lleav ed plants > in wh L 
J Pp ? cow ~ 


ry 


4 
and the dc rsi-ventral type common to mos* brosd-leaved plants, in which 
upper and lower surfaces are distinct, tle upper surfaces being glossy; 
with flus: veins, and under surface dull, with veins standing out. 


v7 


CONTA. «+s + ppg 


12. 


14, 
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LAPR ORE VALLEY BUCALYPIS. contd... 


Dark smooth, except on base of trunk, periodically shed, 1. 
Bark rousch, fibrous or stringy, persistent, © Des 
3 


Number of buds in a normal, compliete umbel, three, . 
Number of buds in a normal, complete umbel, more: than three, 

+ ; : Lt ° 
Buds and capsules rough and warted, over 1.4 diameter ore be DAC 
Buds and capsules smooth, under "diameter, 5. = 


Juvenile leaves sreen, lance shaped. ...=.viminalis. 
Juvenile leaves glaucous, round,... E,pubida. 


Number of buds in a normal complete umbel seven, resularly 
arransed., 6. 


Number of buds in a normal complete umbel, seven to ten, irr- 


egularly arranged, leaf veins longitudinal,... E.pauciflora 


Footstalks of umbels flattened or angular, 7. 
Footstalks of umbels round, 8. 


ostata 


Footstalks of umbels flat, buds stalked, tell tree,.. E.cypello 
5 carpa 
Footstalks of umbels angular, buds stalkless, smell tree of the 


coastal plains, ».-.kitsoniana. 


ad 


Umbels frequently in pairs, tall shaft-like tree, ...E.regmans. 


Umbels always borne singly, a} 


Bud cap much longer than capsule, rim and valves projecting, 
ries E.tereticornis. 
Bud cap sure lensth as capsule, rim and valves flat,..E. ovata 
r 


Surface of bark irore or less furrowed longitudinally, 10. 
Surface of bark more or less even, not furrowed, ~ alas 


Bark stringy or vopy, the outer portion loosely attached and 
removeable in long strands , yes 

Bark compact, Firply attached, vemovable only in short pieces 
On nNoteat als, wis" 


Number of buds in Aponte complete umbel seven, vesularly 
apranged., 14. 


Number of buds in a normal complete umbel more than seven, 


random arrangement, 15. 


Juvenile leaves rounded’; very glaucous......h.cephalocarpa. 
Juvenile leaves lanceolate, light green,... E.huberiana. 


contd....np8 


LATROBE VALLEY iiATURALIST (3) ISSUE Ilo 235 JULY 1983 


aT: 


LS 


Zales 


22. 


2.07 


13. 


LATROBE VALLEY BUCALYPTS. contd... 


Juvenile leaves roush and hairy, capsules small, ... E.scabra. 
Juvenile leaves smooth, not hairy, capsules larger 16. 
2 Ys CBT Fer, 


Juvenile leaves thick and glaucous, srail aes medium size tree, 


ira sideniana. 


Capsule longer than broad ., valves anaes peces sed,..E.obliqua. 
Capsule broader than lone, AeGre 


Capsules stalkless, with conspicuous domed rim and valves, 
E.baxteri. 

Capsules shortly stalked, with flush rim and valves, 
E.muelleriana 


Bark flaky, scaly, orchekcered, Eoxes, 19. 
Bark sub~strihgy, interlaced, leaves peppermint scented, 20. 


Inflorescence umbels only, valves protruding,... E.bridgesiana. 
Inflorescence umbels and panicles, valves recessed, 21. 


Leaves almost or quite as broad as long, very glaucous, 
E.polyanthenos. 
Adult leaves lanceola ate, Dales 


Juvenile leaves elliptical, stalked and slaucous.§.melliodora 
Juvenile leaves heart-shaped, and stalkless,... F.bosistoana. 


Medium size tree with ascending trunk, juvenile leaves pale 

green.... E,radiata. 

Low tree with short crooked trunk, ajentdcamatae cae cee claucous , 
-dives. 


Bark very dark to black, Baten Dy hard and ph ee furrowed, 
leaves Greyish-green,..: E. Sur eng Mei 

Bark on trunk Greyish-brown, branches smooth-barked and white 
leaves dark green ,..- E.sieberiana. 


Articles | following Will have brief notes on each of the indiv- 
idual species, and the localities where they may be found. 


Dob Auchtertonie. 
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COMING EVENTS. 


Warragul F.N.C. . 
Meeting: Friday August 19th 
Speaker lie and lirs Crocombe 
MI1lford Sound Walk (illustrated) 
Excursion held on Sauk fortnicht after meeting. 


Meeting Place for excursions Civic Centre Car Park at_9.30 ai. 


“LATROBE VALLEY F.N.C. | | 
Meeting: | Friday august 26th 


Speaker: — ike Ryan (Tree planting and planning 
BS BP anti eo see in the Prarie on area) 
Excusion: =o FEw¥ Saardes August 27th. 
Meetong Place: MOrwell civic Centre at 10.00an. 
— OLd Pine Track Kay Street T'gon 


ath at. dbs 15 pin. 


—TRARS \LGON F. N. Ce end ar erage eons ae ; 
Campout — = October 7.8.9. at Wilson's Prom, 
st (Stockyard Camping Park) 


V. ie N. .C. A. SPRINGTIME ¢51 TOGETHER oF ALL cLuas. 


Océan Grove ;  Qetober sth, 9th. 
Contact Marie Allender for Motel information 03- 527 2749. 


Exeizeions and social, evenings are planned. 
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EXCURSION TO MOUNT SPEED QUARRY 28th HAY 1983. 


It was a cool but relatively fine morning when members met for 
the excursion to Mount Speed which is just out of Trafalgar. 

On arriving at the quarry we had a short wait until itp Jack Dusting 
arrived with the key to the gate. Mr Dusting who was a former employee 
act the quarry now acts as caretaker for any persons or groups wishing 
to look over the quarry as it could be dangerous if there was unlimited 
access. 

We drove up a cfinavate distance into the quarry and parked the cars, 
then proceeded to nigher levels on foot. Many and varied were the hamn- 
ers which made the quarry ring by the stone breal cers looking in vain 
for a fossilized dinosaur or some equally interestinge specimen. 


Although nothing spectacular was found, many interesting observat- 
ions were made. The beautiful iridescent colours found in the rocks was 
caused by the oxidisation of manganese and iron.Some of the colours 
were really briliiant.There were many specimens of chip size and slisht 
ly larger pieces of wood fossilized in the rock and charcoal like foss- 
ils which were possibly remains of a fire mixed into the sediment layer 
as it was laid down. Fern leaf impressions were found to be more plent- 
LEUL, on a higher level of the quarry. The sediment in the quarry is bel.. 
ieved to be between 100-120 million vears old. Some 3 or 4 times oclider 
than the coal at Yallourn. 


The quarry was opened up in the early 1920's and. continued until 
about 9 years ago wnen it was finally closed. The izount itself is nov 
me 91-121 metres less in height now than it was when the quarrying 
eis (ew 

“Some rersener ation is now taking place and the Silvertop ash (Buc 
alyptus sieberi) are re-establishing themselves on what appears to be 
solid rock. Several members gave assistance to one tree which had fal 
over but was not totally uprooted by supporting it with some rocks 
which were in plentiful supply. Prickly moses, goodenia and several 
other plants were gradually creeping back into the area. Tadpolinr was 
one occupation which kept several junior members busy for some tine. 
Ali captives being released before we left. Not to be ignored were the 
magnificent views one can get from the higher levels of the quarry 
overlooking Trafalgar and the Latrobe Valley. 


2) 
o) 


@ 


Birds were not particularly noticeable, but considering the hammer- 
ing that was done it wes. understandable that they kept their distanec. 


Wending our way back down to the car level, members ali enjoyed 
their lunch and after thanking iim Dusting for guiding our excursion - 
through the quarry and lir Bob Gaulton for his leadership and answers 


to cur queries we left for home after a quite enjoyable day. 


Iris Peterson. 
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Foliawing last Ont Bs Keys these addit ional ates provide a few 
more details of each Species ,- particularly where, these. have a local 
bearing. Full deseriptions would take up Hake too. much space here, and 
in any case, these are readily obtainable elsewhere; nor would it be 
possible to. give the full range of each specics, but.a few represent- 
ative localities where each may be found are mentioned. 


Just #s animals, human or otherwise, form their own Ssoaiau frien- - 
dships, so do Eucalyptus species appear “to form. associations one with 
another. This is often remarked DWE, but the basic reason for it is 
probably ~ that where two op more species associate, the local condit- 
ions are ¢qua+ly suited to each. Whatever it may be, we will often finc. 
Hountain Grey Gur Bere in company with Manna Gum: Red and Yellow. fox 
often: share. the same ocality, while Candlebark and Snow Gum are insep- g) 
arable friends, the spec? men of each of which may be seen growing, jus. 2 
across the road from the entrance to the Hazeiwood Arboreteum. 

Up till sbout ten-years ago, the Driffield Road just out of Morwell was 
lined with tall ahowy Candlebarks one hundred feet high, accompanied 
bySnow-Guns of lesser stature. Then without warning, every. tree was :del- 
iberately felled and removed, presumably to facilitate the take off and 
landing of'planes, which were using the adjoining paddock as an airfield. 
Thus ina few hours of thoughtless: and wanton ~ destructi on, ‘these fine 
old trees” met their end. ; 

This is‘only part of a pattern all too prequanty seen in recent 
years along our roadsides and elscuhere."Slaushter, slaughter ‘every 
where, Nor any stop tb thinki’" The field is long: time unused as an 


airfield, but no attempt wa is made to replant the poadside.’ 


Probably the species with the widest circle of riends is Messmate , 
which part ticularly favours the CORP ALY, of Peppermint, but it is also 
found mingling with liountain Grey Gum, the Stringybarks 5 Brown and eel 
low, Yertchuk, and others to a lesser ewtent. ~ “ < @) 


Some species, on the othe: hand, tend to. keep to themselves, and. 
seldom or to ea very limited extent mix with other kinds, examples « 
being Mountain Ash and hed Gum. 


The meanings o£ the specific rimes are shown in brackets except 
where these’ are obviously comme enovative. 


E.bicostata.(two pibbed, sefercing to the buds) Phetoetiens Blue Gua, 
Is easily recorniziuble by its larger, werted buds with powder-blue dus-~ 
ting.Juvonile leaves are also conspicuously powder-blie, borne on squ- 
are section shoots. The true Blue Gum, E.globulus, is similar in all 
respects excapt that the buds are born: singly in the leaf axils, ins- 
tead of in eye Scene somewhat larger. It is a Tasmanian species, 
and is ccid to occur also in Southern Gippsland. It would be worth 
while mexbenrs - oe a lookout for this single-fruited form. 
Victorian Blue Gum occurs plentifully in the heavy grey soils of the 
Tarwin River catchment area, the South Cippsland Hills, and less frec- 
uently on the northern foothills cf the Strzeleckie Ranges. 
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LATROBE VALLEY EUCALYPTS. contd... 


E.regnens contd..However, it may not have. been possible to have 
protected it from the all-consuming bush fives which have swept the 
area subsequently. The tree was duly felled by paling splitters, and 
stretched out on the ground measured 375 feet (123 metres). 

Some indication of the size of these trees is given by an old photo 
showing a stack of 10,000 6 ft.palings all split from one tree. 
Commencing 90 years ago, the transformation of this forest to farms is 
now virtually complete, and, for what consolation it may be, its place 
has been taken by some of the most highly productive pastures and pot: 
ato fields in Australia. Bulga and Tamra Valley Parks are suggested 
.as the best places to view liountain Ash today. 


E.tereticornis.(with cylindrical horns) Forest Red gun. 
The common name refers to the colour of the timber, not the flowers. 
As with the Blue Gums, so with the Red Gums, we have two closely rel- 
ated species, this one and the River Red Gum E.camaldulensis, differ- 
ing only in the shape of the cap or operculum. In the former it 1s 
quite long, projecting outwards like a horn, in the latter it is shor: 
and pointed. Forest Red Gum is the one occuring in our area, where it 
ay be found on the open grassy plains from Traralgon eastwards. 
Rugged , gnarled and twisted, they make a favourite artists'subject. 
There are several specimens at the bottom of the Hazelwood Arboreteur, 
planted by the previous owner of the land. Forest Red Gum furnishes. a 
sood example of the double operculum, more noticeable on some species 
than others. The outer one, thin and papery,represents the calyx or 
sepals, fused together, and is shed first, followed by the main or inner 
one, representing the corolla or petals likewise fused together, whica 
is pushed off by the developing anthers at flowerins time. In some 
species the two caps remain closely attached, and are shed as one. 
River Red Gum is found throughout Australia, usually along the rivers 
and watercourses of the inland. Our nearest examples occur in the Dan4i- 
enong Hallam area. 


E,ovata. (egg-shaped, referring to the juvenile leaves). Swamp Gum. 
Makes a geometrically precise 7 flowered umbel, with slender stalks 
and footstalk. Capsule and cap are triangular in section and of like 
dimensions. Leaves often have wavy or undulating margins. : 
Swamp Guin is founf throughout our area, usually near streams op in lew 
lying places, but occasionally extending up the hillsides. 


to be concluded in the next issue of Naturalist. 


these articles by the late lir Bob Auchterlonie were published in the 
L.V.F.N.C.Hewsletter October, ilovember ,December 1956. 


Fs 
at 
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EXCURSION TO MOUNT WORTH. — 25/6/83 


For once the weather forecast of rain hail and. strong winds was 
correct, but this did not stop nine cars and passengers from assembling 
at the meeting place at Darnum. Everyone was suitably dressed for suci: 
a day and all were anxious to be off. I couldn't but. think that only 
iiad Dogs and Field Naturalists would brave such conditions {3 


We travelled towards the Strzelecki Ranges through very pretty 
country to iit. Worth State Park. The following is a short history of 
the park. In 1970 the Warragul Shire Council and the Warragul Field 
ilaturalists Club worked together to have the valley of iloonlicht Cree: 
proclaimed a National Park. Over the years the State Government has 
purchased further freehold land(usually. parks are proclaimed. On. fesecita 

Land) and now the park boundaries are the Grand. Ridge Road, ifcDonaids 
Track and Sargassers road. The area has moonlight creek flowing east, 
the _ West. Tarwin flowing south - these gullies have more ‘or less escaved 


“clearing and support many ferns, mosses and lichens as well as smail 


stands of ‘outstanding Mountain Grey Gums (E. cypellocarpa) and liountain 
Ash (E.regnans), Silver Wattle (A.dealbata) and Blackwood. (A.melanoxy 
lon). This area is also valuable as a refuse for many animals and bap ' ‘So 
Part of the park is high ahd includes the highest peak on McDonald® 
Track - Mt Worth -named after an early settler to. the area Richard © So oth 
Early settlers to the whole area must have faced a mighty challenge SE 
clear the land-.of such tremendous Eucalypts in such hilly country, aid 
in such wet conditions and with the equipment. in use at the time. 

Tt had to be done in order to establish farms and make a living for 
their families. The Gullies such as Moonlight Creek were much harder 
work and were left relatively untouched, but even then ate least a0 
tjuber. ‘mills were known to have ayacrsieial within the area of the park 
over a period of 70 years. A few sawdust heaps and old rusting pieces 
of machinery are still to be seen as evidence of these activities. 


It was decided to divide into two groups -the long walkers would 
carry their lunch and walk for several hours: under the leadership of’ 
tir Brooks. :-The short walkers would walk until lunch time ~and then veturn 
being led by lirs Brooks Gene one eps | 
The short walkers onload the valley of Hoonlight Creek, everything 
was drippins wet ‘and looking just as’ a “Forest Gully in Ws inter ' should 
look. Ferns, fungi, lichens and mosses were most recognised from-the » 


slides of the prevoous | Nignt . le found a perfect specimen of Cordycer 3. 
Being the month of June the Lyrebirds were at their best.and went wi gat 7 


through their erepertoire. It really was a privelege to listen to’ suci_ 


an outstanding concert, so loud and clear it could be heard through + tag 


whole valley. It was one of those rare moments. 


We came back out of the shelter of the mountains and tall trees 
to a positive gale, rain, hail and even snow!!! . However though we vere 
all wet, frozen and hungry we agreed we had had a wonderful” day. 6 ote, 
ALL voued <*o visit the park again in better weather when we could Sop: 


and study the plants without eal eeea Ne to death i:: 


Iris Peterson. 


LATROBE VALLEY NATURALIST (6) ISSUE No 236 AUGUST 1983 


REPORT OF COMMITTEE HEETI ING HELD JULY 20th 1903. 


The bank balance stands-at 725.51 less amount overpaid by members - 
INSETS for payment. Postage Naturalist $50. 00 : 

_ .Retty. Cash Cons. Co-ord. $-20. 00 
Senate: that the. Treasurer *cstimate the’ probable expenses for the 
year and place an amount in a higher interest AC SOURE on 3 month call. 


August lieeting: dir Ryan will speak on Landscaping and tree planting ii » 
the Traralgon area. lirs Reeves to contact Mr Ryan re inclusion oe eo uces." 
Crinigan Rd Reserve in excursion. a 

Arrangements as printed on front cover. 8 eee x 


Correspondence, Shire of Morwell re Latrobe Regional Committee Bill: 
National Heart Foundation re donation and door ence. 
Baringa Special School Moe ..Financial help. §) 
Westfield Nat .Club Assoc. re tours. Rs 
Friends of the Earth ..Roxby Downs Uranium Mining. 
pial Guidlines for Alpine Submission 
-E.Naturalist (fas). N.T.Naturalist .Viec Environs. 
5. G.A.P.ijaroondah Group newsletter. eB S 
ALL correspondence to be tabled at General meetings. 


Boat Trip. The boat holds 49 people and will cost $200.00 Je the d yy 
wecided that the charge be:- Adults $6.00 Children $4.00: , 
6-16 years 


This would ensure hire cost covered in case of late cancellations/: 
Sookings and money to be taken at General iieeting. 


Conservation Co-ordinator. 
Questionaire from University of woolongong re- ‘victorian Coats ease 
lirs Thompson will forward completed forms. 
Chairman of the Gormandale Committee pequestec informat ion re thee 

Kinhill Report for their submission. F 
Fisheries. and wildlife request help in their projects. ¥ ay 
Jack Smith's Lake, Heart REserve, Dowds li0wass, Sele Conticns pane pr aks 
iOrass and Lake Coleman are alli in the SNS oir: see 
Wie would be willing to help but suggest that the projects should be 
covered by sroups wothin that area. 
iinistry of conservation have written re Presenting comments on lit 
Stirling, near iit Buller.(we have already commented on that area) A 


The next business meeting will be held on Wednesday August 24th at hay 
the home of Hr and lips iubeke. 221a Helen Street liorwell ae Hig se pe | a 


Supper roster Kuraoett “26th. lirs pees "Jane Sanalovaniea se 
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LATROBE. VALLEY EUCALYPTS 
concluding article by Mr Bob Auchterlonie. 


This month the rough ~barked species are reviewed. 


Eucalyptus cephalocarpa (heads of fruit). Silver-leaf Stringybark. 
A small to medium size tree, confined to the poorer soils, its glauc- 
ous juvenile foliage is the “chief source of the gum tips used for int- 
erior decoration. Individual trees sometimes display a reluctance to 


« 


. Switch over from the juvenile to the adult stage, and fully grown trees 


with flowers and fruits may be found still clothed entirely with juven- 
ile foliage. the adult leaves are narrow lanceolate, and are not glau- 


cous. Abundant around ioe, while picturesque groves of it line the 
Prince's Highway north of Bunyip. 


E.huberiana(Rough-barked Ribbon Gum), a rather unsuitable common 
name. buds and fruits resemble Manna -um, but are always in sevens. 
A small tree of infrequent occurence, but may be seen at Edward Hunter 
Reserve, the Walhalla road, iioe, Driffield, and Junction of the Prince's 
ilighway with Fogarty's Road. 


E.scabpa. (rough). White Stringybark, is also not common here,but 
occurs on the sandy area on the Traralgon- Gormandale road. Buds and 
capa are quite small, and up to fifteen in an umbel. Juvenile le 

es covered with short bristles. 


' E.consideniana. Yertchuk, more often ‘called Prickly Stringy. 
A small to medium size tree. Haunted Hills, Trig Point, golden Gully 
Road, Darlimurla. : 


E.obliqua( slanting unequal~sided leaves) .Messmate. 
Although many eucalypts have unequal ~sided leaves, this character is 
possessed to.a marked extent by Messmate,and it is nat uncommon for 
tivo thirds of the leaf area to be on one side of the midrib, with one 
third on the other. Umbels may contain up to 12 buds, arranged at ran- 


’ dom, and yellow in colour. Occasional panicles are formed. E.obliqua 


was one of the first eucalypts to be described and named, from mater- 
ial collected in Van Diemen's Land almost. two centuries ago. It is the 
most widespread species in our area, and occurs throughout, with the 
exception of the drier parts in the east. It is a favourite with campers 
its soft fibrous bark providing kindling material even in the wetter 

. weather. 


E.baxteri. Brown Stringybar. - A large tree with a superficial res- 
emblance to the previous species, but differing materilaay in the fru- 
its, which are quite broad and stalkless, and form tight globular. clu~ 
sters. Golden Gully and iiountain Hut roads, Yinnar South and Darlin- 
urla,. 

E.muelleriana. Yellow Stringybark. The inner bari is yellow. 
Is confined to small areas in the Latrobe Valley such as Explorers 
Road and Whitelaw's Track, Yinnar South, but is much more plentiful 
in the eastern part of South Gippsland. 


contd... pp2 
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LATROBE VALLEY HUCALYPTS. CONC Cmwers 
E.bridgesiana.But-But, also called Apple Sox. 
ALE hough this. possesses a Dox ‘-like bark, it does not form the panicles 


-of bloom which distinguish the trie boxes. Is fairly widespread , 
iiazelizood, Tyers, Driffield, ifirboo North. 


* 


E.polyanthemos (many flowered) Red Box. Forms a broad crowned . 
tree with long drooping branches, and very glaucous foliage, sometines 
with an underlying plum colour. It has the broadest leaves of any of 
our eucalypts; the juvenile leaves may be broader than long, with a 
terminal notch instead of a point. Red Box is confined to the eastern | 
portion of our area, where both rainfall and altitudes are lower -than | 
in the west. 


E.melliodora (honey scented),Yellow Box. The source of our best) 


quality honey, this has the same range as the. previous species. 

Young growth is glaucous, but this disappears as it m matures. Just | 
prior to opening, the buds take on an attractive waxy appearance, creat 
coloured with a acy flush. They are BAHT in both ect umbels of 
Sevens and leafy panicles. 


E.bosistcana. Gippsland Box. A large tree with a much more lin- 
ited wanes than the previous two. Yinnar south, Upper flynn... | 


E.radiata. (vay-like). Peppermint. the specific name refers to | 
the umbels; which may have up to 30 or more quite small buds’ eater iat 
outwards in all directions. Older trees develop a weeping form of 
growth. Common throughout. Classification of the Peppermints presents 
problems, and has been marked over the years by shuffling and name- 
changing, and finality may not yet be reached. pie 


E.dives. (mich). Bbroad-leaf or Blue Peppermint. Differs from the _ 
previous species in that the juvenile leaves are broad and glaucous , | 
the fruits are slightly larger, and the tree smaller. It rdoers. Osea 
profusely, and is confined to tne loose sandy soils. ee { 


E.sideroxylon. (iron wood). Red Ironbark. This tough trée chooses | 


a tough environment, in the gravelly and stoney foothills north of 
Glengarry, Cowarr etc.. It yields the hardest and most durable of our | 
timbers, pink to reddish in colour. the flowers vary from cream to rosé 
pink. are quite large, and borne in threes. Red Ironbark in flower | 
seems to ‘possess an irresistible attraction for Wattle Birds, wjich | 
assemble in large numbers to feed on its nectar, the while giving vent 


¥ 


to the wierd variations of their vocal repertoire. ge 
E.sieberiana. Silvertop.. The bark of saplings is bluish. colours | 


followed by a stage with an attractive lacy pattern, and eventually 

the hard adult type. A young tree with the lacy bark on trunk, silver | 
white branches, and deep red twigs, makes a handsome specimen, ; | 
On account of its hard thick bark, and clean unbranched bole, Silver- 
top is one of our most fire-resistant. eucalypts -fires which severely 
damage other species leaving it unharmed. licDonald's Track, iountain 
liut road, Moe south. Fairly widespread. | 


| 


Comcd. ... eer 
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LATROBE VALLEY EBUCALYPTS . contd... 


Finally a mote on hybrids. From time to time trees are found © 
intermediate in character between two species, and which may be Deed 
sumed to be the result of cross-pollination. A few years ago, such é 
tree grew near the Narracan township, where the prevailing species. are 

. Manna Gum, Mountain Grey Gum, and Swamp Gum. this tree had the buds 
and fruits typical of iiountain Grey gum, with flattened peduncle ,but’ 
they were all borne in threes, as in llanna Gum. the tree was eventual! LY 
* cut down to make way for an S.E.C.power line. Trees intermediate bet- 
ween | Mountain Ash and ilessmate are not uncommon. & 


References: Reppert ton iniaoe Your Own Trees! 
ee Dake ty) ase Key ato tie Busey tabs, 
Ue DEatNen es of Agriculture. 'The Hone ey Flora of 
a : Victoria ie 
f Remasikewy and Timber Bureau Canberra. 
‘Eucalyptus Buds and Fruits'. 
Bob Auchterlonie. 


Ve hope readers will find these reprinted articles helpful in 
identifying the: local EN eR PES : Ed. 


BUTTERFLIES. 


When I.was very young » about 6 or 7, a school concert was appan~ 

ged at No 1617. Wy share of it was to recite a poem. 

At the appointed hour ‘I was pushed out from the wings and tottered 

out on to the stage in front of that sea of faces, there tmust 
have been at least twenty of them! Somehow I managed to deliver ~ 

the following gem of natural history. ke EE 


t liy teacher told me yesterday 
And she is very wise — 
That horrid little squirmy worms — 
ifake lovely butterflies. 


But I heard Bridget tell fiamna 
“ And she asid it it with a sigh . 
"Ah ilum, it is the hot brown scones 
That make the butter fly ! 
Ellen Lyndon. 
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iOUNT VORTH i EXCURSION PART 2. 25/6/83. 


With the rain still falling, 10 hardy Cor should I say fool-hardy) 
walkers, decided to continue on for the remainder of the walk- a total 
distance of approximately 5 ign. We left the main grcup near where the 
twin-tree track rejoined the main track and soon after were climbing 
Rough Tree Fern Spur, which soire of us thought might have been more 
aptly named Blanket-leaf spur! There were some magnificent “old man” 
Blanket-leaf trees scattered amongst the Tree-ferns both rough and 
smooth. AD 

there were beautiful gardens of Kangaroo Ferns, crustose andfoli- 
ose lichens and several different species of mosses on many of the Do-- 
wood trees. There were also several speciesof ferns including Mother- 
shield, tard-water, and the occasional Bat's-wing fern sighted along 
this section of the walk. 


As we neared the top of Rough Tree-~fern spur, the rain stopped 
and it began to hail - the theme of the walk~ Fern gullies in Winter 
could not have been more appropriate! . Having reached the top, lunch 
break was called for and while most of us stood or sat on our haunches 
eating our lunches in the rain, our leader Jack Brooks took the luxury 
of sitting on a spare coat. We had hardly been there 10 minutes: when 
we were beset by another hail storm and in no time the sround around us 
vas white with hail-stones. When iir Brooks got to his feet shortly 
ulterwards, he discovered to his dismay that he had been sitting in a 
pool of water and ice. 


“e continued along the top of the ridge, getting used to the hail 


bag oe 3 
storms which continued, and it was here, I think liv Brooks pointed out 
a young Turnip-wocd Tree. lie told us a very sad story of the only two 
adult Tirnip-wood trees he has ever seen which used to grow on a near- 
by farm property until the farmer had them bull-dozed out. Mr Brooks 
also pointed out Stinkwood trees along this trail and it wes here as 
well that we began to try to sort out the Cassinias and helichrysums 
but with little success. The predominant ferns in this area were Brack2n 
fern, together with some Kangaroo-fern and of course both types of Tree 


fern. There were also lichens and a variety of mosses. 


The next part of the -tri:: was around the head of Moonlight Creek 
and down into Lyrebird Gully which lived up to its name with aLyrebirc 
putting on a lovely solo concert.We could hear him singing together 
with several other Lyrebirds throughout most of the walk and he didn't 
seem tomind at all when we seemed to passquite close to-him. 


Here we began to see most of the "wet climate" ferns such as Fish~ 
ferns, Veined Bristle-fern, Shiny Fi.my~fern, liaiden -hair, Long Fork- 
ferns as well as most of the species mentioned earlier also a slender 
Tree-fern. /We were busy studying all kinds of ferns, lichens and 
mosses on quite a thick tree when we suddenly realised it was a huge 
"old man'' cassinia I really regretted not being able to photograph it. 


GOntdhwrss pp 5 
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MOUNT WORTH EXCURSION PART 2. ——-25/6/83 


as we scrambled and slid down the steep sides of the sully looking 
for the slender Tree-fern, we passed under a couple oflarge Mountain 
Ash which had seratch marks on the trunks where Sugar Gliders had been 
landing. We also discovered an old Wedge- tailed Eagie's nest high in 
a Mountain Ash tree. Other plants of note were Nountain Correa, Musi 
bush, several species of Olearia, Pomaderris and Fieldia . 
Although there wasn't a lot of fungi » we did see some magnificent 
dark brown shelf fungi with a white fringe and some smaller white ones. 
There were fan-fungi and a gorgeous patch of small bright orange fung 
near the base of a tree. 


When we finally returned to the cars most of the rest of the party 
had already left and so ended a most enjoyable day. Our thanks to lin 
and lirs Brooks for their leadership in spite of the weather. 


Jane Purbrick. 
CORRECTIONS. 


July Naturalist Page 2. Par 3. Line 3 should read. On looking 
across the river to Jim's cairn I once again admired the siting..... 


August Naturalist. Excursion to Mount Speed Quarry article was 
. written by Jean lierson. 


Apologies from the editor. 


ROTAMAH ISLAND COURSES. ReA. OUT 
Finding Nests Allan Burbidge 14-17 October 
Native Animals Julie Raines 29 Oct- 1 November 


Ants and CHINES Insects Allan Anderson and iiary-anne iicKaige 
2 - & December 
For information re courses contact Allan Burbidge or Julie Raines 
at Rotamah Island Bird Observatory P.0.BOx 75 Paynesville Vic. 3880 
Phone (051)566 398. 


——<——$—$—$— $—$—$$ $$$ —$ 


Recent Plant Liscoverics. 


. Ciininenis Serub, Cassinia arcuta, a relative of the common 
dogwood, a plant of the central soldfields area, is apparently touring 

» around ne country with road- -making machinery or falling off the back’ 
of cattle transports. it is appearing by new roadsides or following 
new work, in Gippsland, in stich places as Stradbroke, ltiorwell area 
and Leongatha North. It will probably go unnoticed when not in flower 
but the brown tassels mark it for. a strenger. Watch for it, as I think 
its on the noxious list 


Ellen Lyndon. 


a 
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REPORT. OF COMMITTEE WESTING HELD AUGUST 24th 1983. 
REGIONAL COMMUNITY BILL. 


ie Lubeke reported that, he a see the meeting re this bill. 
jiost councils are not in favour of the Dill. 


a 


SE Or An amount of oe fat has been placed on 30 day call.at:: 
a higher rate of interest. Aapof : 
Subscription to ECOS TO be paid $5.00 

BOAT TRIP. 

This will take place as arranged. 37 people have booked so cost of 

the boat is paid for. iirs Johnstone to be the guest of the Club. 


EXTRA EXCURSION 
October 15th as announced in programme. Details on front cover. 
Correspondence _ . 
Fisheries and Wildlife re project. C.S.I.R.0. re Wombats in the area 
Yarram Cons. Group re Victorian Timber Industry 
<inistry ofConservation List of projects being undertaken 
Forest Commission re symposium on controlled burning and firefighting. 
isheries. and Wildlife re Sth Gippsland Marine and wildlife rederves 
eininar.. Forest economies 
Cy V.News.C.C.V.Alpine Resorts Community Bill 
-G.A.P.Naroondah Group Newsletter and Advert for display. 
et Vic Naturalist Club Association re tours. 
orld Wildlife newsletter . Escort Tours of Little Desert. 


Le cd fet 


No action to .be taken re Vic Timber Industry. 

Secretary to contact C.S.1I.R.0.re Wombats. wis os 

iip Wall reported that no firm answer from Forestry re campout Jan1$84 
Further investigations re alternatives beings taken . 

iiembers to be asked for sugsesticns for 1984 programie. 

6 months had passed since costs of ilaturalist was discussed. 


discussion deferred to Sept tember business meeting when the editor and 
treasurer would be pueecn= 


CONSERVATION Co-ORDINATOR: Letter received from liinistry of Conserv~ 
ation re discussion paper on a State Conservatmon Strategy would soon 
be available for comments. mt bye alte 
Copy of C.C.V.submission re Victorian Coalfields received. 

General disappointment in the submission . 


The next business meeting will be held on Wednesday pe eiuace 21st at 
the home of yee: Walls 156 Kay street Traralgon ate]. 30 “pms 


SUPPER ROSTER September 23rd» Mrs Padfield irs ee 


LATROBE VALLEY WATURALIST 
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COMING EVENTS. 


WARRAGUL F.N.C. 
MECEATI Pita ee : 


Friday October 2ist 
oa RS é "Members Night" _ 
Excursion : - Sunday NOvember 13th 
= Ss Gores Secretary for details. 


aTRORE. VALLEY F.W.C. i: 
Meeting: : a Qetober 28th 
Speaker: sraiieee. bs ie We CAne “Propagation of Native 
Plants" | 


_ Excursion: - Bes eee es ‘Saturday October 29th. 

oe a es _-—~—s to: the Channel Country (Avon River) 
‘Useting Place: : fe are — Old BIS use FEI, Heyfield at 
ee as . ze ‘10. 00 am 


= ee = Releedt ee “Promontory November 3,4,5, 
pier ogee 3 ae rae oes _ embers: to make own arrangements. 


= ‘TRARALGOW Ee. See 3 | 
Ee aS eM TE ees ae re Bae ae ovenber uth 
= Speakers Se Se eee ne ed Cooke | phepee tee: 


—-— Hrs Ringin: has advised sees H8a0 arrangements are in eter per 
ae Christmas party at BUndilla. Signs will be in place aus the 
oe are Looking: pened Ee: the: es December Eth gay 
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BLUE ROCK DAI. 22/7/83 


It is easy to believe that dam buildjng has not been the most 
popular vocation to pursue in recent times, be it on a wild river in 
Tasmania or a peaceful river valley in Gippsland. As we in the Latr- 
obe Valley know well, someone's interests are always affected by any 
large scale development, be it highways, new power stations or new 
dams . 

At the July meeting, li~w Tony Wessington, Resident Geologist, 
with the State Rivers and Water Supply Commission, at the Blue Rock 
Dam, Situated on the Tanjil river, North of Noe near the township of 
Willowgrove, spoke on the development of the dam from the initial 
planning to the present, almost completed stage. ile Wessington's 
talk was very well prepared and illustrated with slides and charts. 
The following is a report of the talk at the meeting and the excurs-~ 
ion to the dam site the next day. ls . 


A Parliamentary Public Works committee Inquiry was commenced in 
1972 to study ways to harness and conserve Latrobe river water. 
The Inquiry was to last six years and included input from the S.E.C.V. 
the S.R.&W.S.C. and the public. On September 19, 1978, the P.P.W.C.1I. 
recommended the construction of a dam on the Tanjil River. 


liany people representing many sciences were involved with the dam 
construction; some of these sciences were hydrology, hydrography, 
meteorology, geology, geomorphology,seismicity, topography, cartogr- 
aphy, botany, biology, ecology etc.. The accumulated results, of the 
scientific studies are used by engineers to determine the siting and 
type of construction of the dam wall. 


Dam walls are usually of either concrete and stone, or rockfill 
embankment type construction, with the rockfill embankment wall being 
favoured whenever possible as, provided suitable materials are avail- 
able close to the construction site, this type of construction has a 
distinet economic advantage over the concrete and stone type constr- 
uction. 

The purpose of the wall is, of course, to hold back a large vol- 
ume of water, and the major influence on the volume is the rainfall 
over the catchment area. The Tanjil river is in the iit Baw Baw cat- 
chment and the rainfall at Baw Batr averages 1600ma per annum, ana 
<his varies to 9506 mm at Willowgrove. The total Latrobe river catch- 
ment is in the vicinity of 4000 square kilometres, of which the Tan- 
4ilRiver catchment is approximately 370 square kilometres. 


A problem has been the decline in rainfall in recent years, as - 
evidenced by the figures for the Moe area, which ranged from an aver~ 
ase near 1000mm in the years 1970-1977, to 819m in 1980, 800mm in - 
1981 to 748mm in 1982. Approximately 10% of the rainfall in the moun- 
tains finishes up in streams, as runoff, or from springs. 


contd..-.pp2 


ee 
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. BLUE. ROCK-DAIi. «9 contd... 

Four possible sites on the Tanjil River were considered for the 
Blue rock dam and reports indicated that there were no environmental 
factors to cause concern at any of the proposed sites. 

The final decision best met the main requirements in dam puilding- 
retaining the greatest volume of water, an estimated 200,000 mega~ 
litres for the Blue Rock Dam, behind the smallest possible wall. 

The type of dam favoured for the site was the rockfill embankment con- 
struction. the name Blue Rock came from the blue colour of the broken 
rock used to face the dam wall. 


_ Construction of the dam commenced in October 1979 and it is exp- 
ected to commence storing water in October 1983. The drought condit- 
ions. e: ‘perienced in recent years, which gave a high priority to.the 
completion of the dam at the earliest possible date, also gave excell~ 
ent conditions for dam construction, and completion will be one year 
ahead: of the original scheduled date: Favourable weather conditions 
are an important factor in any type of dam construation. 


- Some geological problems were ci ‘perienced during construction. «° 
Prequent faulting in the rock face resulted in a-number of rock slides 
during construction and required stabilising with concrete to smooth 
the rock face. Suggestions had been made that features known as ‘deep 
leads" would cause problems by allowing seepage of water from the dam. 
The deep leads are ancient river beds which had, over thousands of 
years, been filled with gravels, sands and clay. It was thought that 
water would leak into and flow through the deep leads and emerge out- 2 
side the dam, thus the efficiency of the dam would be severely dimin-. .., 
ished. Investigations showed that the deep leads had been naturally’ 
sealed with clay which was very hard and would not allow seepage into 
the gravels and sands below. 


Water use from the dam is committed even before a drop has been 
stored. liowever, flow and salinity will finally determine where the 
water will be finally used. The people who are dependent on the Moon- 
darra Dam for their water supply were pleased to know that a pipeline 
would go to that dam for "topping up" in years when the Tyers River 
flow is down. The dam will allow an assured flow downstream in the 
Tanjil river and this will result in an improvement in the river ecol- 
ogy in the summer months. © ; 


It is the Latrobe Valley industries , particularly the power indu~ 
stry, which will be the major users of water from the: ‘dam. éy’ . 


Armed with this background information, about 40 people assembled 
at the site construction village on Saturday morning to view the Blue 


Rock Dam in the "flesh". } 
ite Tony Wessington proved to be as excellent a guide at the site as he 
had been a speaker at the meeting the night before. 


contd. .pp 3 
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BLUE ROCK DAN.  eontd... 


The starting point was inside the dam at the base of the outlet 
tower, still to be completed. The river flows: through a tunnel under 
the wall until the dam is completed. A subsidiary system allows for a 
flow into the river downstream before the water level in. the dam reac- 
hes the outlet tower and also in years of drought when the level of 
water in the dam is below the outlet tower. Examples were seen..of where 
slips in the bedding plains had been stabilised with conerete and mesh 

coverings placed to prevent weathering. 


A drive across the wall to see the concrete spillway under constr- 
uction was next and it was interesting to stand in the centre of the 
spillway and look down on the vast area of conerete over which the 
overflow: from the dam will race down to the river below. Also of int- 
erest was the ogee curve (S shaped curve) at the top of the spillway, 
which is a force reducing barrier and breaks the velocity of the water 
just before it flows over the spillway. President Jim explained that 
the ogee principle can also be seen on some shi pe® as a protrusion on. 
the bow(sharp end) below the water line. 


On this side of the wall the centre clay core tna the sand filters 
were exposed.the core is triangular in shape, being some 78 metres at 
the base, narrowing to approximately 4 metres across at the top, and 
extends the full léngth of the wall. The filters are 3 metres wide 
with a course and fine filter.each side of the clay core as support 
for the core and drainage of seepage at a controlled rate. 


The wall of cha dam is faced with mudstone and although. it: had 
been in palce for about a year, severe weathering of the stone’was ob- 
served. As the wave action of stored water would have a further: dama- 
ging effect, a 200nm skin of concrete was being placed over “the stone 
for protection. 


The next area to be inspected was the bottom of the wall on the 
downstream side. liere the river was pouring out through the tunnel 
under the wall, and also to be seen was the rock lined plunge _pooi ‘at 
the bottom of the spillway, so designed to prevent the flow of water 
off the spillway causing an erosion problen. 


As mentioned earlier, one of the advantages SE the dam is the. ass- 
ured flow of water in the Tanjil piver in the dry months of the year. 
Provision has been made: to take water from the top 3 metres of water 
in the dam as the deeper water is considerably colder as well as lack- 
ing oxygen, and is not suitable for releasing onto the stream. 


On completion of the construction work, a committee will plan the 
landscaping of the area around the eee and determine what recreational 
activities will be permitted. eae 


After lunch, a visit was made upstream to the site of Old Tanjil, 
an alluvial gold mining site on the river, now deserted and with very 
little evidence to indicate that a bustling commune y: once existed 
here. 

contd. .ppy 
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BLUE ROCK DAIt. E contd. «. 


Red Lowry Parrots and Lyrebirds were observed to make up part of the 
community there now, although perhaps not for long, as the Forests 
Commission is arranging the removal of all useable timber and burning 
the debris. the reason for this is that this area will be submerged 
as the dam fills. The water will extend for some 24 kilometres upst- 
ream from the wall, and will be 5 times larger than Moondarra, when 
the dam is filled. 


An interesting feature, also to be lost below the water, is a cut- 
fing dug through a bend in the river to form a race, made by and used 
by miners to sluice for gold. 


As the Field Naturalists thought that this would be the last Opp 
ortunity to visit this area before it is flooded, most busied themsel- 
ves collecting " souvenirs" along the river bank before departing. 


All present expressed their appreciation to Mr Tony Wessington 
for what had been a most comprehensive and informative tour of the dam 
site and an interesting visit to the historic site of Old Tanjil. 


Bruce Adams. 


URBAN LANDSCAPING 
talk by liv Ryan 26/8/83 


Mr Ryan opened his talk by saying that he hoped to offer the Club 
something different in the way of subject matter than may be usual. 
iis subject was to be Urban Landscaping. The Town and Country Planning 
Act requires a permit to be issued before any building may be constr- 
ucted. A landscape plan submission is part of the requirement in obt- 
aining a permit and responsible authorities insist poe this require- 
ment being met. However, developers sometimes provide poor landscape 
plans and do not budget sufficient funds for this part of their devel- 
opment project. Mr Ryan went on to detail aspects of four categories 
of urban development. 
ee Commercial areas. These include office buildings, super- 
markets , petrol stations, hotels and carparks. A number of plans which 


had been submitted py developers were shown throughout the evening to 


ee 


demonstrate the standard of submission Mr Ryan was expecting. 

Each plan was evaluated for its suitability to the particular deuelop- 
ment. For example, petrol stations require plants which will thrive 

in the inevitable fumes from the petrol. Car Parks require the "see 
over or under" principle. Plants in car parks must either be below the 
drivers vision or grow to have their lowest branches above the driv- 
ers vision. 


contd. . pps 
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URBAN LANDSGAPING.. ve contd... 
2. Industrial _ A wide range of landscape require- 


ments apply to industrial sites. The reasons for ‘landscaping these 
aveas fall into three categories; screening, beautification ‘and soft~ 
ening. Developers need to be 'sold' a plan usually based on low init= 
ial cost using plants. in tubes or pots and low maintainance such as 
using a light weedicide annually and no grass for regular mowing. 
lip Ryan told us that Traralgon City Council are attempting to improve 
the Argyle Street approach to the city by persuading the residents to 
participate in landscaping and are having some success. 


3 Residential areas- Flats. _ Neither landlords nor tennants are’ 
keen to landscape or maintain. Flats and units often look bare and 
unattractive. It was explained that local authorities should not give 
certificates of occupancy unless landscaping is' done and much effort 
is needed to persuade builders to co-operate. The Sunset Waters devel- 
opment in Traralgon was discussed. This special development of lake _ 
and park is experimental and there may be problems in the future with 
access to undeneLound services when having so many street trees. 


u, Parks and. Gardens. The upkeep of parks and gardens is 

a large part of the work and costs of councils.Traralgon City Council 
budget approximately $500,000 annually for parks and gardens upkeep. 

in the past,;: passive means parks were established but these have the 
disadvantages of long fence lines. The trend is now towards large open 
parks ‘for passive recreetion. A landscape overview is currently being 
prepared by the City of Traralgon. Mr Ryan explained the importance 

of public involvement in landscaping ventures. He gave the example oe 
1000 children each planting a tree in a recent projeet. This sort of - 
community help gave a great deal of satisfaction to many, but also cre- 
ated work for the council rather than saving work. With greater public 
involvement there was usually a greater reduction in vandalism. 


hp Ryan then talked about a strategy plan for the City of Traralgon. 
thee Traralgon Creek Recreation Sitydy. 
A grant from the Department of. Youth 
Sport and Recreation is being used to hire consultants to-produce a 
series of proposals for this area: Activities like-josging, walking 
and cycling are suggested. Public involvement will be sought to choose 
a plan and commit council to work on it year by year. 


2. Future Botanic Garden. Two steps have been taken. 

An excellent site has been made available by the Health Department and 
a minimum maintanence botanic park is pose proposed. Funds are not 
currently available for works. 


um List of Indigenous Trees. Mr Ryan Waa list of trees prepared 
in the early days of settlement. He intends soon to produce a book of 
local indigenous trees to be available to the public. Help was sought 
from this Club to locate and identify trees, to prepare a list for prot- 
ection to be submitted to Council. 


This article by llr D.Wilbraham. will be continued in the 


LATROBE VALLEY NATURALIST (6) ISSUE No 238 OCTOBER 1983 


REPORT OF CONMITTEE MEETING HELD SEPTEMBER 21st 1983. 


January Campout. iirs Reeves had booked the Traralgon High School Camp 
and deposit has been forwarded. Charge to be $5.50 per person per 
night. 

tioe Educatjon Centre advised that a charge of $5.00 per night for the 
hire of hall to be levied from September. 


iiIss Galbraith advised that a supply of her new book will be availabie 
at a reduced cost. Contact Secretary if interested in purchasing. 


Arrangements finalised for October excursion. 

Edward Hunter Reserve Committee. Hr Ken lticDonald is willing to be our 
representative on this committee, but is concerned that he is unable 
to attend many meetings due to shift work,. Mr S.lMathews is interested 
and will also attend these meetings on our behalf. 

1884 Programme. 

Several suggestions had been received from members and a meeting will 
be held to arrange the programme. 


Expenses re the duplicator and typewriter as well as increased postal 
charges were discussed. Decided that we could hold the price of the 
Naturalist at $6.00 for this year at least. 

iiowever in view of the charge being made for the meeting room it was 
decided to recommend that an increase in the General membership be 
made. Naturalist $6.00 Single $8.00 Family $10.00 

This increase if acceptable to members will be moved at the Annual 
lieeting in MArch 1984, 

Waturalist Suggested that members be kept up to date with more of the 
Club matters eg. Submissions, Forum, Edward Hunter, Crinigan Res. 
Wirilda, Car Stickers etc.... Snippets of information be printed in 
the Naturalist as things happen and not wait for a report at the 
Annual Meeting. It is hoped that members would appreciate the inform 
ation and work done by members on their behalf within the community. 
Also reduce time taken at annual iieeting. 

A drive for more participation by General members in forwarding art~ 
icles for the Naturalist. 


Conservation Co-ordinator. Copy of Forum's submission on Kinhill 
study. Copy of Gormandale's submission on Kinhill. 
KLetter from Vic Brown Coal Council thanking us for allowing summary 
of our submission to be published. S 

State Conservation Stratesy Discussion Paper and letter suggesting 
approaches re comments to be presented by 18th November. 

ites Thompson had written to Ministry of Conservation stating that after’ 
expenses and time devoted to research for submissions that all envir~ 
onmental statements re these submissions should be free to participants. 
in the study. We should not have to pay to study these documents. 


The next business meeting will be held at the home of the Thompsons 
Downies Lane Traralgon South at 7.30 pm on 26th October. 


Supper roster October 28th lirs PLant Mrs Larsen. 


LATROBE VALLEY HATURALIST 
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cove EVENTS. 


WARRAGUL F.N.C. 


Heeting Se se a = Poiday Novenses 18th 
DPS ARC T tree actrees Mary Huxley and Jean Merson 
Soo ‘'Grevilleas” 


“This is the last meeting for the Beau 


LATROBE VALLEY Fill. ee See = 
a re : _ Friday November 25th 
- "Diverse and Curious Flora" 


- eo Sees Saturday November 26th to Morwell 
GN an en en Nees Park. 
Meeting Place: — ee eee Morwell. Nat. Park at 7 » 30pm. 

Senna Tesi = = ‘Saturday December 17th at emindslars. 


Bundilla is one mile ron where you turn off the Hoe Thorpdale Rd 
a the Coalville Tennis Courts. There will be signs to guide you. 
Barbecues, boiling water available and Shelter if necessary. 
Me and Mrs ‘ringin are pone forward to seeing us all then. 


_ danua y Campout: January 27th - gs 0ichy es 
Tedpaligon Pee ceo ls camp at BEE pes ee 


oe Decenben oan | 
Se ogc oR Beeld oes ga ee ote ae es ee to be “arranged. 
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ROADS AND THE LANDSCAPE 


In 1952 Edna Walling wrote in the introduction to her book 

"The Australian Roadside" : "Could any excitement surpass the thrill 
of discovering the exquisite and elusive beauty to be found on the 
roadsides, in the open country and through the forest? I confess to 

an overwhelming love of the roadside and the things to be discovered 
there", . ; 

lier message was clear then, that roads chould disturb the natural 
landscape as little .as possible and that any new roads and roadside 
development should be designed to be compatible with the natural land- 
scape resource of the district. 


Sinee then, millions of words have been printed about roads and the 
landscape, and the relationship of the man-made landscape to the nat-. 
ral landscape. There has been a recent explosion of expertise in 

the field of Landscape Architecture.Techniques exist for managing the 
visual resource of the landscape.However, despite allthis supposed 
understanding, progress still involves the removal of roadside trees, | 
or worse, the maiming of them. Why have we not been able to do better? 
‘laybe the issue is not of techniques and expertise and printed words, 
but something which Winty Calder addresses several times in her book 
“Beyond the View". ARSE 


Hants treatment of his surroundings depends largely upon the customs 
and conventions of his culture. What we need now is a culture that 
promotes harmony between Jian and the world's landscapes as well as 
harmony between one person and another. These ecological harmonies 

are very closely related; we should aim to mingle them in each other." 


Perhaps, if we stop using so much paper for such discuasion as this, 
and start looking more directly at our land and caring for it and each 
other more directly, then we may begin to do better. Amen. 


Presented to the Roadsides Conservation Committee by Helen Stafford, 
representing the Landscape Committee of the National Trust of 
Australia(Victoria) 8th June 1983. 


ne 
_, RECENT PLANT DISCOVERY 
Thr Golden Dodder, cuscuta tasmanica, was a new record for |. 
Wilson's Promontory when discovered there on a club boat excursion a 
couple of years ago. It has been recorded again growing round 4 
swamp on Yanakie in the vicinity of Cotter's Lake. 
Tt is a lowly twiner on grass and weeds. 


E.Lyndon. 


Orc nnn eta 
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- EXCURSION 27/8/83. 


liisty rain was falling as we gathered at Morwell civic Centre: on 
Saturday 27th August fot our monthly excursion. The morning was to be 
spent at Crinigan ! Rds Reserve , liorwell.. 


The reserve considts of approximately 100 acres(40.46Ha) of land 
adjoining the Norwell golf Club. The area is Crown Land and under the 
jurisdiction of the S.E.C. and has only recently been proclaimed.a 
Reserve after negotiations with iforwell Shire and as from August 24th 
1983 has been gazetted in the Victorian government Gazette with eee 
governing its use. 


During our meander through the reserve members found the. following 
orchids and wildflowers blooming. Nodding. Greenhood, Blunt Greenhood, 
Haroon-hood Greenhood,. Tall Nodding Greenhood, ,Tall Greenhood , DOT 
Greenhood,Gnat Orchid, Trim Greenhood, Helmet Orchid. | 

Je found dainty Scented Sundews flowering alnog with Tall Gndense 
Blue Love Creeper , Appleberry, Hardenbergia, Pimelea, white heath(imp 
ressa), Bearded Heath, Bossiaea, Black-anther Flax-lily. © 
There: were clumps of dainty rock Fern, Lace Fern and areas of pendent 
Hair Fern. Some beautiful patches od fungi and a little group of 
Cordyceps(7 in all) in early stages of SONU Systane which were velvety 
to the touch. ier 

We all agreed that ‘this was a lovely reserve and had only, given 
ourselves enough time to skim the. UES of what the, reserve: had “to 
offer by way of flora. pees ated 

After lunch we. moved on to Rasensilceny City Offices eer we were © 
met by lr Ryan, . Manager of Planning for the City of. Traralgon.- ae 
From here we were taken on an excursion around. Traralgon OU various. 
developments that have recently been: augmented or are.in progress for 
the Landscaping: and beautification of ‘the City of Traralgon. 


Qur first stop was the Kay Street Offices. ilere in the commercial. 
zone we saw an cxample of planning for new office buildings which were — 
set 3 metres back from the roadway and have this area ‘tastefully 
paved and planted with native shrubs, to give an Ee: {une welcom- 
ing atmosphere. eh 


Moving. on to Ryan's Hotel, again ene ne arertic of native .plant-~- 
ing has been followed, we were shown and told of ‘thework put: in by Mrs 
Vost of the hotel.This is an effort to ec betaey chee area making, an. SrA, 
ractive space around the hotel carpark. re eh nea 


Next ewe went to the Hotham Street Offices and ‘this area. although” ; 
quite attractive was showing signs of how important it is to choose 
the right type of tree or shrub for ‘landscaping purposes and also the 
care that needs to be taken in placement of such shrub or tree. 


We then visited” the recently finished HalfCase Complex on “the corner 
of Breed Street. and. Princes Highway. Parts of the landscaping here are 
striving to become established beeause of the physica? OES 


agile oo BF 3 
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EXCURSION 27/8/83 
The area being on a slope and in a very open position catching high 
winds which play havoc with growth, plus the fagt that one also has 
media problems ie. vandalism to contend with in a development such as 
this. 

Leaving the business area, we then travelled in an easterly dir- 
ection visiting Christensen Close. Here an experiment is- being under- 
gone with - mass plantation~of natives~ alongs with the involvement 
of children helping ‘during the planting process. It was felt- sEhaibacid aye 
school children were involved in the planting. they. would not be so 
prone to vandalize areas ‘and: despoil beautification. Work being done 
in the towns. ‘Christesen Close also provides a passive vecreation area. 


On then to Park Lane Caravan Park which is located on a-comparat- 
ively flat area of land. Here the owner has raised quite large mounds. 
of earth into. graceful slopes before planting with shrubs and trees. 
The theme of planting being three native species combined. with decid- 
uous planting , providing a restful and pleasing approach. 


Going along to Sunset Waters Development where the natural Grauie 
ation has been utilized for the development of an ornamental lake. 
We find that roads have been laid out on a contoured basis, housing 
blocks appear to have been surveyed to blend in on the same basis to © 
promote a very ple done residental area interesting and restful. 


We stopped at. the "Body Line Health Studio", a building Aone 
usted on angular lines but- softened Ley mounded and curved landscaping 
sing native. shrubs. ; ; 


Heading fot the Amante area at the Eastern approach to the 
town, we were shown an example of the effect of incorrect planting of | 
certain native shrubs.and trees on difficult terrain. This proved that 
it is very necessary to pren and choose trees and shrubs carefully in 
any landscaping” project... 


We then visitedBlue. Circle Qaicint Company , adjacent to the Railuay 
Line in the Eastern sector.of the town. Passing C.I.G. with its pleas-. 
ing landscape’ we turned. pight past the old’ cattle trucking yards and 
came upon Blue Circle , a delightful area of landscaping using. clean 
line buildings , paving approaches and again we had’ built up beds of — 
flowering native shrubs, intermingled with a. fou exotics. 


Entering Argyle Street we were then shown preparation work in ‘pro 
gress for tié “beautification of the Eastern entrance to the City. 


Visiting a block of flats under construction, Hr Vyan explained. . 
to us that development of flats, now has*to include landscaping design 
before a Certificate of Occupation is granted. 


The last area visited on our excursion around Traralgon _ was. EEOW 


view a property known: as the Old Railway Reservoir which adjoins Landes. 


ceded by Hobson Park iiospital Authority’ to the Traralgon City, linking . 
these two prope ti" 3 together « one has: an area of approximately LO acres © 


(16 ha). 
contd..pp y 
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_ URBAN LANDSCAPING. contd... 


He List of 8 ecimen Trees lr Ryan also intends: to prepare a 
list of suitable specimen trees for peoples gardens and nature strips 
The list would give relevant details of the trees and direct THRE pub- 
lic to ‘an identified tree they could view. 


5. Guide to Landscaping Developers. har 
Such a guide would list both suitable and unsuitable plants | for various 


locations. xamples of the type of submission required from: developers 


‘for various urban developments would aim to assist in. obtad ue nes a high 


standard of: submission. 
6. Tree Planting Encouragement. 


It was intended to éncourage the public to plant trees anal Ttevie: 
lr Ryan said one of the best ways to do this was to sive away suitable 
plaiits from the Councils Nursery. 


7. Pedestrian Mall - 
Shoreanemetsaansnensnmsmamesaneamenest Finally in lip ryan's strategy Plan was a 


Pede strian.Mall. jialls are very e: xpensive to construct and maintain. 
The important aspect of building a mall is that it must come alive on 
the first day it opens. liore community support: yaiae ‘be Petes Oe before 
a. mall can be achieved in Traralgon. , boy otek 


“D.tawratiam. 


ite JOhn Hawker, Project Officer for the Register of Significent 
Trees, has prepared a list of trees which are on the Register and are 
located on roadside reserves. The list includes Classified and Reco- 
rded trees. Copies of this list are available from the roadsides 
Conservation CronieNnEeS 2 e/~ Ministry for Conservation. 
Pz. 0. Box 41, ESSE ifelhourne 3002. 


a et rn eA ee sc enh aceanet KRM Fhe Preah Tete PP eels. Seren 
EXCURSION 27/8/83 Beets 


Mr. Ryan feels that this land, with its sweeping undulation, water 
aspect and native vegetation would prove to be a valuable asset to the 
city for development as an area of passive recreation in the form of 
a Botanical Park .As Field Naturalists we will watch the futitre devel- 
opment of this area along with the landscaping pyoguees: in, the oGuty 
of ‘Traralgon with continued interest. 


Our thanks to lir Ryan for a very, nteneetine sae informative 
afternoon and Traralgon members particularly felt tney learnt.a lot 
‘about the’ development of their. home town... 


Pearl Reeves. 


ves 


PS. “pefer TV. WetCealase u May issue ‘Committee réport. 
Letter. to Traralgon Couneil re Old- Railway MASE. ene Botanical Park . 


and reply from City. ase 
rg LL 


py 


WATURE WOTES. - 


On the September excursion the question was asked why the Thryptomene 
on Sperm whale liead is called Ribbed Thryptomene. The: botanical name 


is. Thryptomene micrantha. ilicrantha means bearing minute flowers. 


Thryptomene is a Greek word meaning made small; but there is a differ- 
ence of opinion in the literature as to what this alludes. Black in his 
“Flora of South Australia" states it alludes to the lowly stature of 


most of the species, while Sharr in "Western Australian Plant Names 
and their lieanings" says it probably refers to the small flowers. 


The common name ‘Ribbed’ applies to the calyx which is 10. ribbed, 

Miss Galbraith tells us in her book that this species grows. in 
Tasmania, South Australia, Victoria and N.S.W. and Dr Willis adds it is 
restricted in Victoria to Sperm Whale Head and Dutson Downs. i 


On Rotamah Island we saw many Bulbine Lilies and the question arose 
as to how it got its name. Sharr in the above publication states the 
generic name Bulbine is a name used by Pliny (Caius Plinius‘Secundus). 


' Pliny lived 23 ADto 79AD and wrote a major work titled ‘Natural Hist- 


ory’ in 37 books. Amongst other things he discussed 1,000plants and 
so he exercised a great influence upon the names by which plants were 
known in the Middle Ages. Pliny used the name Bulbine for the 'Star 
Sis SS Seales 9 Gene ee umbellatum, which looks similar to the ~ 
Bulbine Lily but is white in colour. They both have bulbous roots. — 
The species name 'bulbosa' applies to these bulbous roots as many of 
our native lilies have tuberous roots. So we can see why Robert Bpown 
gave our lily its botanical name. Tiss  Steiworotaoy 


‘Bon Thompson... «---- 


Queensiand Notes. Keriot Opal Fields north,of Cunnamulla Q.2 
August 1983. t is very satisfying. to notice the portulacor,Pink purs- 
Tane, and think it looks like fat purbley.grubs in a:bunch on the ground 
and look up in your book and see the apt deseription “tight little sau- 
sages". Also dodonaea bushes, three of which are here. The page of leaf 
shapes and characteristics is so clear. I was able to identify-each | 
one from that page and the clear descriptions Dodonaea boronifolia, 
very colorful fruits making crymson bushes: and Dodonaea cuneata along 
the dry creek beds, yes, some dry already and only flow when it is rain- 
ing or shortly afterwards as the area is very sloped and rocky. 

Then the very pretty Dodonaea like a pink rose bush at a distance ., 
D.viscosa with large soft pink hops. There: are acres of pale-green to 
white "long -tails" Mulla Mulla. .Ptilotus:polystachyus looking very 
beautiful under the gidgee and mulga trees. The silvery Brigilow is out 
in flower,golden puffs among the silver, a very lovely tree. 


Frances Gladstone. 


‘from a letter to liay Galbraith. 


Congratulations to Ann Morton who is now lirs Guiness, readers may 
remember Ann who has written articles about Weipa. 
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REPORT OF COMMITTEE MEETING ELD OCTOBER 25th 1983. 
January Campout.The use of Traralgon aan School premises has been 
obtained. Cost will be $5.50 per person per night. 
Some people will be going on Friday27th and leave for home on lionday 
30th January. Pensioners cost $4.00. Primary school children free. 
Please contact Secretary if intending to attend campout. 


Copies of Miss Galbraith's book available at reduced cost. Secretary 
has details. 
Decided that at the Annual Meeting in March that an increase in Club 
Subscriptions be made. Naturalist cost $6.00 (no increase) 

Single iember $8.00 ($1.00 increase) 

Family Member §$10.00($2.00 increase) 


Programme 1984 has been arranged and will be in the hands of the 
printer as soon as possible ,and will be included in January Naturalist. 


F.N.C.V. trip to King Island 12th - 19th January: 1984 

The party will fly to Currie Thursday morning where accomodation has 
been booked at the Boomerang ifotel on a room only basis.Cost for motel 
and airfare is $300.00. A bus will be chartered on the island for day 
excursions and we hope to have some of the King Island Naturalists on 
some of the trips. Deposit of $50.00 should be paid to Excursion Sec. 
when booking. Contact liarie allender 19 Hawthorn Ave Caulfield 3161. 


Treasurer reported a balance of $193. 60 


‘Correspondence. City of Traralson. re Indigenous Trees. 

Sale F.N.C. request for speakers. Roadside Conservation SOIEREESS re 
' leasing. of areas. L.V.REgional. Library Bookmarks. 

Publications reeeived. Geelong Naturalist . HT. Naturalis t. Vie Natura- 
list. S.G.A.P.tiaroondah Group Newsletter. 

Telephone List to be reviewed. Please notify President if you. ‘wish to 
be on the list. This is so that menisares can..be contacted for. Soar 
excursions, cancellation etc. 

Library. The Club has an extensive ‘library and a eer sone is ‘to be 
compiled. lirs. Thompson and helpers are organising this project. 

Noted with pleasure that Mrs Lyndon hab been mate Life ifember of F.N.C.V. 
This honour is conferred after 40 years membership. _ 


- Conservation Co-ordinator. Assistance given to Sule Fr. NeGet in effort to 
' preserve Longford Cemetry area. 

IiInistry of Conservation thanking us for SnSMioien re Overburden. 
Morwell River Diversion. Reply from S.E.C. and request foe comments. 


Supper Reeter November 25th. lirs Wall Miss Gelbraith. 

The next Committee Meeting will be held on Wednesday Movember 23rd at 
the home of Mrs Huxley in Narracan. Mrs Huxley requests ava eoeen 
to inspect the garden. 


A Film has been obtained for showing at November Meeting. It is relevant 
to the excursion to iiorwell National Park. 
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CLUB. HOW. SECRETARY. HEETIUGS. 

LATROBE VALLEY F.W.C. lips I.Peterson 7.30pa. on 4th Frtday 
14 Barry Street, each month , at 
Morwell 3840 Regtonal Edueatton 
"phone 42129 Centre, Kirk St.MOE 

SALE F.i.C. . iir ta clean 8.00mi on Ist Frtday 
P.O0.Box 302 each nonth, room 138 
SALE 3850 Continuing Edueatton 
‘phone 458238 Centre, Raymond Street 

SALE 
TRARALGOIUF. N.C. 8.00pm.on Ist Friday 


each month, at L.V. 
Edueatton Building 
Kosetusko St.Schoot. 
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WARRAGUL F.M.C. Mr J.Brooks 8.00pm on 3rd Friday 
eae 3 Nobel Streeé each month. 
WARRAGUL 3820 - Publie Library. 
"phone 231563 — VARRAGUL 
BAIRNSDALE F.i!.C. liv E.V.Barton 8.00pm ou 3rd Friday 


13 Turnbull Street each month. 
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COMING EVENTS. 


WARRAGUL F.N.C. No Meeting in December 
ilerry Christmas to all members. 


LATROBE VALLEY F.N.C. 

Christmas get-togethdr December 17th Afternoon at 
Coalville. 

Signs along roads to Ringin's Prgperty % Cundilla". 

Hope to see you there. 


January Campout January 27-30 
Traralgon High School Camp at Licola. 


A Happy Christmas to all readers from the Editor. 


tn ag TE PR 
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‘EXCURSION TO THE GIPPSLAND LAKES. 


Approximately 40 Field Naturalists and friends gathered at the 
jetty at Paynesvilie at 10.@ ‘am-on Saturday 24th September, to embark 


on ‘the boat excursion.on the Gippsland Lakes. 


As we went aboard we were: welcomed by the boat captain and his 
wife, Dave and Ros, shelton, and were soon under way and heading toward 
Rotamah Island. . 1 . 


‘Ye went ashore at the island , and for over an hour explored a 
track leading eastward from the old white homestead near the jetty. 
‘irs Joy Johnstone, who had been the guest speaker at our meeting on the 
previous evening, was kept busy identifying the birds that we saw and 
heard along the way. Colourful Rainbow Lorikeets were among the first — 
to be see, and later we had a splendid view of a White-breasted Sea~_ 
Bagle as it perched. high on a tree. We saw this bird, beautiful in fli- 
“ht, several times throughout the day.Kangaroos and Emus roamed about , 
appearing unconcerned by our prescence.- 


Returning to the boat with good appetites, most of us decided to - 
pemain aboard to eat as the weather was a little uncertain, but some: 
enjoyed their lunch in sheltered spots on the shore. Y 


After lunch we assembled on the verandah of the homestead where we 
were greeted by Wardens Alan Burbidge and Julie Rains. Julie spoke to 
us briefly about their work on Rotamah. although the island is part of 
the Gippsland Lakes goastal Park, Julie and Alan are not Park Rangers, | 
but are employed by the Royal Australasian Ornithologists Unjon, + to 
whom the buildings on the island are leased. Rotamah. is now. well. known 
as a Bird Observatory, although activities and research relating to 
other. branches of Natural History are also carried out. For example ,six 
to eight-courses are provided each year for amateurs in subjects. such 
as Bird Observing, Painting, Mammal Trapping. Nature Photography,etc.. 
The RAQU cannot afford to buy the property, but can lease, and survive 
on visitors fees. Rotamah therefore will remain as an Observatory for | 
as long as visitors interested in Natural History continue to come. — 


We returnrd to the boat and travelled to Point Wilson on Sperm 
Whale Head, where we disembarkdd to enjoy another nature walk with more 
birds and plants to study and admire. Three Orchid species were found~ 
the Nodding Greenhood, Blunt Greenhood and Mosquito Orchid. * S, 
Other plants included Pine Heath, Coastal Beard-heath, Daphne Heath | 
and Dotted Heath-myrtle. - . ; PA a 


We went aboard again for the last time and returned to Paynesville: 
where everyone agreed that it had been a most enjoyable day. $u 


June Lubcke.: 
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BIRD WATCHING. 
Address by lirs Joy Johnstone 


Mrs Johnstone explained how bird-watching becomes a permanent part . 
of your life, not just when you are specifically bird-watching. 
‘ou find yourself always listening for birds and watching for movement 
in trees, bushes etc. These become unconscious automatic reactions. - 
You pick your holidays with birds in mind and when working in your own 
garden tend to plant species to attract birds. 


Equipment necessary ia a pair of binoculars ~ iirs Johnstone star- 
ted with 10/50 size and later progressed to wide field 8/40, especially 
for rain-forest bird-watching. A notebook is also necessary to write 
down details for identification as it is very difficult to remember all 
the necessary details. It is a very challenging hobby, but it is also 


- 
very satisfying and enjoyable. i) 


‘irs Johnstone then showed beautiful slides of birds and save us 
a running commentary on each. iany of the slides she had taken but so ie 
were purchased by the East Gippsland branch of the Bird Observers Club 
from the parent branch’ in Melbourne. 


tirs Johnstone took different habitats in Australia and discussed 
the birds of those areas. she commenced with birds that: will come to 
the household gardens, in gippsland, with a little encouragement. 
These included the superb Blue Wren, the New Holland Honeyeater which 
makes a nest of twigs and will feed avidly on prepared food in wet wea- ° 
ther when rain has washed the nectar from the flowers; the Red Wattle- 
bird, the biggest mainland Honeyeater and named after the red wattles 
on its cheeks; the Yellow-faced Honeyeater: white-eared Honeyeater; the 
Eastern Spinebill, the white-plumed Honeyeater, which is common in HOr- 
well at the moment; and the Crimson rosellas. Rainbow Lorikeets visit 
gardens in Lakes entrance. 


Eastern Rosellas are opportunists and a series of slides showed a 
nest and young in the hollow in a fence strainer post. Spotted Pardal- 
otes have a three note call but it is one note from one bird and two 
notes from another. The Grey shrike-thrush will nest around houses end 
slides showed one nesting on paint tins. Hagpies also take up residen 
in gardens , 

Kookaburras are less common today as land, including roadsides, is 
cleared leaving less litter to harbour the skinks, etc. that provide | 
their food. they are pirates in that they will take a smaller bird from 
a flock on the wing or babies from other bird's nests. Mei 


lips Johnstone suggested if we see dead birds on the road to stop 
and collect them as they can be rare species. T1e museum will apprec~ 
late receiving them. 


Among the water-birds were Large Egret, Little Egret, Cormorants, 
Four Pied Oyster-catchers with baby hiding in a plant of Sea Rockets on 
the beach. Bird remains washed up on the beach are another source of 
- information. 
E Eee contd...pp. 
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BIRD WATCHING. contd... 

For example the little White-fronted Tern was only known to breed in 
New Zealand but now it is known that a few nest on Bass Strait islands. 
Some young birds spend Autumn and Winter in S.E.Australia after arriv- 
ing in exhausted condition. Dead Specimens have been sent to the 
museum. Birds on rocks at Cape Conran and slided og Wingan Inlet illus- 
trated the beach habitat. Interesting observations should be reported- 
for example a Scrub Wren was seen dust bathing although water was nea- 
BHYAR Se / 
Some birds inhabit specialised environments white others, like the 
Grey Fantail and Grey Shrike-thrush occupy several different habitats. 
Others like the Sacred Kingfisher migrate, arriving Gippsland about now 
(September) and leaving in February. It nests at the southern most point 
' of its range. 

Callistemon citrinus and the liealy Stringybark on the Bruthen Road 
is one habitat of the Sacred Kingfisher, Wood Swallows and others for 
portion of the year. 


Birds of the swamps included the Pied Stilt, Reed Warbler, Black- 
fronted Dotterel, Little Grassbird and Golden-headed Fantail Warbler: 


Gippsland Waratah area harbours several haoneyeaters including 
Leewin, New Holland, Eastern Spinebill and Crescent Honeyeater. 


The Eastern whipbird is more often heard than seen but will come 
to gardens near bush for bird seed or wholemeal bread. 


In wet gullies you find golden Whistler, Wonga Pigeons, Olive Whis- 
tler,Rufous Fantail, Ground Thrush, Lyrebirds and Pilot Birds. 
Teh Gang Zang Cockatoo is seen above forest gullies. 


A profusion of Poached-egg Daisies illustrated the habitat of the 
dry country. Here the birds included the Pied Butcher~bird;Red-rumped 
Parrots with the very colourful male and the inconspicuous brown female; 
Tawny Frogmouth; Spotted Bowerbird from Central N.S.W.with a call just 
like the bark of a fox; Zebra Finch and thé Mallee Fowl. 


iips Johnstone included some other sights seen while bird-watching. 
The Potoroos from her own garden who came after the food set out for 
the birds, Brush-tailed possums encountered on a campout, Blue-tongued 
Lizard, tortoise, Eastern Swamp-rat and goannas. Birds and animals bec- 
ome very tame in areas where they are protected -eg. in National Parks. 


Some of the hazards of bird-watching include snakes and ticks. 

The evening concluded with some special places visited and the birds 
seen,which included the Double-barred Finch near Nowra, Scrub Turkey 

in Lamington National Park and Regent Bower-bird in Green Mountains. 
Last slides of all were some habitat shots taken near Iron Range in far 
Cape York Peninsula, and one of the flowers of Grevillea pteridifolia 
dripping with nectar from which lIstletoe birds were seen feeding. 


Bon Thompson. 
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ALPINE FLOWERS. 


_« The following are some flowers we can expect to see on the campout 
in January. 
ORCHIDS. - 
Summer Greenhood-~ Pterostylis decurva About 22cm high, hood with long 
thin point and “ears” upright. Tongue SURREY protruding. No leaves 
at flowering time. 
Alpine Leek-orchid- Pras phyllum alpinum.About 15 cm high, greenish 
brown, tongue pointing ng upwards, narrow flowers. Leaf like Leek. 


liauve Leek-orchid- Prasophyllum suttonii about 15-30em high, white with 
pink to reddish markings. Tongue pointing upwards with white wavy edges. 


Common ° Bird-orchid- Chiloglottis gunnii.Twin leaves with smooth edges 
and flower sitting between them. Flower brownish green. 


Scented Sun-orchid. Thelymitra apristata. Blue with centre column(mid lobe) 
brown .and bent forward over lateral lobes of column with toothbrushes 

on ends. . 

Dotted Sun-orchid- Thelymitra ixioides. Blue usually with dots, mid love 

crested like a crown, lateral lobes with “mops” on ends. 


Veined Sun-orchid- Thelymitra venosa.Blue veined dark blue, Astin lobés 
without tufts but with each lobe narrow and coiled. 


PEA FLOWERS. ae, 
Busnes Mountain Mirbelia- lirbelia oxyloboides.up to 1.2m, orange and 
red flowers 4mm across in clusters on ends of branches, leaves small 
spreading and ovate, mostly in threes with recurved edges. 


Alpine Shaggy-pea- Oxylobium alpeatra. Orange flowers in dense clusters 
at ends of branches. Leaves 25-50mm by 5mm usually oval with recurved 
edges and fine points. 


Leafy Bossiaea-Bossiaea foliosa.30cm-1.2 m high, tiny leaves usually 
broader than.long and notched at spent and opposite, flowers small and 
yellow. 

Matlike. Matted Bossiaea Rossiaea buxifolia. Plants only about 15 cm high 
spreading and wiry, leaves stiff See and alternate, flowers yellow 
and red on end of branches... 


DATSIES. 

Bushes Large-leaf Daisy-bush- Olearia megalophylla. Dwarf shrub, leaves 
shining above and tough but hairy beneath 25-100mmby 25mn, flowers white 
long stalked but not many at ends of branches. 


Moth Daisy~bush- Olearia erubescens.-Flowers white with very long stalks 
and usually only 3 "petals" but several flowers together. 

Lattice Everlasting -Helichrysum hookeri.Tiny Yellow flowers 5 leaves 
also tiny green and pressed flat on the cae a stems giving the Hess Sawele 
epieatr. : 


HerbsAlpine enpesesl= Senecio pectinatus.-olden Daisy, large up ‘to. 50 
mn ona stalk to 20 em high, JESENIS psusually lobes, in a rosette at base 
of flower stalk. $ 


Alpine Podolepis“Bodolep: is eS Rosette of weaves broad and smooth 
and light green up to 20cm by Zomn. Stem leaves and stems hairy. 
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ALPINE FLOWERS. contd... 


Silvery Daisy-Celmisia asteliifolia . tuft of long green leaves up to 
22cm by 25mm dull dark greem above but silvery beneath. Leaves ribbed. 
Daisy white and large 30cm or more high, sometimes reddish colour in bud 


Chamomile sunray. Helipterum anthemoides.To 25mm white everlasting with 
outer bracts papery. Leaves 10mm narrow and blunt bluish green and up 
stems. ; 

Small Bottle-daisy~ Solenogyne bellioides. Rosette of thick toothed 
leaves 25-50mm by 5mm with some hairs, flower stalks stout with tiny 
button of greenish florets with no 'petals' or rays. 

HEATHS. | 

Bushes Candle Heath Richea continentis.White flowers with group on end 
of stem. “Petals” fall off as little cap to expose stamens and style. 
Plant a spiky bush to 1.2m high with stiff narrow triangular leaves 
(stem clasping). 

‘ountain Beard-heath- Leucopogon suaveolens. 60 em high, leaves with 
parallel veins, lighter beneath and 5mn long. flowers white bells with 
spreading bearded petals. 
Jatlike.Dwarf Heath- Pentachondra pumilo.Creeping plant creating carpet 
cfiten on rocks. tiny leaves and tiny white flowers near end of branches, 
berries red. 


MATLIKE PLANTS. ua: fe 
Ivy Goodenia- Ggoodenia hederacéa.Loose mat, leaves with toothed margins, 
yellow flowers about 5mm on stalks, 5 petals with 3 above and 2 below 
meeting as lips at centre. 


Silver Astelia- Astelia_ alpina. Tufts of stiff channelled leaves to 15cm 
longnarrowed evenly from 25mm base to blunt point. Leaves silver-backed 
but bright green above with long white hairs at base. flower cluster of 
small greenish brown at base of leaves. Fruit 5mm red berries. 


Twin-flowered Knawel.Scleranthus biflorus. Bright yellowish green cush- 
: L = ee RR eee ie / 
zon-like plant, flowers in pairs tiny and yellow without petals. 


White Purslane- liontia australasica. iatlike in alpine area but 15cm 
tall in Latrobe Vailey, Flower S petals, white and leaves straplike but 
only 35mm in alpine area. 


Alpine Stackhousia- Stackhousia pulvinaris.Cushion like plant, yellowish 
green, leaves straplike, very small. Flowers bright yellow, tubular 
singly amongst leaves. 


Alpine Trachymene- Trachymene humilis.lMat of shining 3 lobed leaves flat 
on ground around root. Flowers in group 10mm across, tiny white like 
tiny cauliflower. 


HERB.Hairy Carraway-_Oreomyrrhis eriopoda. tuft of feathery grey-green 
hairy leaves. flower stems to 30cm high.Cluster of tiny white flowers 
each on stalk. Fruits dry purplish, rigid i, circle round centre point 
where attached to stem. 


contd. . mp6 
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ALPINE FLOWERS. 


Plants of same species as down in Latrobe Valley but just. differing in 
colour and size. Triggers, Violets, Vanilla Lilies, Prickly Starwort, 
Billy Buttons and some Feraniums. 


Much of the above information is.taken from Miss Galbraith's book 
"Collins Field Guide to 'lildflowers of South-East Australia" and many 
are pictured in it. : reeset Loh 

iiOre Alpine Flowers. 

SiLRUBS . 

Alpine Bottlebrush- Callistemon sieberi to 1.2 m high, leaves less than 
2em. brushes short, yellow and on end of branches. 


Hiountain Heath-myrtle+ Baeckea gunniana.leaves 3mm long, thick and aro- 
matic. Flowers white 3mm amongst leaves like tiny teatree flowers. 


Alpine: .iceflower-Pimelea alpina. Very low shrub, bluish green opposite 
leaves 10mm long, flowers pinkish white at ends of branches in a 
cluster. 

Alpine Pepper~ Drimys xerophila. .up.to 90cm high, leaves under 2cm. 
arranged in rosette form round the stem, very bitter to taste. 

Flowers with two short petals. 


>. Bon Thompson. 
Botanical names used in this article are as listed in Miss. Galbraith's 
book. Some names may have changed since printing of the book. . 


WILSONS PROMONTORY. 


Wednesday morning after a night of gale force winds, rain, banging doors 
sheets of iron on the roof, and rolling rubbish bins.and their lids, 
the weather: was fine , cold and very windy. We decided to walk along 
the beach.:'le tugged ourselves up and put on gumboots or other suitable 
footwear and headed for Tidal River Brach, where we were greeted with a 
gale force wind which really did carry you along with it. 
The sea was a sight with the rollers coming in, and i had always wanted 
to see it, as it was that day,,crashing against the rocks and sand, 
such a contrast to several days ago, when it was so calm and blue. » 
We walked steadily along the beach in the direction of the coastal track 
to Oberon Bay and observed Sooty Oystercatchers , Silver Gulls and s. 
Crow devouring a dead liutton Bird. We noticed a lot of debris had been 
carried out to sea -by the high tide ofthe night before, also the sea 
had cut right into the dunes and made a really high bank. On turning 
pack we headed into a wind, which in places just about blew us off our 
feet. Pearl had a run to catch her glove, Bonnie her sarf, Ellen looked 
like one of the men from the Antarctic in her gear, but it did protect 
her fromthe gale. The wind was making whirly whirlies of the sand and 
Peg remarked that it was the way sand dunes were made also.The spray 
from the.sea- left salt on our faces . Returning to Tidal River we walked 
to the bridge, noting the colour of the rocks along the bank of the 
river. . 
-contd...PP 7 
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“<< Prosperous’ New Year. 
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WILSONS PROMONTORY. contd... 


Through the Tea Tree, Sweet Bursaria B.spinosa, Kangaroo Apple Solanum 
aviculare, Wirilda Acacia retinodes were growing. 

We decided that it was a most enjoyable and invigorating walk even if . 
only mad dogs, field Naturalists and school children would venture 
along the beach on a morning like that. anes 


i Mone 


liarny Huxley. 


HOLEY PLAINS STATE PARK, 


A small group of friends went to Holey PLains State Park to have a look 
at the spring flowers. While travelling along Chessum Road very slowly 
we spotted a mature Koala sitting in the fork of a Scent Bark, Euc.aro- 
maphloia. His colour was a creamy grey, which we thought unusual. 

After observing him for a while, the Koala started to move about, it 
stretched its fore legs wide apart holding on to the branches of the tres 
(this was when great interest was aroused by the party). 

We noticed on the front of the Koala what appeared to be a slit about 
70-100cem long. and about 10cm below his chin, the slit did not appear to 
have any fur around the edge. None of us knew just what it was and all 
sorts of suggestions were put forward. Is it a fold in the skin? Is it 

a pouch? Is it a Koala with a cleavage? ! 

As we could not determine the sex of the Koala this added to our confus~ 
jon, and we decided to go home and study "our books" and this is what 

we found:- extract taken from the Victorian Naturalist 51.JUly 1934. 


Article by Sir Colin MacKenzie. 


' In the male Koala, mesially placed on the ventral surface of the upper 
sternum, a coloured or stained area is noticed. A microscopic examinat- 
ion of the skin in the area reveals a peculiar type of alveolar gland 


which secretes a viscid milky fluid directly on the fur. 
Frequently the Koala can be seen licking this area.Does anyone Know - 
why? Also in Victorian Naturalist 45. NOvember 1928 an albino Koala 
was found in the Rosedale Road area. ape 
Pes Wall. 


ee 
A XMAS NESSAGE. 


Give of your friendship 
And you'll find its true 
The blessings you scatter 
Will come back to you. 


For the coming Festive season I. wish all members A merry Xmas and a 


Jim Wall. President L.V.F.N.C. 


Sonn ce 
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REPORT OF COMMITTEE MEETING HELD NOVEMBER 23rd 1983. 


22iiembers attended the meeting held at the home of lirs Huxley in Narra- 
can. All were able to admire the garden before the meeting. 


JANUARY CAMPOUT. Charges are $5.50 per night. 
Pensioners and students $4.00 under 12 no charge. 


25 people have names on the list. ContactSecretary if interested. 


PROGRAMHME.A11 invited guests have agreed to speak, but some dates still 
have to be confirmed. 


WILSON'S PROM. 15 members enjoyed a weeks holiday and some are hoping 
to go next year. 


\wrangements for November meeting and excursion confirmed. 

Fiim “Diverse and Curious Plants of Australia" available. 

No December meeting but we will be at the property of the ringins at 
Coalville on Saturday December 17th afternoon and evening. 

Bring afternoon tea, barbeque if desired. This is a very enjoyable social 
day when we have time to just talk to one another without the pressure 

of an excursion. Notices will be put up directing people to the property. 


FINANCE. Treasurer reported a Bank Balance of $177.03. 
A eount for repair to Duplicator to be paid. 


CORRESPONDENCE. lip Rowe re speakers. C.C.V.News. 

Park notes(Wilson's Prom re lodges etc. Gipsy Point Lodge re special 
accomodation for naturalists. C.C.V.re General meeting and public meet. 
ECOS. N.E,Naturalist (Tas) World Wildlife News. N.T.NAturalist. 

SGAP Haroondah Group Newsletter. Arthur Rylah Institute papers re Gipps- 
land Lakes. Fund for Animals. BOC.re survey of Regent HOneyeaters. 


S.E.C.advised re Seminar to be held 8 members to attend. 
Rosedale Shire re Wildflower reserve. 


ite Yall reported that Mr and irs Brewster had donated two books about 
Norfolk Island to the library. 


Cons.Co-ordinator. lirs thompson reported that MInistry of Conservation 
had noted our. comments re charges for copies of Environment Statements. 
WE are placed on the mailing list. 
Further comments to be presented re Vic. Brown coal Study. 
Draft eppy of submission for L.C.C.Murray Valley Study was read and 
well received.iirs thompson said this was one of the hardest studies to 
understand and was due on Dec 2nd. 
A 12 page submission had been submitted re the State Conservation Strat- 
egy. This was a mammoth task and took more than two weeks to research 
and compile. 

iiany thanks are due to Mrs Thompson for her efforts on our behalf 


The next Committee meeting will be held at the home of the Thompsons 
Downies Lane Traralgon South January 18th at 7.30 pm. 


er 
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